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Azaleas are not indigenous to South Africa, but show me a bon-
saist who does not have one or want one?

Azaleas (Rhododendron) occur mostly in tropical areas around 
South Africa such as Limpopo and Gauteng. There two types 
suitable to bonsai. Azalea Kurume and Azalea Satsuki. Kurume 
is the smaller leaved of the two and thus better suited to bon-
sai.

There are hundreds of different types of azalea. The Kurume 
azalea is a hybrid of R. obtusum and R. kiusianum, both native 
to the island of Kyushu, the southernmost island of Japan. 
These azalea are actually shrubs and are often referred to as 
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dwarf, but can reach 1,5 to 2 meters in height and spread, 
expecially in the Magoebas Kloof area. Kurume Hybrids are 
hardier than the Southern Indian Hybrids. 

Azaleas are frost tender so protect well in winter.  They prefer 
filtered or partial sun and special care must be taken in areas 
with harsh summer sun and high temperatures.  The azalea 
does not like direct sun.

The soil must be kept damp and the roots must not dry out as 
this is detrimental to the growth of the tree.  Report regularly if 
you are using tap water and try and keep the soil acidic. This 
can be done by means of additive for acid loving plants or 
orchids or by placing pine needles on the surface. 

Feed every 20-30 days with a slow- acting organic fertilizer, 
from early spring to late autumn, and apply chelated iron a 
couple times a year. Micro nutrients should be applied rou-
tinely. A good orchid feed works as well.

(Jonathan Cain)

The azalea must be repotted in the spring after flowering, 
every year for young trees and every 2-3 years for older 
trees. Azaleas like well drained, organic soils with a pH of 4.5 
to 5.5. Azaleas grow extremely dense, hairy root masses. To 
prevent the roots from matting, a soil mix that contains no 
small particles at all can be used. If soil with fine particles is 
used, the roots can form mats that shed water, making suc-
cessful feeding and watering difficult. The root ball needs to 
be trimmed and cut out wedges around the outside of the 
root ball so that the roots can grow into the gaps. 

The azalea is prone to aphids, lacebugs, white fly, leafminers, 
spider mites, scale, stem boreres and other diseases such as 
petal blight, leaf gall, mushroom root rot. When applying any 
kind of pest control, avoid spraying the flowers as this will kill 
the plant. Only spray around the root level of the soil. 

Azaleas grow easily by cuttings. Take 9 to 12 cm cuttings af-
ter the spring growth has hardened. 

You should never feed this bonsai when blooming. Be patient 
and wait until the flowering has ended, then only feed the 
bonsai once a month. Do not use rapid growth fertilizers. 

Prune branches and new shoots late in the summer and seal 
all wounds.  Azaleas will grow shoots from old wood.  New 
shoots at the ends of branches grow in groups of five. These 
shoots should be reduced to two and the remaining shoots 
shortened to two sets of leaves. Wiring may be done from 
spring through summer. Use care when bending branches, 
as older branches are brittle. Skipping watering the day be-
fore wiring will make the branches more flexible. You may 
need to protect the bark by wrapping the wire with raffia. 

(Abdool Fakie)

If the tree is repotted in spring, do not feed until autumn. Do 
not feed during the hottest month of the summer. 

Special Care During Blooming Season - November:  Flower 
buds swell nice now, or showing color or opening depending 
on weather conditions and how the plant has been over win-
tered. Strong growing shoots from the base of the buds 
should be trimmed back to allow the flowers space to open. 
Because of the prolific number of flowers a tree can produce, 
reducing stress is a good practice by reducing the number of 
flowers by 30 – 50%. On a show tree this can be achieved by 
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removing most of the flowers from the back. On young plants 
it would be advisable to remove all the flowers to encourage 
maximum growth. 

Stop feeding now. This will encourage a longer flowering pe-
riod. Providing some kind of temporary shelter to protect the 
buds and flowers from rain will stop them from discoloring. 
For the same reason, be extra careful when watering. This 
temporary shelter will also serve as a sunshade to help stop 
flowers fading prematurely. This is a busy time in the growth 
pattern of Satsuki and demand for water will increase accord-
ingly. 

December: Remove all flower heads. Although this can be a 
tedious, time consuming job it is important to prevent the pro-
duction of seed, which puts undue stress on a tree at a time 
when it needs to recover from the rigors of flowering. New 
growth slows for a short period after flowering and this is an 
ideal time for repotting, wiring and pruning/trimming to 
shape. Feeding can re –commence once flowering has fin-
ished but wait a few weeks if trees have been repotted. Like-
wise, care should be taken not to over water newly repotted 
trees. As mentioned previously, Satsuki, like all other azaleas 
and rhododendrons, produce a profusion of new shoots from 
the base of old flower buds. With Satsuki, it is best to remove 
all unwanted shoots leaving just two, one either side of the 
bud. These are then trimmed back to two pairs of leaves. 

January:  Some late flowering varieties will still be in flower 
this month. Allowing trees to flower this late in the year can 
have a long-term detrimental effect on the plants health. Hard 
as it seems, all flower buds/ flowers should be removed, es-
pecially if the tree is about to be repotted. Leaving flowers on 
this late will weaken the tree at a time when it should be pro-
ducing next year’s flower buds. A short time after flowering is 
over the same period a second spurt of growth occurs. 

Accessed online at 
http://www.bonsaitoolchest.com/download/azalea_kurume.pd
f; http://www.nebonsai.com/Azalea.pdf; 
http://bishopsfordbonsai.blogspot.com & 
http://www.bonsai4me.com/SpeciesGuide/Rhododendron.ht
ml. 

http://www.bonsai-made-easy.com/azaleabonsaitree.html

https://www.bonsai-nbf.org/event/exhibit-art-blooms-satsuki-a
zalea-bonsai-2/
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by Neli Stoyanova & Caroll Hermann.  Please see Neli’s blog 
for many more interesting articles.

I have written about growing bonsai from seed before.  Having 
done this for many years and deriving lots of pleasure from it, I 
have near perfected a good success rate, granted that most 
seeds are viable.  It remains my favourite way of starting bon-
sai.  

Neli has written a very interesting article on the development of 
the seedling, so i thought it would be a good idea to combine 
the two.  
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Preparation for the development of seed is key.  Choose the 
container well because most seedlings do not tolerate being 
handled too soon after germinating, so choose something 
that the tree can stay in for a while.  

The following containers are all suited to seed growing.

Prepare your seed properly.  Some seeds with hard coatings, 
like the baobab in the photo have to be put in boiled water 
and left overnight.  Depending on your seed type, some 
water-borne seeds float, but all other floaters can be thrown 
away as it is an indication that they are not viable.

Next, I coat the seeds in an anti-fungus such as Virikop or 
such to prevent damp off.  That is when your germinates 
strongly, but develops a brown pot where it comes out of the 
soil, and eventually dies.  

A lot of seed are prone to rot at the base. In drier climates, 
you probably do not have to do this.

My baobab seeds germinate within 3 to 7 days and are 
strong and healthy.  For the first few weeks, I also water with 
a Margaret Roberts fungicide to give my seedlings that extra 
boost.  

Leave your seeds for at least one growing season before you 
attempt to train.

According to Neli, small seedlings in Japan are wired 
while very small. This helps create movement in the trunk. 
Remember as the tree grows those exaggerated curves will 
straighten some what, but it is a good method for me to grow 
seedlings.

These are some pictures she found on Face book, and is not 
sure to whom they belong, but it is another way of tree devel-
opment that she uses and likes a lot.
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Meanwhile if you remove some bark under those branches 
that touch the ground, you will have them rooted for new 
trees and will help fatten your tree faster.

This particular example is for a medium size tree. You need 
to consider how large your tree will be before bending the 
seedling. Remember the first part of the trunk  is 1/3 of the 
total height of the tree.

For mame trees you grow and cut back developing each sec-
tion of the trunk from a new leader, keeping the new portions 
of the trunk very short. That you do for sumo trunks also. 

Neli calls this a lazy and somewhat faster method of develop-
ing seedlings for bonsai and it can be applied to many trees.

You can view her writings on her blog at:  
http://nelibonsai.wordpress.com
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A recent discussion on a bonsai forum led to some 
serious investigation of what is the best shade 
cloth or colour for your bonsai and what are the ad-
vantages or disadvantages of growing under 
shade cloth.  

This article is rather technical and all references 
will be linked at the back should you want to read 
more.
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Kawabata, Lichty, Kobayashi & Sakai (nd) did re-
search on Draceana marginata (Dragon Tree) cut-
tings placed under different coloured shade 
cloth for four months. 70% photoselective shade-
cloth was used and the weave produced the fol-
lowing photosynthetically active radiation (PAR) 
blocked and a total solar irradiance (TSI) shade:

The researchers claim that the difference in PAR 
& TSI closely related to the differences in re-
ported growth.  According to Kawabata et al, 
(nd),  the most new leaves were produced under 
the red shade cloth, linked to the higher levels or 
PAR allowed through and also measured the 
smallest fully grown leaf of all the plants, which 
again relates to the high levels of TSI.  The 
authors also claim that, although there was no dif-
ference in the amount of new leaves produced, 
the red shade cloth produced a taller plant whilst 
maintaining a “full appearance”.

They further claim that crotons under red shade-
cloth showed increased foliage. Crysanthemums 
under blue polyethyline film and copper sulfate  
filters showed reduced internodes.  

Another study by Stamps (2009), claims that col-
oured shade netting nowadays are designed spe-
cifically for manipulating plant development and 
growth. The function is to provide physical pro-
tection against birds, hail, insects, excessive ra-
diation, humidity, shade and temperature and at 
the same time increase the relative proportion of 
scattered light or shade.  Various spectral bands, 

affecting light quality is also absorbed. These ef-
fects can influence the growth of the plant as 
well as the organisms or pests associated with 
them.

Stamps (2009) claim that diffuse light can in-
crease radiation use efficiency that can also af-
fect when the plants flowers and the amount of 
flowers it would yield.  Shade netting that in-
creases light scattering but not affect the light 
spectrum increases branching and compacted-
ness (isn’t that what we want?) as well as the 
amount of flowers produced. In the following 
graph he shows the benefits of the different col-
oured shade netting as opposed to no netting.

(Stamps, 2009)

Stamps used 35% and 50% shading and com-
pared it to unshaded control growth.  The effects 
on the plants varied.  Black shade nets had the 
most effecct on the growth of Blueberries with in-
creased internode, leaf, leaf width and shoot 
lenghts, exactly what one wants to avoid in bon-
sai.  The coloured nets had no effect on inter-
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Black Blue Gray Red
PAR 80% 79% 76% 68%
TSI 72% 66% 74% 48%



node and shoot lengths and minor effect on the 
leaf width.  

Another study reports that red netting increased 
the branch lengths of the variegated pittosporum 
and blue netting decreased branch length and 
gray netting increased branching as well as in-
creased variegation.  The study also found that 
the colour of the shade netting affected fruit yield 
in the Blueberries and a higher yield was ob-
tained (Stamps, 2009).

In a study by Elad (Stamps, 2009) it was found 
that powdery mildew was more severe in the 
shade-netted areas, but that it might affect mite 
and insect pests, such as whitefly.

I suppose the jury is out on this one and that it is 
worth a try experimenting under our own condi-
tions.  

References:

Kawabata, AF, Lichty, JS, Kobayashi, KD & 
Sakai, WS. (nd)  Effects of photoselective shade 
cloths on potted Dracaena deremensis ‘Janet 
Craig’ and Daracaena marginata ‘Colorama’.  ac-
cessed on 8 August 2014 at Stamps, RH. 
(2009).  Use of colored shade netting in horticul-

ture. accessed 8 August 2014 at: 
http://hilo.hawaii.edu/academics/cafnrm/researc
h/documents/andrewkawabata.pdf

://hortsci.ashspublications.org/content/44/2/239.f
ull
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Bonsai news from all over the country.  Keep up to 
date with people, products and functions, the gossip, 
the who’s who and the what’s where?  Please send all 
your news snippets to info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za.  
Please send me with an email requesting publication.

The front page picture is of a Pyracantha by Tobie 
Kleynhans.
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18 August 2014

SABA newsletter 

Dear members,

The countdown to the SABA mini-convention in George 
hosted by Katrivier Kai has started. If you haven’t registered 
yet do so now as it promises to be a great event with lots of 
interesting events planned.

The annual general meeting of SABA will be held on Friday 
26 September 2014 from 17h30 to 18h30 in the conference 
hall at Mountview, George.

Please try and be there as we have important matters to dis-
cuss. Thanks to all the clubs who paid their subs on time. Re-
member only clubs who paid their subs are permitted to vote 
at the AGM. 

On the agenda is the president’s report of the last 12 months, 
the report by the treasurer on financial matters and the audi-
tor’s statement and the new budget.

If there is any other matter or motion to be discussed please 
inform us beforehand for inclusion on the agenda. 

Other matters:

1) Formulate a policy for clubs to tender for hosting fu-
ture SABA conventions and ensuring that it is fairly distrib-
uted amongst the regions. SABA’s contribution to the hosting 
club must also be discussed.

2) Formulate a policy to nominate office bearers in future 
when consultants and representatives of SABA are ap-
pointed.

3) We will also have a report back from the Africa Bonsai 
Association on matters related to SABA.

4) The steering committee for the 4th Africa Bonsai Con-
vention next year in Stellenbosch will give a wrap of how the 
organising is going.

5) The awarding of the SABA lifetime achievement 
awards.

6) The SABA and Tommy Flaxman trophies for the photo-
graphic competitions will take place.

7) General.

SABA dig:

The SABA dig hosted by Robbie de Witt and the EP Bonsai 
Society on 26 July went down very well, with lots of new 
friends, great material dug and discussions late into the night 
with some refreshments.
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@ ADDO GATEWAY LODGE 
121 AQUA VISTA CRESCENT, CANNONVILLE 

0824180776 OR 041 4680140 
R100.00 P P  

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
RE-POTTING 

TALKS 
Q’s & A’s 

Bring your tree with if you need help/support/advise 
 

WEEKEND SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATION INCLUDED : 

ONE NIGHT (FRIDAY) R350.00 P P BED & BREAKFAST INCLUDING ABOVE 
2 NIGHTS (FRIDAY AND SATURDAY) R600.00 P P B & B INCLUDING ABOVE 



I’ve just received news from other diggers that the first buds 
are popping out from their material. It is such an exciting time 
with the energy of spring and so much to look forward to.

Robbie was an excellent host and indicated that he would 
love to make this a yearly event. I think it is a great idea and 
the fact that people like Org came from as far as Pretoria an 
indication of the quality of trees that can be found. Robbie 
has excellent windswept trees that he collected over the last 
few years and it was very informative to see how they have 
developed.

The fact that members of his club gave up their own digging 
chance to help beginners find good material is the spirit we 
would like to see. Thanks again to everyone who made it 
such a great weekend.

Orchids and bonsai:

The 21st World Orchid Conference takes place at the Sand-
ton Convention Centre from 10-14 September 2014 and there 
will be some great bonsai and ikebana on display.

This is the Olympics of orchids and South Africa’s greatest 
flower and plant extravaganza. More than 440 orchid enthusi-
asts from around the world have registered for the confer-
ence.  National Orchid Displays from 11 counties and 17 
South African entities will take part. 

It will showcase another 12 National Displays. The National 
Biodiversity Institute, National Cycad Society , Bonsai of 
South Africa, Wild Orchids from South Africa, National  Car-
nivorous, Strelitzia, Aloe and Ikebana displays. 

Something not to be missed! For more information contact 
Maggie Frohlich at 082 8157186 / 012 7724351.

Other matters:

We enclose a leaflet for a bonsai weekend in the Eastern 
Cape that looks like a lot of fun. Please feel free to send infor-
mation on planned events so we can distribute it to mem-
bers.

Thanks so much for all the feedback you send on what is hap-
pening at your club. Please keep the letters, advice and criti-
cism coming. Bonsai in South Africa is alive and well and to-
gether we will grow.

See you all in George.

Regards,

Willem Pretorius;

SABA: President.
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Jan Gagiano from Ottosdal, was born in 1953 and has been 
doing metal work for about 6 years now.  He grew up on a 
farm in the North West Province and has been a farmer all his 
life when he retired four years ago.  I first saw his work at one 
of our local Farmers Markets and approached his daughter 
with some bonsai designs.  Initially, it was just a baobab 
(what else?) and what followed was unbelievable. The above 
5 designs are first in this range. They measure 66 cm x 52 
cm and are selling for R350.00 each or R1,700.00 for the set, 
including packaging, but excluding posting.  

The above bonsai T Shirts are available at our online store in 
black, white or grey traditional T Shirts.  

Soon we will have BiSA aprons and hats for sale too. We will 
be able to provide you with customised aprons and hats for 
your club or personal use.  Please contact 
info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za 

New Age Bonsai has just received a new shipment of pots 
and some REALLY large pots. Contact Gary for more info.

Maintain your bonsai tools.

Caring for bonsai tools is far easier than trying to work with 
dull or rusted ones, and it is cheaper than buying new ones 
every few years. You've made a significant investment pur-
chasing bonsai tools for cultivating and training bonsai. You 
owe it to yourself to honor your investment and clean your 
bonsai tools properly after each use. 1

1).Always inspect your bonsai tools after each use to be sure 
they are clean and in good working order. For the most part, 
these are sharp instruments and deserve respect.

2).Clean each bonsai tool of debris and dirt with a cloth. Be 
gentle. And be careful - the blades are very sharp.

3).Remove any sap. If the blade on your bonsai shears has 
sap on it, use a little soapy water to remove it. Neglecting to 
remove the sap will likely cause your bonsai tools to rust.

4).Remove all difficult stains with a piece of bamboo or a 
wooden spatula. Specially made cleaning oils such as Tri-
Flow will also help 
loosen stains and 
add lubrication to 
help the blades re-
sist rust between 
gardening jobs.

5).Oil bonsai tools. 
Wipe your bonsai 
tools dry with a 
clean rag, and then 
spray a lubricant on 
them to protect the 
metal from corro-
sion, especially if 
you store your bon-
sai tools in a damp 
garage or base-
ment. Tools subjected to constant humidity fluctuations will 
corrode at an accelerated rate due to moisture condensation.

6).Use a rust eraser like SandFlex to remove light coatings of 
rust, as they can affect both the appearance and utility of 
your bonsai tools. Be sure any residue is carefully washed 
and rinsed away.

7).Apply rust prevention oil. Once the rust is removed, apply 
a coat of oil to the newly exposed steel to stop the oxidation 
process in its tracks. lubricants such as 3 in 1 oil or choji oil 
will work fine.

13

BONSAI SHOP

mailto:info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za
mailto:info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za


8).bonsai tools can and should be quite sharp. Handle with 
care, supervise children, and instruct them in proper use.

(Earl Jefferys)

Bonsai Boyz just received their latest shipment of imported 
bonsai trees. Contact Ed or Carol for more information.

14



The competition question is:  What does “Jo-Da” 
stand for? *(T’s & C’s apply).

Win this stunning signed copy of this book by-
sending your answers to:  
info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za

This issues competition is sponsored by Jo-Da 
Bonsai Distributors in Dunottar, Gauteng.  John 
and Freda Haw are two of the nicest bonsai-
people you will ever meet in your life.  Going to 
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their nursery is like entering a little bit of bonsai 
heaven in the middle of Gauteng.  For me, it is 
never just popping in quickly.  Nothing happens 
quickly and I always need a ten ton truck with all 
the trees, pots and tools that I buy.  

The name Jo-da is a acronym of the owners' first 
names John and Freda, which amazingly is a 
name given to many companies internationally 
as found on the internet. The nursery which 
opened in 2000 forms part of their uniquely 
styled house, also designed and built by them in 
1971. 
Their entry into Bonsai, as a hobby, started in the 
mid 1980's after being given a few as gifts. There-
after "the bug had bitten" resulting in them creat-
ing it themselves, joining the local Bonsai clubs, 
participating in club exhibitions etc. This esca-
lated into selling and importing tools and acces-
sories from Japan and China. Highlights are ex-
hibiting, selling and demonstrating at major Gar-
den Centres, Shopping Malls and at the Annual 
National Flower shows and the "Gardenex Exhibi-
tions". Including the first and second African In-
ternational Bonsai Conventions held in Pretoria 
and Cape Town respectively.

The Japanese theme, possible more a Chinese 
theme Bonsai nursery, was built following their 
private and business trip to China visiting their-
son and his family and their suppliers in Japan. 
Having seen and experienced the eastern cul-
ture inspired them to design and build the nurs-
ery on the Japanese theme. They tried to include 
the Feng Shui principals, but have had to split up 
the nursery into separate areas because of the 
layout of their premises to obtain the right atmos-
phere, tranquil mood and energies.  
As you enter through the "Zen Garden" area with 
its two meter high "Penjing" Pine growing in a 
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 A FEW EXAMPLES OF BONSAI & ACCESSORIES  
IMPORTED AND LOCAL 

IF WE DO NOT STOCK IT WE WILL OBTAIN IT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL & COMMER-

CIAL BONSAI SMALL TO VERY 
LARGE 

TURNTABLES 25, 33, 40CM 

LOAD 60, 130 TO 160KG 
WITH OR WITHOUT FEET  

& EXTENSION 

MULTI-PURPOSE 

TURNTABLE 

JAPANESE & CHINESE PROFESSIONAL TOOLS - S, M, 

L 
FULL RANGE 

TERRACOTTA SOLDIERS, ZEN GARDENS, CHINESE 

FIGURINES, ETC. 

CERAMIC & PLASTIC POTS FROM 5 TO 

120CM 

MAIL ORDERS & COURIER 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS 
 
 
 

9 km sout of Springs off N17 Toll Road 3 Craib c/o Tur-
vey Rds.  P.O. Box 175, Dunnottar, 1590, Gauteng 

 
Tel: (011) 734 2765  Fax: 086 615 7722  Cell: 083 742 

2238 

 
E-mail:  joda@xsinet.co.za 

Website:  www.jodabonsai.co.za 
 

OPEN:  Tues, Wed, Sat & Sun 09h00 to 17h00 

JO-DA BONSAI DISTRIBUTORS 



dragon embossed Chinese pot set off against 
the shimmering white zen sand, you step through 
a Japanese gate and you have a large variety of 
potential Bonsai stock in bags under the shade 
of a large evergreen tree.

 
Adjacent some 200 stunning potted Bonsai are 
displayed on tiered stands, sheltered under vari-
ous grades of shade netting. The facades of 
which are decorated with bright yellow oriental 
scallops.

Set right back is 
the children's play 
area with a Jungle 
Gym and sand pit. 
As you step into 
the Japanese Pa-
godo area, soft ori-
ental music fills 
the area urging 
you on into the 
showroom area 
and beyond.

You have a sense 
of well being as 

you notice the beautiful wall mural of a Japanese 
bridge with its beautiful back drop scene. The ad-
jacent showroom displays stock from Japan, Ko-
rea and China include local stock. There are pro-
fessional Bonsai tools and accessories, glazed 
and unglazed pots some with oriental embossed 
pictures and hieroglyphics, aluminium styling 
wire, soil and landscaping gravel, fertilizer, insec-
ticides, Bonsai books, tiny Chinese figurines and 
Japanese lanterns, even artificial Bonsai and 
many more intriguing items.

IF THEY DO NOT STOCK IT, THEY WILL FIND IT 
FOR YOU.

Regular "Bonsai Concepts and Care" workshops 
are held. A re-potting and styling service is of-
fered with "free advice". Group bookings are 
taken for Bonsai Demonstrations and or tours. 
We distribute nationally via mail orders and ex-
press courier. Both wholesale and retail.

JoDa Bonsai Distributors also send out a very in-
formative bonsai newsletter.  Contact them for 
more information.

* Judges decision is final and no correspon-
dence will be entered into.  BiSA reserves the 
right NOT to award a prize and you enter en-
tirely at your own risk.

* Competition runs until 1 November 2014.
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ALL bonsai clubs, nurseries and vendors are wel-
come.

Please send your updated contact details to:

info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za to be listed in the 
Free Directory. Please follow the link to the web 
page for an updated list of all clubs, nurseries and 
vendors in your area:

www.bonsaisouthafrica.co.za

6           (PHOTOGRAPH:  CAROLL HERMANN)
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This is your handy guide to most important bonsai happenings 
in South Africa,  If you want your event to be included, please 
send your bonsai activities info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za. Go to 
the page and subscribe to it to be reminded at the time it oc-
curs.  

Bonsai in South Africa is not affiliated to any organisation and 
any person or instance is welcome to post and list their activi-
ties. Please follow the link to the web site:

EVENTS CALENDAR

7              (PHOTOGRAPH & TREE:  GARY HOWES)
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Plant in and around the koi pond is ALWAYS a 
problem.  You have to contend with falling leaves, 
branches, flowers, berries AND the fish eating 
whatever falls in the water. It is therefore impera-
tive that you consider what you plant around the 
koi.  The following plants are best left far away 
from your fish.  

Also consult with the nursery before you buy.

8

KOI	



ACOKANTHERA - there are 5 dif-
ferent species and (Poison Arrow 
plant) and the fruit and flowers 
are poisonous.  

ACONITUM - the roots, flowers, 
and leaves. It is also known as 
Monkshood or Blue rocket.

All parts of the ALLAMANDA 
or Golden Trumpet species. 

ALLSPICE, the Jamaican Pep-
per from the Pimenta dioica plant, escpecially 
the leaves, seeds. (not common in South Africa)

ALOCASIA (this is a biggy and 
often seen near or in a pond), 
leaves and stems are particu-
larly poisonous.

ALOE leaves, so be very careful with this one.

AMARYLLIS bulbs contain alkaloids
ANENOME all parts

ANGEL TRUMPET TREE 
(Brugmansia Arborea) flow-
ers and leaves are poison-
ous and not just to fish, but 
all pets. 

ANTHURIUM all parts

APPLE all parts, seeds 
contain hydrocyanic acid
APRICOT all parts, seeds 
contain hydrocyanic acid

ATROPA BELLADONNA all parts, especially 
black berries
AUTUMN CROCUS (C. Sativus, Saffron Crocus) 
bulbs
AZALEAS (Rhododendorn) all parts can be fatal

BIRD OF PARADISE BUSH (Caesalpinia) seeds
BLEEDING HEART (Dicentra, Dutchman's 

Breeches) foliage and 
roots

BLUEBONNETS 
(Lupinus) all parts

BOTTLEBRUSH (Callis-
temon, possibly Me-

laleuca) flowers
BOXWOOD (Buxus Sempervirens) all parts

BUTTERCUP (Ranuculus, Crowfoot) all parts
CALADIUM all parts

CALLA LILY (Zantede-
schia) all parts

CAROLINA JESSAMINE 
(Gelsemium) All parts

CASTOR BEAN (Ricinus 
Communis) seeds can be 
fatal
CHERRY pits
CHERRY LAUREL (Prunus 
Varieties) all parts, seeds 
contain hydrocyanic acid

COLOCASIA all parts

COLUMBINE (Aquilegia) all 
parts
COMMON PRIVET (Ligustrum) 
black or blue wax coated ber-
ries and leaves
CORAL BERRY (Symphoricar-
pos) seeds

COTONEASTER all parts
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CROTON seeds

DAFFODIL (Narcissus) bulbs may be fatal
DATURA (Brugmansia) flowers, berries, & seeds

DEADLY NIGHTSHADE (Solanum Nigrum) all 
parts, unripe fruit and foli-
age

DELPHINIUM (Larkspur 
annual) all parts
DESTROYING ANGEL 
(Amanita Phalloides, 
Death Cup) all parts 

(Type of mushroom)

DIEFFENBACHIA 
(Dumb Cane) all 
parts, especially 
the sap

DIGITALIS all parts
DOGWOOD (Cor-
nus) fruit slightly poisonous
EGGPLANT all but fruit
ELDERBERRY (Sambucus) red fruit poisonous, 
black and blue fruit o.k.
ELEPHANT EAR (Colocasia, Taro, Caladium) all 
parts
ENGLISH IVY (Hedera Helix) berries

EUPHORBIA (Splurge, Gopher Plant, Mole Plant) 
roots, sap

FOXGLOVE (Digitalis Purpurea) all parts can be 
fatal
FLY AGARIC (Fly Amanita Mushroom) whole 
plant

FOUR O'CLOCK (Mirabilis ja-
lapa) whole plant

GELSEMIUM (Carolina Jes-
samine) whole plant
GLORIOSA LILY all parts
GOLDEN CHAIN (Laburnum) 

seeds and pods may be fatal
HELLEBORE (Ranunculaccea) all parts

HOLLY (Ilex Aquifolium, Opaca, Vomitoria) 
leaves and berries
HYACINTH bulbs can be fatat

HYDRANGEA whole 
plant
IMPATIENS (Balsam, 
Touch-Me-Not, Snap-
weed) whole plant
INDIAN TURNIP all 
parts

IRIS underground stemt, 
leaves, and rhizomes
IVY (Hedera) all parts
JACK-IN-THE-PULPIT (Ari-
saema Triphylla) root is irri-
tant and astringent

JAPANESE LAUREL all parts
JASMINE, YELLOW all parts
JAVA (LIMA) BEAN uncooked bean

 CHERRY (Solanum 
Pseudocapsicum) fruit 
and leaves
JESSAMINE (Gel-
semium Sempervirens) 
berries are fatal
JIMSON WEED (Da-
tura Stramomium, 

Thorn Apple) all parts
LAMBKILL (Kalmia Angustifolia, Sheep Laurel) 
leaves
LANTANA CAMARA (Red Sage) all parts, green 
berries are fatal
LARKSPUR (Delphinium) foliage and roots are 
dangerous, seeds may be fatal
LAUREL (Primus varieties) all parts can be fatal

LILY (Lilium) some varieties 
bulbs

LILY -OF-THE-VALLEY (Conval-
laria Majalis) all parts
LOBELIA (Cardinal Flower) all 
parts
LOCOWEED (Astragalus, Oxytro-
pis) all parts
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LOCUST bark,leaves, seeds
LUPINE (Lupinus) seeds
MACHINEEL all parts
MARIJUANA all parts (Really? Who would grow 
this around their pond. lol)
MILKWEED (Asciepias) all parts, especially sap
MIMOSA all parts
MISTLETOE all parts, berries can be fatal
MOCCASIN FLOWER (Lady Slipper, Cypripe-
dium Spectabiles) all parts
MOCK ORANGE (Philadelphus) all parts
MONKSHOOD (Aconitum) foliage and fleshy 

roots
 MORNING GLORIES 
(Ipomea) all parts
MOUNTAIN LAUREL 
(Kalmia Latifolia) 
young leaves and 
shoots, can be fatal
MUSHROOMS wild 

types
MUSTARD roots and seeds

NARCISSUS (Daffodil) 
bulbs can be fatal
NATAL CHERRY 
(Solanum) berries
NICOTIANA (Flower-
ing Tobacco) leaves
NIGHTSHADE (Euro-
pean Bittersweet, 
Horse Nettle) all, espe-

cially unripe berries
OAK foliage and acorns

OLEANDER (Nerium Oleander) All 
parts poisonous including smoke 
if burned (We all should know this)
PEACH see Cherry Laurel, seeds
PEAR see Cherry Laurel, seeds
PEONY (Paeonia) all parts
PERIWINKLE (Vinca, Myrtle) whole 

plant
PHILODENDREN leaves and sap
PINE sap
PINKS (Sweet William, Carnation, Dianthus) all 
parts
PLUM see Cherry Laurel, seeds

POINSETTIA (Euphorbia Pulcherrima) all parts, 
leaves and sap can be 
fatal

POISON IVY (Rhus 
Radicans) all parts
POISON OAK (Rhus Di-
versioba, Rhus Toxicon-
dendron) all parts

POPPY (Papaver) all except California Poppy 
can be dangerous
POTATO sprouts and foliage can be fatal particu-
larly ornamental varieties (I have also heard that 
you should not feed this to your worm farm)
PRIVET (Ligustrum) leaves and fruit
PRUNUS (many varieties) seeds, some parts

RANUNCULUS all 
parts
REDWOOD sap, 
(from decks also)
RHODODENDRON 
(Azalea) all parts can 
be fatal
RHUBARB (Rhenum 

Rhaponticum) all parts
ROSEMARY (Rosemarius Officinalis) leaves of 
certain varieties are poisonous
SAGE (Salvia) leaves of certain varieties are poi-
sonous
SCOTCHBROOM (Cytinsus Scoparious) seeds, 

invasive

SENECIO 
whole plant of 
some species
SNAP-
DRAGON (An-
tirrhinum) all 
parts

SNOWDROP 
(Galanthus) all parts
SOLANUM (Nightshade) all, especially some ber-
ries
SQUIRREL CORN (Dicentra Canadensis, Bleed-
ing Heart) all parts
STRAMONIUM (Jimson Weed, Datura) all parts
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SUMAC 
(Rhus) all 
parts
SWEET 
PEA 
(Lathyrus) 
stems
SYRINGA 
(Melia Aze-
darach) 

berries are poisonous 
TANSY (Tanacetum) all parts
TARO (Colocasia, Elephant's Ear) stem and 
leaves
TIGER LILY (Lilium Tigrinum) all parts

TOADSTOOLS can be fatal
TOBACCO all parts

TOMATO foliage and vines
TRUMPET VINE all partsTULIP (Tulipa) bulbs of 
some varieties
VINCA (PERIWINKLE) all parts
YEW foliage, bark, seeds

References:
wwww.koi4u.co.za
http://en.wikivet.net/Gas_Bubble_Disease
William from Happy Koi
Pieter Odendaal.
http://forum.aquascapeinc.com/archive/index.php?t-10095.ht
ml
http://www.bonniehill.net/ponds/pages/toxic.html

(THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE AND WE REQUEST YOU 
RESEARCH BEFORE USING ANY PLANT OR TREE NEAR 
YOUR POND)
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Should you wish to place an advert in BiSA, 
please send your request to:

info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za

The first stop for all your bonsai and koi related 
needs.

9
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 A FEW EXAMPLES OF BONSAI & ACCESSORIES  
IMPORTED AND LOCAL 

IF WE DO NOT STOCK IT WE WILL OBTAIN IT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL & COMMER-

CIAL BONSAI SMALL TO VERY 
LARGE 

TURNTABLES 25, 33, 40CM 

LOAD 60, 130 TO 160KG 
WITH OR WITHOUT FEET  

& EXTENSION 

MULTI-PURPOSE 

TURNTABLE 

JAPANESE & CHINESE PROFESSIONAL TOOLS - S, M, 

L 
FULL RANGE 

TERRACOTTA SOLDIERS, ZEN GARDENS, CHINESE 

FIGURINES, ETC. 

CERAMIC & PLASTIC POTS FROM 5 TO 

120CM 

MAIL ORDERS & COURIER 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS 
 
 
 

9 km sout of Springs off N17 Toll Road 3 Craib c/o Tur-
vey Rds.  P.O. Box 175, Dunnottar, 1590, Gauteng 

 
Tel: (011) 734 2765  Fax: 086 615 7722  Cell: 083 742 

2238 

 
E-mail:  joda@xsinet.co.za 

Website:  www.jodabonsai.co.za 
 

OPEN:  Tues, Wed, Sat & Sun 09h00 to 17h00 

JO-DA BONSAI DISTRIBUTORS 
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Friendly Service 

Amazing specials 

Lasting support 
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I am once again over-
whelmed by the letters of 
appreciation and support.  
This magazine is a labour 
of love and your letters 
make it worthwhile and 
therefore it will stay free.  
A lot of the information 
such as club lists and the 
calendar is from what I 
pick up from various news-
letters. Please let me know 
if any information is out-
dated or incorrect.

That said, the club directory 
was moved from the magazine to the blog due to space. It is still the 
MOST complete AND original (where EVERYBODY else copies 
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from:-) in the country.  If you are looking to promote your club 
or find a club to join, please go to: 
http://bonsaisouthafrica.co.za/directory-of-clubs-2/

This issue also has a brand new exciting feature and that is 
the Bonsai and Koi Calendar.  You can send all your informa-
tion to:  info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za to be included and if 
you are looking for any bonsai related functions, look no fur-
ther: http://bonsaisouthafrica.co.za/120-2/. The benefit of sub-
scribing to the post on whatever event you would like to join, 
and copying it to your calendar (all the links are there), is that 
you will be reminded at the time to attend via email. Amazing, 
hey?

As some of you know, I have just completed my PhD in the 
Integral Ecopsychological investigation of Bonsai principles, 
meaning and healing.   It was an incredible journey and I 
would like to thank all of you who participated in surveys or 
allowed interviews.  However, it is not over yet. I recently ob-
tained permission to research bonsai as a rehabilitation pro-
ject for an offender programme. Obviously it is a long proc-
ess, but I am excited in that bonsai will reach more people. 

I also recently returned to Japan where I presented a paper at 
an international Psychology conference on Bonsai as Nature-
assisted Therapy. It was so well received that very little came 
of my travelling plans or attending much of the other talks.  I 
was asked by the organisers to keep my poster up for the 
next day and answer more questions. Moreover, I was invited 
by a Japanese University about my research and am hoping 
for some collaboration!

I did, however manage some touring and went bonsai shop-
ping. Be grateful for the prices of our local pot and tree ven-
dors!  I really liked a little mame and wanted to import it.  In 
the end it would have cot me R38,000. REALLY!?!?!

We 
have an exciting competition, sponsored by Jo-Da Bonsai Dis-
tributors on page 15, please get your entries in as soon as 
possible.  The winner will be determined by lucky draw (and 
your answer has to be correct!)  

Dr. Tobie Kleynhans, from Katrivier Bonsai Kai, the host to the 
2014 SABA Mini Convention sent me some photos for publica-
tion (for which i am very grateful), but they are so beautiful, 
they are almost unreal.  Tobie is, in my opinion, one of our 
best bonsai artists, but I first heard about him from a friend in 
the UK, Harry Harrington who featured him on his website.  
harry’s website, www.bonsai4me.co.uk is ALWAYS worth a 
visit.

I am going to be mean and keep Tobie’s photos for frontpage 
covers. So, you will have to wait for it! In case you have not 
booked your seat yet, time is running out and you must book 
for the Southern Cape Bonsai Convention in George on the 
24th to the 28th of September 2014.

Spring was sprung with around 30° C and then Winter re-
minded us with a vengeance that she was still around.  I am 
concerned about my baobab seedlings, and I have already 
lost 2, but it could be because of the wind and not the drop to 
11° this weekend!

Keep the news coming and enjoy Spring!
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