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BONSAI INSPIRATION – USING NATURAL TREES    —    Dr Tobie Kleynhans 

From the editor……... 
I have a confession to make. I fall for these websites that sell ―Bonsai Seeds‖ and then you get a picture 

of a perfect little maple bonsai and before you know it, it is in your basket. Now, I think I am a mature, 

intelligent person, (some might argue the point), but I cannot resist these seeds. I KNOW my seed will 

not come up looking like a little bonsai and that it WILL take centu-

ries to get a bonsai tree from seed, but oh, I cannot wait for Spring 

to start preparing and planting my ‗bonsai‘ seeds. And then the joy 

of these little green heads breaking the soil…ah, well….. Am I 

alone or are there others like me? I would like to start a support 

group.  (for buying ‗bonsai‘ seeds)  

In September, Bloemfontein Bonsai Kai is hosting 

the annual SABA convention, I would love to meet 

some of you there. 

Special websites of interest: 

BCI IBS Convention 

Bonsai on the Web 

WBFF 

Bonsai 4 me 
 

―The back‖ 

The art of bonsai is in essence the ability of the artist to capture 

and present a small section of nature.   To stimulate the viewer‘s 

imagination and keep his attention by portraying a particular 

mood successfully separates the artist from the technician. 

Peaceful, cheerful, desolate, magnificent, masculine,  feminine, 

elegant, vibrant are all qualities that can be attributed to a tree and 

capturing a unique mood in the viewer of a bonsai is a big chal-

lenge.   

This can be done by imitating trees and scenes from nature, but at 

most  this is a mere suggestion of certain aspects of natural trees 

and not a scale model of a tree.  

Sometimes it is even possible to make a very realistic copy or 

model of a natural tree. 

In 2005 I was invited to Windhoek (Namibia) to do some demos 

and workshops. 

After the exhibition Bernie O‘Callahan took us on a five-day trip 

across the Namib Desert.   This was simply wonderful.   Although 

the distances between towns was long and very hot (up to 38 C) 

the unusual desert trees, magnificent stones and spectacular scen-

ery made every minute worthwhile. 

This Maurve schinziie ( Ringwood) was one of many unusual 

trees we came across.   It must have endured many assaults from 

the harsh environment where it barely survives.   I decided to use 

this inspirational example from nature as a model to style one of 

my trees. 

 

    ―The front‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Juniper from nursery stock was among the first ten trees I 

acquired as a complete beginner.   It was styled as an informal 

upright in 1998 and potted in a bonsai pot 2 years later.   Realiz-

ing all its shortcomings (the slender juvenile looking trunk with-

out movement and taper and an uninteresting nebari) it was potted 

again in a bigger training pot hoping that sometime in the future it 

might turn into something.. 

http://www.bci-ibs2008.it/
http://hav.com/bonsai/
http://www.bonsai-wbff.org/octoberbonsai/index.html
http://www.bonsai4me.com/
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The trunk was cleaned with a nylon brush and water and the 

top of the tree was cut off.  Before jinning the first branch, 

the foliage is removed. The picture shows crushing the bark 

with jinning pliers before stripping. 

The back was then prepared and stripped before being turned 

into a jin. All the old and dead needles were removed and the 

stump was turned into a jin and the tree is trimmed.  

The tree was then wrapped with black non adhesive electrical 

tape to protect the bark before wiring.  This tape works as 

effectively as raffia.  Copper wire was used and basic shaping 

was done to make sure the branches at the bottom are not 

obscured from light by the branches above them.   

 

A stone slab, measuring 1050mm x 400 x 15 cm, that is very hard 

and will withstand watering and exposure to the sun, was used. 

Three holes were drilled into the stone and tie wires were pushed 

through. The Juniper was planted in a very open granular mix and 

has made an abundance of healthy finer roots. The root ball was 

combed and trimmed and the Juniper was positioned on the slab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Muck, made from ant heap clay (70%) and chipped pine bark 

(30%) was placed around the edge. This mixture is strong enough 

to hold the growth medium, but will allow some drainage.  

The grow medium is worked carefully between the roots, eliminat-

ing all air pockets, but not compacting too much. The medium con-

sisted of 50% 3—5 mm sharp stones and 50% coarse well rotted 

pine bark. 

The final result: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first hanging branch will be removed at a later stage. 

Paying respects again in February 2007. 

The  base 

of the trunk 

BONSAI INSPIRATION – USING NATURAL TREES    —    Dr Tobie Kleynhans 
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BLOEMFONTEIN 

BONSAI KAI
5 RICHARD FEETHAM ST

HEUWELSIG 

BLOEMFONTEIN

9301

Telefaks: Vian Herbst 051-8752126 W

                                        4367156 H

Vian@gpnet.net

SABA AGM and BFN BONSAI KAI MINI-CONVENTION 

 

REGISTRATION: 

Name & Surname:__________________________ Home Club / Society______________________ 

Home tel.no.________________ Cell__________________e-mail___________________________ 

I will attend the following (please complete amount of people to attend): 

FRIDAY:  Dinner  ___x R60-00 = ________________ 

SATERDAY:  Day  ___x R120-00 = ________________ 

   Dinner  ___x R55-00   = ________________ 

SUNDAY:  Dig  ___x R20-00   = ________________  

 

      TOTAL: ________________ 

 

Please note: 

Saturday fee includes tea/coffee and lunch. 

Friday and Saturday evening a cash bar will be available. 

Please fax proof of deposit and registration to 051-4476665 

Or e-mail to mariah.astraho@galileosa.co.za 

(surname as reference on deposit please) 

BANKING DETAILS: 

Bloemfontein Bonsai Kai, ABSA, Savings acc., no 6303751243. 

 

PRELIMANARY PROGRAM: 

12 – 14 September 2008 at the Achilles Sport Club Park Road 

FRIDAY: 17:00:  SABA MEETING 

  19:30:  INFORMAL DINNER 

 

SATURDAY: 08:00: REGISTRATION 

  09:00: JURGEN NUSS – ROOT OVER ROCK 

  10:00: CLIFTON MARAIS - 

  11:00: TEA/ COFFEE 

  11:30: FREDDIE BISSCHOFF – SWAMP CYPRESS 

  12:30: VIAN HERBST 

  13:30: LUNCH 

  14:00: LOUIS NEL 

  15:00: TEA/ COFFEE 

  15:30: LIGHTNING DEMO (ERIKA, DUNCAN, LYNN, CARL and DOT) 

 

  18:00: INFORMAL DINNER 

 

SUNDAY: 08:00: DIG THABA NCHU MOUNTAIN 

   

SATURDAY: 

09:00 – 13:00 

NEW TALENT 

COMPETITION 

PLEASE REGISTER AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE AS WE HAVE 

TO ORGANISE THE RIGHT 

AMOUNT OF MEALS ,ETC. 

NO GUARENTEES OF GOOD-

IES AND MEALS FOR REGIS-

TRATIONS LATER THAN 8 

SEPTEMBER. 

mailto:mariah.astraho@galileosa.co.za


and 29th March.   The Grey-

hound Pavilion at Kearsney 

College in Botha‟s Hill, where 

we held the very successful 

show last year, has been 

booked again. 

The Committee is busy with 

organising meetings for next 

year.   If you have any ideas 

or requirements approach a 

member of the Committee 

with them. 

To all clubs: Please re-

member you SABA subs 

are now due!! 

As some of you know, BCI will 

try to feature Bonsai and 

Suiseki in South Africa in the 

October/November/December 

2008 issue of Bonsai & 

Stone Appreciation Magazine.  

We would appreciate your as-

sistance. 

In addition to high quality 

photos (300 dpi in 4 x 6 inch 

format) of trees and stones, 

we would like someone to 

provide an overview of activi-

ties and organizations. Addi-

tional articles could be in-

cluded i.e. hand made pots in 

SA.    

I  know there is a lot of talent 

in South Africa although only 

a handfull of your people sup-

port BCI.  We want to present 

South Africa to our member-

ship so they can see what you 

have been doing in the arts of 

bonsai and suiseki. It would 

perhaps help if you could for-

ward this message to your 

membership.  Thank you in 

advance for your assistance 

Durban Bonsai Kai 

The July meeting was 

“demmed” by Pierre who gave 

a swift demo on how to make 

a tanuki (or Phoenix graft) 

Pierre brought a lovely piece 

of hard driftwood.  He had 

rubberised the base to pre-

vent rot, and placed two nails 

into the underside to keep the 

wood just below the soil sur-

face.  He had also cut grooves 

into the back of the wood to 

accept the tree (Juniper pro-

cumbens nana) trunk and 

branches.  His soil mix was 

50% coarse, washed Umgeni 

sand and 50% fine compost 

with a bit of bone meal added.  

Into this he mixed some of 

the old potting soil from the 

plastic bag to retain the my-

corrhiza which live in symbio-

sis with the plant.  The root 

ball and soil of the Juniper 

were attached to the drift-

wood with a cable tie.  Epoxy 

was used to keep the tree in 

the grooves.  Finally, the 

branches were wired into 

shape.  (Pierre‟s tip: use a 

weak solution of hydroponic 

mix to feed trees) 

The dig in Muden proved to be 

great success: wonderful 

commiphora and olives were 

discovered; the weather was 

great; we had record atten-

dance of 15 people; the bush 

camp was far more user-

friendly; the food was 

scrumptious (thanks Pierre for 

the oxtail potjie and venison 

stew); the beer was cold; the 

brandy and raspberry juice….. 

Kengai Bonsai Kai 

We announced last month 

that the preliminary planning 

for next years show has 

started.   We can now confirm 

that the dates will be the 28th 

with this endeavor.  (Donna 

Banting) 

Email:  bcieditor@cox.net  

LIST OF GUEST HOUSES NEAR 

VENUE FOR CONVENTION: 

Die Rusplek     051-5225008 

Farmhouse     051-5227770 

Blue Tin Roof  . 0822004438/3 

Chameleon     051-5229988 

Country Inn     051-5224016

 (R280-00 pp or R320-00 per 

room sharing) 

Queens Park       0514440121 

De Akker       051-4442010 

The Urban Hotel   051-4443142

 (R450-00 Brand new, mod-

ern.) 

Hide Place            051-4445608 

City living       051-4446688

 (R410-00 . Only double 

beds; brand new)   

The Country in has twenty rooms. 

Might be a good place to start so that 

everybody is booked at the same 

place. Visit the SABA webpage for 

more options. 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai Society 

Last month's dig a Barbara's 

home was a great success.  

We dug about 20 maples from 

her garden for which she was 

most grateful. Thank you 

again Barbara and Jannie, 

Jürgen, Brian and Wray for 

helping to dig, Mona popped 

in, but as usual was called 

away,  Shirley also came 

along. 

 The afternoon session saw 

many people potting maples 

and we hope to have a great 

success rate of budding from 

these newly acquired trees.  

We welcomed Shirley's 

daughter Merryl who is a keen 

new member. 

          Cont……...p8 

Club News 

Please send us an email on who you 

would like to know more about. We 

would like to do an article per issue 

on our experienced Bonsai people. 

mailto:bcieditor@cox.net


 

Early in 1988, on our way to work one 

morning, Rob spotted a young couple 

selling bonsai on the side of the road at 

what was later to become the Bruma 

Flea market. On enquiring from the 

couple, he discovered that the trees were 

small ―Leopard‖ trees and, he was as-

sured, they had been dug out of the Ma-

galiesberg Mountains! He bought one, 

and was hooked! By May that year he 

had a line of collected trees, on top of 

our patio garden wall. 

A year later, on the urging of a friend, 

he joined the Eastern Bonsai Society, 

and with the experienced growers at the 

club providing lots of bonsai info and 

skills, his learning curve took off. 

The obsession had started and our tree 

collection grew, as did his bonsai book 

collection. The need for big mature 

trunks took hold and his experimenta-

tion started, after all there must be 

quicker ways of achieving results! 

One such experiment was a total disas-

ter. He had read that if you have an un-

interesting tree you could improve it by 

grafting. If that was the case why could 

you not take a tall, slender tree, with no 

branches in the middle, cut out the mid-

dle section and graft the top onto the 

bottom? No sooner the thought than the 

action. Some time previously he had 

picked up a couple of tall, lanky 

Chamaecyparis from Calder‘s nursery, 

and he proceeded to remove the middle 

section of the trunks and graft the tops, 

which had good ramification and foli-

age, to nice bases. The results quickly 

proved disastrous with five very dead 

trees! He has since become known for 

shortening trees to create taper, at our 

workshops! 

At some stage during the first couple of 

years, Rob took a Celtis, with a rather 

nice thick base, that he had styled, to the 

club for a crit. Peter Visagie with his 

wicked sense of humour said, “This 

isn’t bonsai, cut it off at the base and 

grow it on”! Well you should have seen 

Rob‘s face! It was only some years later 

that we got to know Peter and realised 

how much fun his sense of humour 

really was.  

E.B.S. Demo 1993 

In 1993, 5 years after buying his first 

tree, Rob was asked to do his first ever 

demonstration at E.B.S. He styled a 

celtis that he had collected some years 

before, removing one of four trunks, and 

then carving the stump. This tree was 

held and braced by Errol Rubin while 

the carving was being done. To the 

amusement of all the members, Errol, 

covered  from top to toe in sawdust, 

loudly said “Now I need a blow job”! 

Later that same year E.B.S. hosted the 

annual convention at Delta Park. By 

then Rob‘s collection had grown consid-

erably to encompass a lot of our garden, 

and Rob offered the headliners trees 

from his collection for their demonstra-

tions. This was the first time, since 

shortly after just starting his hobby, that 

anyone else had seen his collection. The 

result was great, Craig Coussins and 

Roy Nagatoshi both chose trees from 

here to work on. 

We were both so enthralled by the dem-

onstrations and the convention, and by 

now felt such a part of the bonsai com-

munity, that we have not missed a single 

convention since then. 

 

In 1994 Rob and I did a rather pathetic 

Juniper demonstration at the Pretoria 

convention, and it was only the follow-

ing year at Ladybrand, that Rob came 

into his own. He demonstrated at the 

next seven conventions. Some on his 

own, and some orchestrated by him with 

various people helping. Below are some 

pictures of those demonstration trees. 

 

In 1995 we did a demonstration at EBS 

using Celtis to create a large forest, for 

our first group planting, we thought it 

worked rather well. 

Our First planting, E. B. S. Celtis 1995            

For the demonstration in Ladybrand, 

Rob and Judith van Diggelen spent 

some 36 hours wiring a Juniper that 

appeared to have no features to recom-

mend it, and in fact when Werner Bub 

saw the raw material he said “You can-

not tell people that you are going to turn 

that into a Bonsai”. The Juniper was 

successfully styled at the LadyBrand 

convention and was named ―Moontree‖. 

Working with very difficult 

material, Judith & Rob did a 

superb job, and Rob‘s repu-

tation was made. 

Page 6 

 

20 Years with our Bonsai                Robin & Sarah Clausen 



One of his demonstration groups, the 

forest planting of Celtis done in Cape-

town in 1997, with the help of some 

EBS members, has become well known. 

This forest has been chosen by the pub-

lic, on a couple of occasions, as being 

the best tree on show at our annual club 

exhibition. 

Cape town 1997 

Over the years he has also been invited 

to demonstrate at various club meetings. 

In July 1994 we were co-opted onto the 

E.B.S. committee by Peter Visagie, and 

a year later, due to Peter‘s ill health, 

Rob took over the position of chairman 

from Errol Rubin. He resigned as chair-

man two years later and in December 

1997 we both resigned from the com-

mittee. 

In December 2000 Rob was once again 

co-opted back onto the committee as 

chairman, as the then chairman, Rowan 

Dent, had left Johannesburg for Gor-

dons Bay. This time Rob held the posi-

tion until June 2003, when he handed 

over the reins to me. 

A Bonsai artist‘s knowledge is always 

growing, and at our workshops held at 

our home each month, we find that be-

ginners often make very sensible sug-

gestions with regard to the styling of 

trees brought in by members. As a part 

of the learning curve, we get everyone 

around a difficult tree and discuss the 

solutions. Rob firmly believes that:-     

“In Bonsai you never stop learning, no 

matter how advanced a grower you may 

be”. 

  I estimated our collection at its largest 

to be in the region of around 1,500 trees. 

Many of these are in plastic bags wait-

ing to be used in demonstrations, or in 

plastic growing pots allowing them to 

develop. The time has now come when 

we are unable to give our collection the 

time that is needed to keep the trees in 

good condition, and Rob is slowly get-

ting rid of many of them. Our aim is to 

get down to about 50 top trees, which 

can be shown to their best advantage. 

However, they are Rob‘s babies and he 

has to date been very reluctant to dis-

pose of any of them. We are now selling 

trees, and also taking stock in for club 

raffles. 

It has become very apparent that the 

Bonsai community in South Africa needs 

a venue such as the” Washington Arbo-

retum” that will be able to look after 

and display the county’s best Bonsai, 

and make sure that they are still there 

for everyone to enjoy after their owners 

are no longer able to participate in our 

wonderful hobby. The death of the ma-

jority of Werner Bub’s collection of top 

quality trees, after his death, was a clas-

sic example of what should not happen 

to a valuable collection. We have trees 

in South Africa that can only be classi-

fied as “National Treasures”. They 

must be saved before it’s too late. 

Without blowing his trumpet too much, 

I consider Rob amongst the best of the 

Bonsai Stylists and Teachers in the 

country, and would be very sad if his 

better trees were to disappear if any-

thing happened to him. We have always 

worked well together with Rob doing 

the initial styling and my doing the final 

trimming.  

The Doug Hall Cotoneaster 

Grown by Doug Hall. (Picture from his 

book) 

Restyled by Peter Visagie. And as it 

came to us. 

Looked after and grown on by Robin & 

Sarah for the last 13 years. 

 

 

 

Celtis Rock planting, Pretoria, 2002 

Rob & Judith discuss the pot 

A lot of work in preparation 

Bloem 1996 ―The top must go”  



Club News………...cont. 
Waterberg Bonsaiklub-
Charles Ceronio van Pretoria 

Kai was weer die gaskunstenaar 

tydens die Julie-vergadering en 

hy het ons gewys hoe om die 

“phoenix graft” te doen.  Die 

proses behels die kombinasie 

van „n ou stomp hout en „n jong 

boompie om so „n bonsai te 

skep wat lyk of dit reeds baie 

oud is.  „n Paar van ons lede is 

aan die einde van die dag huis-

toe met „n nuwe boom vir die 

versameling.  Die waarde van 

die oefening lê daarin dat ons 

eerstens ons bome aan die lewe 

moet hou sodat ons volgende 

jaar die tyd kan kyk hoe hulle 

gevorder het en dan ook dat 

ons weer probeer om die teg-

niek by die huis te gebruik.   

Die bome sal natuurlik ook nog 

„n paar jaar neem om werklik 

bonsai te word. 

Ons het ook „n onverwagte be-

soeker in die persoon van oom 

Theuns Roos gehad.  Oom 

Theuns wat seker op 86 die 

oudste aktiewe bonsaikun-

stenaar in Suid Afrika is, het 

saam met Charles gekom en dit 

was vir ons „n voorreg om hom 

te ontvang.  Oom Theuns wat 

nie regtig meer demonstrasies 

of praatjies doen nie, het ge-

help met die bespreking van die 

bome tydens die werkswinkel.  

Dankie dat jy oom Theuns 

saamgebring het Charles en dat 

jy ons laat deel het in jou wye 

kennis.  Ons waardeer dit. 

The Eastern Bonsai Society 

invites you to join us for 

the  

- 2008 BRAT TOP 10 - 

to be held on 30/08/2008 

at RJM Hall Randjes Estate  

Randjeslaagte road, High-

lands North 

Headliner: Vian 

Herbst 

Program for the day 

08:00 to 09:00 Registration  

09:00 to 09:15Welcome EBS & 

BRAT Chairmen 

09:15 to 10:30 Medical inter-

pretation of design & styling  

10:30 to 11:00 Tea and shop-

ping 

 

11:00 to 12:00 Baobab styles in 

the wild & in business 

12:00 to 13:00 Baobab growth 

and grafting 

13:00 to 14:00 Lunch, voting 

and shopping 

 

14:00 to 16:00 Mainliner dem-

onstration Vian Herbst 

16:00 to 16:30 Top 10 awards 

and raffle draw  

16:30 to 17:00 Shopping 

 

Entrance: Free to BRAT associ-

ated clubs  

Cost: Food R45.00 (Tea, Cof-

fee Biscuits and Lunch) 

 

Contact Errol Rubin if lost 083-

419-3109 

Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

Soos in die jaarprogram  

aangedui, het ons „n besoek 

gebring aan Louis Nel se Bon-

sai tuin.  Dit was „n groot 

voorreg om al sy bome te sien 

en te luister na sy bonsai ges-

kiedenis.  Baie dankie Louis 

vir jou gasvryheid en die 

verversings wat ons kon ge-

niet..   Baie lede is opnuut ge-

motiveer deur die hoë stan-

dard van die bome. 

Ons jaarlikse uitstalling vind 

plaas van 26 tot 28 Septem-

ber by Safari Tuinsentrum in 

Lynwoodweg.  Almal wat 

bome wil uitstal, moet begin 

beplan om die bome gereed te 

kry vir die groot geleentheid. 

Kengai Bonsai Kai 

Last month we asked you to 

please check your toolbox and 

see if you picked up Lynne‟s 

small branch cutters.   So far 

there has been no response.   

Please look again and if you 

have them let her know or 

pass them to one of the Com-

mittee to give to her. 

Duncan Wiles and Jonathon 

came and helped all those 

who came.   Although the at-

tendance was poor everyone 

enjoyed themselves and, 

hopefully received help.   

There were some rather dras-

tic suggestions being dis-

cussed regarding “pruning” 

some of the trees.   

Fish Eagle Bonsai Kai 

An AGM was held at Kwambo 

Indigenous Nursery. Betsy 

was elected as Chairman, Fe-

licity as Vice & Treasurer and 

Caroll as Secretary.  Hendrik 

did a very informative talk on  

“Beginning Bonsai” and will 

continue with the talk next 

month. 

Most clubs are organizing 

“digs” this time of year. Keep 

in touch with your clubs and 

join in the fun. 



Contacts 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai Kai 

KUTEM RANGE 

Contact Tony Mortimer  

084 625 3359 

Demonstrator 

Errol Rubin—All rounder, good presentation skills 

and easy  talking style. Available for demo’s for 

workshops, etc. 

Please contact Errol on erubin@mweb.co.za  

Demonstrator 

Charles Ceronio—Author of many books, world 

renowned demonstrator. 

Please contact Charles on  

charlesceronio@telkomsa.net  

Demonstrator 

Duncan Wiles—Available for demo’s for work-

shops, etc. 

Please contact Duncan on centuref@icon.co.za  

 

Contact Jonothan for info on 

Ficus microcarpa 

   +27 83 254 1022 

http://www.saba.org.za/
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org/
http://www.bonsai.co.za/
http://www.pmbbonsai.co.za/
http://oyama.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=39
http://kwanba.homegel.co.za/
mailto:erubin@mweb.co.za
mailto:charlesceronio@telkomsa.net
mailto:centuref@icon.co.za


Fun Pages 

From Kengai  

 A duck's quack doesn't echo, and no one 

knows why.  

 In 10 minutes, a hurricane releases more 

energy than all of the world's nuclear 

weapons combined. 

 On average, 100 people choke to death on 

ballpoint pens every year. 

 Elephants are the only animals that can't 

jump.  

 A snail can sleep for three years 

Q: What did the tree wear to the pool party? 

A: Swimming trunks! 

 

Q: What did the beaver say to the tree? 

A: It's been nice gnawing you! 

 

Q: Why did the leaf go to the doctor? 

A: It was feeling green! 

 

Q: What is a tree's least favorite month? 

A: Sep-timber! 

 

Q: What kind of tree can fit into your hand? 

A: A palm tree! 

 

Q: How do trees get on the internet? 

A: "They ""log"" in." 

Just for fun…….. 

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=humour+nature+trees&mkt=en-za

