
Die Waterberg Bonsaiklub het op Vrydag, 3 en Saterdag, 4 April 2009  hul tweede uitstalling van die 

Waterbergstreek se bonsaikunstenaars se bome in Mookgophong gehou het.  Die uitstalling wat saam 

met die jaarlikse skou van die Vlakte Orgideevereniging in die Banketsaal in Mookgophong gehou is, 

was volgens die besoekers, „n groot sukses en hulle was beindruk met die bome.   

Tussen 450 en 500 besoekers het die uitstalling en skou bygewoon.  Die uitstalling het bestaan uit 60 

bonsai, van mame-grootte tot tweeman bome (+-600cm) en „n groot aantal klein aksent-plantjies.  Die 

sestig bome is deur 12 lede uitgestal en het 26 verskillende spesies ingesluit.  Daar was onder andere 14 

Acacias, 4 Oliene, 15 Wildevye, Seepnetels, Witstinkhoute, „n Kremetart, Kruipende Junipers en ver-

skeie ander spesies.  Daar was geen formele beoordeling van die bome nie maar die publiek is gevra om 

te stem vir die boom wat vir hulle die mooiste was.  Die Ficus microcarpa (Wildevy) van Ian Pringle 

van Bela Bela het vanjaar met die louere weggestap met Dawid Kruger van Levubu se Olea europaea 

(Olienhout) in die tweede plek..   

Bome vir die uitstalling is nie vooraf gekeur nie en al die lede is aangemoedig om minstens een boom 

uit te stal.  Dit het daartoe gelei dat persone wat slegs „n jaar of drie besig is met bonsai, bome uitgestal 

het.  Bonsaibyeenkomste en werkswinkels speel „n belangrike rol in die ontwikkeling van bome, en dit 

i s 

daar waar hulp en advies gegee word vir die verdere ontwikkeling van „n bonsai.  Senior kwekers wat al 

5,10 of 20 jaar besig is met die klein boompies maak nog steeds van die geleenthede gebruik om advies 

oor bome se verdere ontwikkeling te kry. 

Die Waterberg Bonsaiklub is nou in sy derde jaar en het tans 35 baie entosiastiese lede.  Een van die 

redes waarom uitstallings gehou word, is om ook bonsai as stokperdjie en kunsvorm onder die publiek 

bekend te stel.  Tydens hierdie geleentheid het daar weer verskeie mense na vore gekom wat al lankal 

belangstel in bonsai en vyf van hulle het dadelik by die Klub aangesluit om meer oor bonsai te leer en te 

put uit die kundigheid ander lede is.  Ander mense mag dalk nog hul voorbeeld volg.  Die bonsai-

ervaring van die lede, wat oor die hele Waterbergstreek versprei is, wissel van „n paar maande tot 40+ 

jaar en dit is dus „n goeie omgewing vir nuweling bonsaikwekers om meer oor die kuns te leer. 

Die Klub het ook al besoeke afgelê by bonsaikwekers in Polokwane en Bela Bela.  Tydens die laaste 

besoek aan Bela Bela is Johan en Berrie Ras, wat al meer as veertig jaar besig is met bonsai, ere-lede 

van die Klub gemaak.  Dit is vir enige bonsaiklub „n wonderlike ervaring en geleentheid om mense met 

hulle ervaring en kennis as deel van jou lede te hê.   

Nadere inligting oor die Waterberg Bonsaiklub kan gekry word by Hansie Bekker (Tel. 743 3238 / 082 

820 4306 of per E-pos: hansieb@lantic.net) of Ian Pringle (Tel: 014 736 5682 of op E-pos: 

pikkian@iafrica.com). 
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Survey Results 

 An overwhelming 

100% of the people 

who participated in 

the survey would 

also like to read the 

club newsletters in 

full on the SABA 

web site 

 The way people 

like to read their 

newsletters is 

pretty evenly 

spread at 50% read-

ing it off the web 

and 50% liking to 

receive it in  their 

mailbox. 

 70% of the partici-

pants are interested 

in the doings of the 

SABA Exec Com-

mittee 

 100% of partici-

pants also want to 

see a page dedi-

cated to South Afri-

can Masters. 
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Our web site is starting to 

take shape and although far 

from finished, it would be 

nice if you could all have a 

look and give some feedback 

It is still at www.saba.org.za.  

We are trying to build a com-

prehensive database of Bon-

sai trees in South Africa. On 

the web there is a list of trees 

and a repotting schedule that 

I received from Duncan 

Wiles. Please feel free to add 

trees to this list and if you 

have pictures of the trees, 

even better. If your repotting 

schedule differs, please let 

me have that too, so as to 

make it as informative to as 

many people as possible. 

A big thank you to all who 

pointed out mistakes and 

missing links, it is much ap-

preciated. 

Another BIGGGG thank you to 

all the clubs who send me 

their newsletters. These are 

getting fancier and fancier. 

Well done.  

Die beplanning vir die SABA 

Convention in September is 

klaar en julle kan aanlyn aan-

soek doen om dit by te woon. 

Vir meer inligting, die pro-

gram rooster en die 

aansoek vorm, gaan 

asb na www.saba.org 

Met nog soveel dinge 

om te doen en my bon-

sai tuin wat klaar moet 

kom, groet ek vir eers.  

I love hearing from 

you, (please remem-

ber I DO NOT make 

spelling mistakes, it is 

called TYPO‟s(LOL;-) 

or sending me info for 

the newsletters, please keep 

those emails rolling. 

From the editor………………. 
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Ian Pringle se Ficus Microcarpa wat deur die publiek 

aangewys is by die Waterberg Bonsaiklub uitstalling as die 

mooiste boom. 

Dawid Kruger se 

Olienhout is as die 

tweede mooiste 

boom aangewys 

by dieselfde uit-

stalling. 

http://www.saba.org.za
http://www.saba.org.za/


Jade Tree—Crassula 

ovata 

Commonly known as Jade Plant, 

Friendship Tree or Money 

Plant, Crassula ovata is a succu-

lent plant with small pink or 

white flowers. It is native to South 

Africa, and is common as a 

houseplant worldwide. It is 

sometimes referred to as the 

money tree; however, the tree 

Pachira aquatica is also so called. 

Jades are evergreen plants with 

thick branches and smooth, 

rounded, fleshy leaves that grow 

in opposing pairs along the 

branches. Leaves are a rich jade 

green; some varieties may de-

velop a red tinge on the edges of 

leaves when exposed to high 

levels of sunlight. New stem 

growth is the same color and tex-

ture as the leaves, but becomes 

brown and woody with age. Un-

der the right conditions, they 

may produce small white or pink 

star like flowers in early spring. 

As succulents, they require a 

normal watering when the soil is 

dry in the summer, and very lit-

tle watering in the winter. Over-

watering will cause them to lose 

their leaves (it is easy to identify 

overwatering by the characteris-

tic crinkling look that the fallen 

leaves have) and eventually the 

stem will rot away. Though jades 

can survive overwatering, it is 

best to keep them on a 10 - 20 

day cycle in the summer, and 

even less (up to a month dry) in 

the winter. Letting the soil dry 

between waterings is essential 

for a healthy jade. 

They will grow in full sun to light 

shade. However, they do not tol-

erate extreme heat or overexpo-

sure to direct sun very well, 

showing damage ranging from 

scorched leaves to loss of foliage 

and rotting stems. Most of the 

common species will tolerate a 

limited degree of frost but overexpo-

sure to cold weather will kill them. 

The jade plant benefits from pruning, 

which should be done in the spring, 

before the growing season. Pruning a 

jade can be done over a period of a few 

weeks, and involves cutting stems back 

to a lateral branch. The purpose of 

pruning is twofold: for a top-heavy suc-

culent like the jade, it is important that 

its trunk be able to support the weight 

of its leaves and pruning encourages 

the trunk to grow in size; pruning also 

encourages root growth. Callouses 

should form on new cuts after a few 

days and new growth should emerge 

from the stump within a few weeks of 

the cut. 

Mealybugs are common pests to jades 

and can cause deformation to new 

growth. An infestation can be elimi-

nated by killing each bug with a small 

cottonswab that has been dipped in 

rubbing alcohol. It is important to re-

peat this process every day until all of 

the mealybugs have been killed, as 

new bugs may still be hatching even 

after the live bugs on the plant have 

been killed. 

Aphids are also common pests, though 

they tend to infest only the flower 

stalks. Red spider mites can also cause 

problems. 

To encourage bloom, allow the plant to 

go without water around the time of the 

first frost. When the days get short, 

withhold the water completely and let 

the plant withstand the cool nights. Sev-

eral weeks of this dry, cold treatment 

followed by regular watering will result 

in blossoms around the shortest day of 

the year. Regular watering, or nights 

too warm, and the plant will remain 

healthy, but bloomless.  

Jade trees are notoriously easy to 

propagate. They can be propagated by 

stem or leaf cuttings. In the wild, stems 

and leaves will often break off and fall 

to the ground, and after a few weeks, 

they may grow roots and form a new 

plant. 

In cultivation, new plants are made by 

cutting new growth (stems or leaves) 

and letting them dry. Roots will develop 

in or out of soil, though inserting the 

stem into moist soil will increase rooting 

speed. 

Spekboom—Portulacaria afra 

General Information: A Fleshy, softly 
woody shrub or small tree up to 3m to 

4m, often sprawling; occurring on dry 

rocky hillsides and in succulent scrub. 

Portulacaria afra, also called "Elephant 

Plant" or "Small leaf Jade" is relatively 

new in bonsai but one that almost any-

one can grow. It can withstand long pe-

riods without water making them excel-

lent plants for beginners. Advanced stu-

dents of bonsai find them excellent ma-

terial because they adapt to any style 

and develop relatively fast. 

The bark is green when young, becom-

ing red-brown to slategrey, and smooth 

with conspicuous leaf scars. 

Leaves are simple, opposite, almost cir-

cular, about 1.5cm in diameter, or 

obovate, up to 2.5x l.7cm, fleshy, pale 

grey, pale greyblue-green to dark 

green; each pair of leaves at right an-

gles to the next along the reddish stems; 

apex rounded with a short, abrupt point; 

base tapering; margin entire; petiole 

very short or almost absent. 

Flowers are small, star shaped; sepals 2; 

petals 5, pale pink to purplish; stamens 

5 to 7. As yet I have not seen one bloom 

in Florida; possibly because we do not 

allow our plants to become sufficiently 

dry." 

Lighting: It can be grown outdoors in 
full sun or indoors with sufficient light. 

Temperature: Portulacaria will tolerate 
a variety of growing conditions. Since it 

is tropical it must be protected from 

cold temperatures (below 50). 

Watering: Always allow the soil to ap-
proach dryness before watering. Al-

though it is a succulent, Portulacaria is 

not as particular about overwatering as 

most other succulents. 

Jade Tree vs Spekboom………...Caroll Hermann 
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Sooner or later we all realise that a turntable makes life much easier when working on our trees. Here is an easy way of 

making one using easily obtainable components and hand tools. The photos will help guide you. 

You will need 

A 16mm “long nut” and a 16 mm bolt (the swivel) 

A circular steel plate +/- 400 mm in diameter (the table) 

Three 200mm pieces of 12x25 mm tubing (the legs) 

Three  40 mm pieces 12 mm square bar (the legs) 

 

The nut and bolt can be obtained at a “nut & bolt” shop and circular steel plates can usually be found at steel waste recov-

ery yard while the tubing and square bar can be found at steel merchants or hardware shops. However try and get the latter 

two from the recovery yard as “new” pieces are usually only supplied in 6 meter lengths. Don‟t be put off: it‟s easy and you 

will see that substitutes can be made. 

 

Proceed as follows 

Cut the legs to size with angled parallel ends using a hacksaw or angle grinder; these angles will determine the height of the 

work surface. I usually cut 15 degree angles. Cut the three square bars and weld them to them ends of the legs. Now weld 

the legs to alternate surfaces of the nut. It‟s a good idea to drill the threads out of the nut before starting as the heat gener-

ated in the welding can distort the tread which in turn prevents the bolt from turning freely. You will now have the base in 

the form of a tripod. Now weld the nut to the centre the plate and there you have the finished article. See the photos simple 

and effective! 

 

A few notes of explanation. 

I use the 16 mm nut as the surfaces are wide enough to accommodate the width of the legs. 

The tubing is lighter than solid steel and needs less effort to cut. 

The three little vertical legs “finish off” the tripod and also enable you to fit rubber ferules which will prevent scratches  on 

the patio table. 

Three points are always in the same plane so no matter where you place the tripod it will never wobble. 

The whole process is simple and easy. Once the components have been assembled and you have the equipment it‟s no more 

than an afternoon‟s job. If you have the practical ability to do bonsai you have the practical ability to undertake this project. 

If you don‟t have a welder you will know someone who has. Arc welders have become commonplace in the home work-

shop. 

 

Finally, as the heading states, this is how I make a turntable there are other ways and other components can be used. You 

will note that there is no locking mechanism in the design. The friction in the swivel is sufficient to keep the table stationary 

while working. 

How I make a simple Turntable ………………………...Chris Joyce 

When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to keep 
from attracting pesky insects.  
Still, a few fireflies followed us in. 
Noticing them before I did, Billy whispered, "It's no use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after us with 
flashlights."  



show, and say that it was „fantastic, 

inspiring, and we want to join the 

club‟. I think if we get half the people 

joining that said they would like to, 

we will have to expand our meet-

ing  venue somehow. 

 

We must also thank all the KwaZulu 

Natal Clubs for their support in visit-

ing the show.  Thanks to all the peo-

ple who donated and sponsored gifts 

for our raffles and hope you enjoy the 

pictures of some of the exhibits.” 

Kengai Bonsai Kai Show 

“ The Kengai Bonsai Kai Annual 

Show,  Indigenous only, which was held once 

again, at Kearsney College, Bothas Hill, went 

off very well indeed.  We were very fortunate 

in having Tommy Ramiah as our headliner.  He 

is a “Baobab Fundi” of note, as well as having a 

wonderful sense of humour, which kept  all the 

visitors to our show, entertained.  His demo/

workshop area was never empty.  A sincere 

thanks to Tommy from all at Kengai.   

We opened our doors to the public at 9h00, 

and true to form, we were still running around, 

putting final touches to the displays.  Saturday 

was slow, as we had competition  in the form of 

„The Open Indigenous Gardens‟, and as I was 

told by one lady, they could not split them-

selves in two!!!!! 

However, Sunday made up for it.  We probably 

had three times the amount of people walking 

through our doors, which left us all rushed off 

our feet, and that is what always makes a show 

so worthwhile.  I have personally had many 

visitors to my nursery, who had been to the 

Where di the sea-

weed find a job? 

In the “Kelp-

wanted” section 

 



Pruning and wiring: This is a 
plant that adapts to almost any 

style bonsai. As a succulent, wa-

ter is contained in the trunk and 

branches, they tend to droop 

from their weight. This character-

istic makes them excellent for 

long cascades. 

When styling this plant do not 

hesitate to do drastic pruning. 

When removing branches or 

twigs, make all cuts flush rather 

than concave. Deep cuts will 

leave unwanted scars and may 

cause die back. It is not neces-

sary to seal any of the cuts. It is 

important to allow the soil to dry 

before you remove heavy 

branches or root. Then water 

sparingly until it begins to rees-

tablish itself. 

Refinement is performed by re-

moving the terminal bud from any 

branch that you don't wish to 

grow longer. Since the leaves are 

opposite and each consecutive 

set of leaves rotate 90 degrees, it 

is possible to refine the tree by 

pinching and removing those 

buds and branches that are not 

growing where you want them. 

When creating very small bonsai 

(mame) you sometimes need to 

shorten a branch to a vertical set 

of leaves. In order to get horizon-

tal growth it is necessary to rotate 

the vertical pair of leaves 90 de-

grees. A few turns of 1 mm alumi-

num wire at the top of the branch 

and a 90 degree twist of the last 

set of leaves will accomplish this. 

Pinching is the secret to the re-

finement of any bonsai. Since Por-

tulacaria is fast growing, it must 

be pinched frequently during the 

growing season. Usually once a 

week is sufficient for a large bon-

sai. When working with mame it 

may be necessary to pinch as of-

ten as twice a week. 

While some training can be ac-

complished by wiring, it is not as 

effective a training technique with 

Portulacaria as it is with hard 

Jade Tree vs Spekboom………...Caroll 

Propagation: Cuttings of branches or 
entire leaves. 

Repotting: Spring is the best time to 
repot. In the tropics it can be done at 

any time if given proper after care. Al-

ways allow the soil to become dry be-

fore repotting and do not water it until 

new growth appears. Keep it in a semi-

shaded location until new growth be-

gins, then place it in its normal location. 

Special soil mixes are not required for 

Portulacaria. Regular bonsai mix will 

probably be satisfactory. As always, 

good drainage is important. 

Pests and diseases: Mealy bugs, root 
rot. 

1. Accessed on 11 April 2009 at 

www.bonsai-bci.com/species/
portulacaria.html 

Crassula ovate—Jade Tree—5 years old 

Portulacaria afra—Spekboom 

20 years old 

THINK ABOUT IT.......... 

 

Expecting the world to treat u 

fairly coz u r a good person is like 

--------------------------expecting the 

lion not to attack u coz u r a vege-

tarian. Think about it  

Beauty isn't measured by outer 

appearance and what clothes we 

wear, 

----------------but what we are in-

side. So, try going out naked to-

morrow and see the admiration! 

Every lady hopes that her daughter 

will marry a better man than she 

did  

-----------------------and is con-

vinced that her son will never find 

a wife as good as his father did!!!  

All desirable things in life are ei-

ther --------------------------- illegal, 

banned, expensive or married to 

someone else! 

 

10. "Anyone who has never made 

a mistake has never tried anything 

new."  

If time doesn't wait for you, don't 

worry! 

--------------- Just remove the damn 

battery from the clock and Enjoy 

life! 

Don't walk as if you rule the 

world, walk as if you don't care 

who rules 

the world! Now that's Attitude...!!! 



Durban Bonsai Society 

Farouk “Dalbergia” Patel probably 

has the best collection of Dalber-

gia in the world. There are various 

species of Dalbergia found locally:  

Dalbergia armata. This species is 

most commonly used for bonsai. 

Found in forest and riverine vege-

tation along lower altitudes in 

KZN. Essentially it is a climber or 

vine. Dalbergia have fine com-

pound leaves which are most at-

tractive. They have the quirky 

habit of folding their leaves in 

overcast weather. Can be grown 

from seed, cuttings, or collected in 

the wild. As it is a climber it is dif-

ficult to develop good taper, but 

this can be achieved with care.  

Dalbergia multijoga. Can also be 

used for bonsai. Found in South-

ern KZN in riverine and dune 

bush. Can develop into a small 

tree.  

Dalbergia obovata. This species 

has larger compound leaves, suit-

able for large bonsai.  

Farouk grows his Dalbergia from 

cuttings which are started in a 

greenhouse that is regularly 

misted and kept warm and humid. 

Cuttings are taken in September 

and should be 2mm thick. The 

bottom 5mm of the bark is peeled 

off the base which is dipped in Se-

radix and pushed into wet Umgeni 

sand. Leaves should be trimmed 

or pulled off. After a year they are 

moved into shallow trays which 

contain 3 parts Umgeni sand and 1 

part Gromor kraal manure. When 

transplanted roots are trimmed to 

a length and placed on a mound of 

soil to arrange roots radially.  

Farouk believes that Dalbergia do 

not like to be moved and should 

be left in a good sized container 

for a long time. Re-potting is best 

in spring and summer.  

Club News……………………. 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai So-

ciety 

Our next workshop will be held on 

Saturday the 18th March  2009 at 

No 5 Valley Road, Hilton, from, 2 to 
5 pm.  This is the home of Brian Leck.  

Our usual venue will not be available 

to us as we can only use it on the 2nd 

Saturday of the month, and the Easter 

Weekend has interfered with that!   

There will be the usual tea and coffee 

available, and a raffle. 

Anyone wanting to work on grinding 

of their trees, bring them along to this 

workshop.  Otherwise it will be a nor-

mal workshop  - with working on 

trees. 

Cape Bonsai Kai 

The weather continues to be hot and dry 

so be careful that the trees don‟t take 

strain. Watering them well a minimum of 

twice a day is essential if you do not want 

to risk loosing or doing long-term dam-

age to your Bonsai. Damage to the roots 

now will result on the tree loosing 

branches (and possibly dying) and a less 

vigorous growth spurt the following 

spring. 

Once the heat wave passes your trees will 

start growing and thickening again. In 

order for trees to remain strong and 

healthy, fertilize them during this period, 

as this will allow trees to build up energy 

and store carbohydrates up for the winter 

months. 

Watch out for pests at this time of year 

and remember to keep weeds in check as 

this is the time when most weeds set seed 

if left unattended and you will find your 

Bonsai-En filled with weeds come Spring. 

Late summer and early autumn is a good 

time to pot quite a number of trees.  

This is also a good time of the year for 

propagation. For a higher success rate 

with your cuttings, dip cuttings in rooting 

hormone before inserting them in ver-

miculite or river sand. 

Boland Bonsai Kai 

Soos dit nou reeds die gebruik geword het, het 

ons in Maart ons jaarlikse veiling gehou. Ons 

het hierdie keer besoekers van ander klubs en 

die publiek gehad. Trouens, die terugvoer van 

die ander klubs se lede was baie positief.  

Hulle was veral beïndruk met ons informele 

styl en die feit dat ons bieërs wat aanvanklik 

huiwerig was, uiteindelik oorreed het om wel te 

bie. Die omset was ‟n beskeie R4 370, maar ons 

het groot pret gehad en daar is ‟n paar mense 

weg met groot winskope. 

Shibui Bonsai Kai 

Hopefully you are all enjoying the 

mild and colourful autumn at present.  

The Celtis are now mostly leafless, 

and it is doubtful that the Maples will 

be at their best this year as many of 

the leaves were scorched, following 

the very hot weather we experienced 

in November and December.  Keep 

your Bonsai shelves neat and tidy by 

removing the dead leaves as well as 

the moss, destroyed by the pesky 

Thrushes.  By this time all the berries 

on your Bonsai have probably been 

eaten by the birds, but if not, cut 

those remaining off as they do drain 

the tree of energy. As the trees are 

going into dormancy, do not fertilise 

at this time, and it is probably time to 

consider putting the more frost ten-

der trees to bed.  If you have any 

Baobabs, remember what Charles 

said, do not remove them from their 

containers in winter, but keep them 

protected, even in your garage, and 

give them only a cupful of water a 

month in order to keep the fine root 

hairs alive.  Take them out into the 

open again, only when they start 

budding out, probably in August or 

September, depending on the 

weather.  If you are going away for a 

long weekend in April, do make sure 

you have somebody reliable to water 

your Bonsai.  Some people mulch 

heavily in the colder weather in or-

der to retain moisture and even to 

provide some protection.   

Border Bonsai Association 

4 months down 2008 and counting, the weather 

is changing, my Baobabs are loosing their 

leaves and all my trees are now on a low nitro-

gen fertiliser. Those of you that came to my 

house thanks for making it a fun day I hope 

your trees do well. 

The good news is that we have now confirmed 

a very exciting year for the members. 

1] Charles Ceronio has confirmed that he will 

be with us for the weekend 24/25 May  and ,,,, 

2] Louis Nell has confirmed for the 23/24 Au-

gust 

3] Quintin and his team have organised 2 great 

digs, in July we will go to King Williamstown 

and Sept the Hogsback. 

Most clubs have given per-

mission to have their newslet-

ters published on the web. To 

read more, please click on the 

club name to follow the link. 

http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y
http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y
http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y
http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y
http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y
http://www.keepandshare.com/doc/view.php?id=1174726&da=y


SABA Ezine Photo Competition………………...Carl Morrow 

of material that will go forward to 

the national events. 

Entry to the TFMPC and the SABA 

Cup will be open to all contribu-

tions, not just submissions to the e-

zine competition but I do plan to 

forward all entries to the e-zine to 

the national rounds.   If people see 

a problem with this then please 

send me a message. 

Now is the time to start planning 

your entries to the National compe-

titions as your trees certainly have 

better times of the year to be pho-

tographed and so take the pictures 

when the are looking their and then 

save them until we call for entries.   

The TFMPC and the SABA cup judg-

ing and prize giving will be done at 

the national convention in Septem-

ber and so the call for entries will 

be going out quite soon. 

Should there be a prize for each 

winner in the E-zine competition?   

My motivation to enter competition 

is not material; rather just getting 

the credit that other people ac-

knowledge my efforts as being 

good and enjoyable.   It may en-

courage people to enter if a prize is 

offered and one option would be to 

get one of the online bonsai traders 

to sponsor a voucher for use in their 

online shop (any takers??).   Failing 

this, we could make a request to 

SABA that they fund either a cash 

prize or one that can be redeemed 

at an online shop.   Thoughts and 

suggestions around this would be 

welcomed. 

Pictures can be submitted to pho-

tos@bonsai.co.za or they can be 

posted to  

SABA Photo Competition 

PO Box 2649 

Clareinch, 7740 

Please try to limit the size of each 

image to less that 1.5 MB 

We have reduced the categories to  

Indigenous species 

Foreign trees 

In the email please provide the 

following information: 

Name of the Artist: 

Type of tree: 

Name of the photographer: 

Years that the tree has been in train-
ing: 

Height of the tree: 

Thanks to the 22 people that voted in our 

first stab at electronic voting and we are 

very pleased with the success of the sys-

tem.   I would encourage you to vote in 

this round so that we can get the opinion 

of as many people as possible.   Interest-

ingly every tree featured got at least one 

vote with the final winners being Tony 

Bent‟s Juniperus procumbens nana in the 

foreign tree section and William Romyn‟s 

Ficus burtt-davyi winning the indigenous 

section.   For this issue‟s competition, we 

had one more photo submitted, thanks 

Hansie.   Please, please, please let us see 

some of your wonderful trees from you 

area. 

Tony Bent—Procumbens nana 

William Romyn—Ficus burtt-davyi 

Some concern has been raised regarding 

how this e-zine competition relates to the 

Tommy Flaxman Memorial Photographic 

and the SABA Cup Competitions.   In 

speaking to Caroll we agree that it should 

be seen as an enhancement of the na-

tional photographic competitions.   What 

we hope to do with this is to get people to 

think more about taking pictures of their 

trees and hopefully this will build a stock 

If you do have any interesting bonsai re-

lated pictures please submit them anyway 

as Caroll loves using them as fillers in the 

E-zine. 

Pictures will be reviewed by me (I will just 

be looking at the basic quality of the im-

age making sure it is in focus, whole tree 

in shot etc.) and then sent through to Car-

oll who will include them in the Ezine.   

Readers will be asked to vote for their 

favourite tree and the most popular trees 

will be announced in the next issue.  

I would also love to get feed back from 

people on how they would like to see the 

competition develop.   Please send your 

comments to email address above.   

 

Competition for MAY/JUNE 2009 

Please click on your favourite photo. You 

may vote for your favourite INDIGENOUS  

as well as your favourite FOREIGN tree.  

Owner—Hansie Bekker, Photographer = 

Hansie Bekker—Azalea 

 

Owner—Freddie Bischoff, Photographer—

Carl Morrow, Cedrus deodara.  Tree has 

been in training for 10 years and is 70cm 

high. 

 

Category—Foreign Trees 

mailto:photos@bonsai.co.za
mailto:photos@bonsai.co.za
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904A
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904B


SABA Ezine Photo Competition………………...Carl Morrow 

Owner—Rudi Adam, Photogra-

pher—Carl Morrow, Pinus par-

viflora.  Tree has been in training 

for 27 years and is 40cm high. 

Owner—Rudi Adam, Photogra-

pher—Carl Morrow, Olea eu-

ropaea, ssp Africana.  Tree has 

been in training for 26 years and is 

55cm high. 

Owner—Freddie Boschoff, Photog-

rapher—Carl Morrow, Buddleja 

saligna.  Tree has been in training 

for 15 years and is 35cm high. 

 

Owner—Carl Morrow, Photographer—

Carl Morrow, Acer beugeranium.  Tree 

has been in training for 15 years and is 

27cm high. 

 

Owner—Viky Peterman, Photographer—

Carl Morrow, Punica granatum, var nana.  

Tree has been in training for 5 years and 

is 40cm high. 

Owner—Thys Klem, Photographer—Carl 

Morrow, Parthenocissus quuinquefolia.  

Tree has been in training for 13 years and 

is 35cm high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owner—Thys Klem, Photographer—Carl 

Morrow, Ficus burtt-davyi.  Tree has been 

in training for 10 years and is 8cm high. 

Owner—Terry Moore, Photographer—

Carl Morrow, Olea europaea, ssp Afri-

cana.  Tree has been in training for 4 years 

and is 60cm high. 

Owner—Freddie Bischoff, Photographer—

Carl Morrow, Acacia burkei.  Tree has 

been in training for 14 years and is 50cm 

high. 

 

 

Category—Indigenous 

Trees 

Larger pictures are avail-

able on the web at 

www.saba.org.za 

mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904C
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904D
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904E
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0904F
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904A
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904B
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904C
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904D
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904E
mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=i0904F
http://www.saba.org.za


Oyama Bonsai Kai Show………………...Carl Morrow 

The very comprehensive educa-

tional display constructed by Gavin 

and Cathy Fish. 

A volunteer helping out at the show 

with the shohin display in the back-

ground 

Display tables around the edge of 

the hall. 

Shohin Display 

Sales area 

 

 

 

Óyama Bonsai Kai held its annual show 

over the Easter weekend at Kirstenbosch 

National Botanical Gardens.   It has been 

staging shows at this venue for well over 

20 years with the first show happening as 

the club formed in 1986. 

 Each year a different center-

piece is designed for the hall with aim of 

keeping regular visitors returning to the 

show.   We also have an extremely com-

prehensive educational display that is 

often noted by visitors as one of the high-

lights of the show. 

 On the Saturday afternoon the 

regional Young Designers competition 

was run with Terry Erasmus from the 

Cape Bonsai Kai winning. 

 This year the show was opened 

by Mr. and Mrs. Miyata, the Japanese 

Consul and his wife.   The show was im-

peccably arranged and congratulations 

need to be extended to Freddie Bisshoff 

and his team for eh excellent job that they 

did 

A close up view of part of the centre 

piece.  

The joy of the show.   A key reason for 

participating in shows is the opportunity 

to display your trees in a beautiful envi-

ronment so that you can enjoy them prop-

erly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Another reason to participate in a show is 

the opportunity to discuss trees and get 

ideas for you own trees.   Len Redfern and 

Hennie Nel discussion pot options for Hen-

nie‟s Atlantic Cedar. 

The show venue.   A spectacular site vis-

ited by interested people making it the 

ideal place for a bonsai show. Most of us 

just cannot compete with a view like 

that...ed. 

 

Oyama Easter Show 2009 opening (c) Hen-

nie Nel: 

The opening of the show by Mr. Miyata 

and is wife. 

 



 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai 

Kai 

KUTEM RANGE 

Contact Tony Mortimer  

084 625 3359 

Demonstrator 

Errol Rubin—All rounder, good presentation 

skills and easy  talking style. Available for 

demo’s for workshops, etc. 

Please contact Errol on erubin@mweb.co.za  

Demonstrator 

Charles Ceronio—Author of many books, 

world renowned demonstrator. 

Please contact Charles on  

charlesceronio@telkomsa.net  

Demonstrator 

Duncan Wiles—Available for demo’s for 

workshops, etc. 

Please contact Duncan on cen-

turef@icon.co.za  

 

Contact Jonothan for info 

on 

Ficus microcarpa 

   +27 83 254 1022 

Contacts 

http://www.saba.org.za/
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org/
http://www.bonsai.co.za/
http://www.pmbbonsai.co.za/
http://www.pmbbonsai.co.za/
http://oyama.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=39
http://kwanba.homegel.co.za/
mailto:erubin@mweb.co.za
mailto:charlesceronio@telkomsa.net
mailto:centuref@icon.co.za
mailto:centuref@icon.co.za

