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 The Application of Art Principles in Bonsai: - 

Harry Harrington 

There has been much debate in recent years as to the relationship between Bonsai and Art. 
Is the practice of Bonsai purely horticultural or does it have strong artistic aspects as well? 
Many enthusiasts initially approach bonsai for its horticultural practices and it is only when 
they then attempt to style and form their trees, that the artistic and creative side of the prac-
tice comes into play. 
There are in fact many basic artistic principles at play when we design our trees; or, at least 
there should be. Many of these principles are already provided for us in the commonly ap-
plied 'Rules of Bonsai'. 
This article deals with one of the most important and basic principles known as 'The Golden 
Section'. 

 

The Golden Section is a Law of Proportionality. It is a Law that occurs fre-
quently in nature and its use is particularly useful in Art. First developed by 
Vitruvius, it is most famously known from Leonardo Da Vinci's 1509 drawing 
'The Divine Proportion' (see above). 
Essentially the law states that two unequal parts of a whole must be in rela-
tionship to each other to create a satisfactory image to the eye. 
Numerically Golden Section is approx. 1.618034 or 38% to 62%. This propor-
tion reoccurs throughout our lives and can be said to create an ideal propor-
tion between two objects or two parts of a whole. 
                                                                                     Continued... 
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A Brief History of Arbor Day 

In my opinion…………………... 
I would like to thank every-
body that voted in our web 
poll with regards to the future 
of the eZine.  Your comments 
and suggestions were ex-
tremely valuable.  There were 
no major complaints except 
for the size of the download.  
Very soon, the new web site 
will be functional and you will 
be able to request to be 
added to the mailing list and 
receive your magazine in your 
inbox or read it on line.  
Please bear with me while I 
get this sorted out as I still 
need to acquaint myself with 

the new software, etc, etc. 
Hopefully, it will be a 
more enjoyable experi-

ence for all. 

 

Apart from that, nothing 
has changed and I would 
still like to invite all clubs 
to send me information, 
newsletters, snippets or 
any bonsai related stories 
at any time. Please do not 
wait for an invite. I use 
everything I get at some 

stage or another.   

 

If you want club related 
information or events pub-
lished on the SABA web 
site, please send it sepa-
rately—just to make my life 

easier;-) 

 

I had a very interesting con-
versation with Ian Pringle at 
the SABA Convention in 
Pretoria and twisted his 
arm for a few articles. The 
first one is in this issue, 

there is more to come! 

 

 

In South Africa, Arbor Day was 

first celebrated in 1983. The 

event captured the imagination of 

people who recognized the need 

for raising awareness of the value 

of trees in our society. As sources 

of building material, food, medi-

cine, and simple scenic beauty, 

trees play a vital role in the health 

and well-being of our communi-

ties. Collective enthusiasm for the 

importance of this issue in South 

Africa inspired the national gov-

ernment, in 1999, to extend the 

celebration of Arbor Day to Na-

tional Arbor Week. From 1 to 7 

September every year, schools, 

businesses and organizations are 

encouraged to participate in com-

munity "greening" events to im-

prove the health and beauty of the 

local environment and propose a 

green future for South Africa.  

 

The Common „Tree of the Year‟ 

is the Fever Tree or the Acacia 

xanthophloea. The uncommon or 

rare tree of 2010 is Cape Garde-

nia or Rothmani capensis.  This 

site also carries a list of pro-

tected tree species in South Af-

rica. 

 

The Fever Tree is only found 

near permanent water sources, 

such as rivers, swamps and pans. 

One or two trees may be seen 

together in an area, and they oc-

cur in large numbers near Pafuri.  

No other thorn-tree in this area 

has a trunk and branches that are 

yellow-green and covered in yel-

low powder, making it unique in 

appearance. It has a straight, 

smooth, single trunk, and a 

sparse, roundish, spreading can-

opy. The trunk and branches 

"peel" in paper-thin layers. The 

tree is medium to tall, well 

shaped, and grows to a height of 

between 10 and 15 m. Because 

of growing in low-lying swampy 

places, these trees are associated 

with malary, early pioneers be-

lieving that the tree was respon-

sible, rather than the malaria 

mosquito that breed in them.  

Arbor Day originated in 1872 in 

the United States territory of Ne-

braska. Mr. J. Sterling Morton, a 

newcomer to the treeless plains of 

Nebraska, was a keen proponent 

of the beauty and benefit of trees. 

He persuaded the local agricul-

tural board to set aside a day for 

planting trees and through his po-

sition as editor of Nebraska's first 

newspaper, encouraged participa-

tion in the event by publishing 

articles on the value of trees for 

soil protection, fruit, shade and 

building. Mr. Morton's home, 

known as Arbor Lodge, was a 

testament to his love for trees and 

so inspired the name of the holi-

day; Arbor Day. Within two dec-

ades Arbor Day was celebrated in 

every US State and territory, and 

eventually spread around the 

world. The tradition continues 

annually in the second week of 

August, in global acknowledg-

ment of Mr. Morton's slogan, 

"other holidays repose upon the 

past; Arbor Day proposes for the 

future."  

http://www.plantzafrica.com/plantab/acaciaxanth.htm
http://www.plantzafrica.com/plantab/acaciaxanth.htm
http://www.plantzafrica.com/plantqrs/rothmancapen.htm
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Meaning of flowers 

 

 

Acacia 

beauty in retirement 

Daffodil 

respect 

Marigold 

grief 

Agapanthus 

secret love 

Daisy 

loyal love and innocence 

Narcissus 

―stay as sweet as you are‖ 

Ambrosia 

―your love is returned‖ 

Freesia 

trust 

Orchid 

thoughtful, maturity, charm 

Anemone 

sincerity; forsaken 

Forget-me-not 

true love and good memories 

Petunia 

―your presence soothes me‖ 

Aster 

symbol of love 

Hyacinth 

―please forgive me‖ 

Primrose 

―I cannot be without you‖ 

Azalea 

―take care of yourself‖ 

Honeysuckle 

happiness 

Stephanotis 

happiness in marriage 

Bluebell 

humility 

Hydrangea 

―thank you for understanding‖ 

Sweet Pea 

―thanks for a lovely time‖ 

Cactus 

endurance 

Iris 

wisdom, faith and hope 

Sunflower 

pride, sunshine 

Caladium 

great joy and delight 

Jonquil 

desire for affection returned 

Tulip 

perfect lover and luck 

Camellia 

good luck gift for a man 

Larkspur 

fickleness 

Violet 

faithfulness, virtue 

Chrysanthemum 

―you are a wonderful friend‖ 

Lily of the Valley 

beauty, gaiety, coquetry 

Viscaria 

―dance with me‖ 

Crocus 

gladness 

Magnolia 

nobility 

Wisteria 

welcome 

Carnations 

The flower of fascination 

Pink – ―always on my mind‖ 

Red – passion 

White – sweet, lovely, good luck 

 

 

Roses 

The flower of love 

Red – love, passion 

Pink – happiness 

White – purity, innocence 

Yellow – friendship 

This Valentine‘s Day, if someone gave you flowers, they were really trying to tell you something. Just for fun, see what our loved ones were trying to 

tell us: 



Climate Change…………………………......Ian Pringle 
atoms in wood do not come from the soil but 

through the process of photosynthesis, from the 

CO2 in the air. 

Carbon dioxide, although forming only 38/1000 

of one per cent of the air, it is extremely impor-
tant as an absorber of heat and as such can trans-

form the atmosphere into an insulating blanket 

covering the earth. The amount of CO2 in the 

atmosphere can be measured. Dr Roger Revelle 

of the USA has been doing this since 1958 and 

has not only shown a steady increase from 315 

ppm in 1958 to 380 ppm in 2005 but also a re-

petitive seasonal variation of about 5 ppm. Dur-

ing the northern hemisphere summer the CO2 

content of the atmosphere would drop about 5 

ppm only to go up again a little more during the 

following winter. This is because the vast major-

ity of the Earth‘s land mass and vegetation is 

north of the equator. When the Northern hemi-

sphere is tilted toward the sun during spring and 

summer, the leaves come out and breath in CO2 

decreasing the amount world wide. During the 

Northern Hemisphere winter – tilted away from 

the sun – most of the leaves fall and release CO2, 

pushing the readings back up again. 

There is a complicated but direct relationship 

between the CO2 levels in the atmosphere and 

the average surface temperature of the Earth. 

Clear evidence comes from the studies of glacial 
ice. Glacial ice is deposited in layers, with a new 

top layer every year – similar to the growth rings 

of a tree. These layers are very evident in ice 

cores drilled into glaciers and glaciologists have 

been able to go back more 650 000 years. Not 

only can they go back this far but they can also 

isolate the bubbles of air trapped in the glacial ice 

at the time of formation. The CO2 levels in the 

bubbles can be measured directly while an accu-

rate estimate of the average global temperature 

can be calculated from the relative concentra-

tions of the isotopes of both hydrogen and oxy-

gen in the trapped air at the time. The correla-

tion is remarkable. Every time the CO2 levels go 

up the average global temperature follows suit. A 

further remarkable observation was made from 

these data: The CO2 levels for the last 650 000 

years have never been as high as they are now 

and they are rising. 

Some of the predicted consequences of global 

warming for the next generation, for our kids 

and grand children, are: 

1. Large portions of the glaciers in both the Artic 
and Antarctic will melt. This will result in a rise in 

sea levels. If levels rise only 10 metres, flooding 

of large areas of heavily populated areas such as 

the Netherlands, India and Bangladesh will occur. 

The main culprit for global warming, and the 

main procrastinator in taking steps to stop global 

warming, will not be spared – a large area of 

Manhattan and the 9/11 memorial site will also 

be flooded! 

2. Glacial melt from Canada, Greenland and the 

Arctic will increase the amount of fresh water 

entering the north Atlantic, diluting the ocean 

water (making it less salty and dense), weakening 

if not stopping the Gulf Stream. Heat transfer 

from the equator into the north Atlantic will fail, 

and Europe and North America will freeze 

in a new ice age. The paradox is that the 
main culprits for global warming in Europe 

will freeze because of their contribution to 

global warming. Sceptics will say: impossible! 

Well not really, it has happened before. 

There is plenty of evidence for the exis-

tence of a huge glacial platform or ice-shelf 

in the present Great Lakes Area and when 

it melted and did not regenerate (leaving 

behind the Grate Lakes), it diluted the 

North Atlantic Ocean, stopping the Gulf 

Stream. The last European ice age 11 000 

years ago was the result. 

3. The Himalayan Glaciers will melt and 

disappear cutting off the constant supply of 

drinking water to tens if not hundreds of 

millions of people in India and Bangladesh. 

4. Storms (hurricanes and cyclones) will 

become more frequent and more destruc-

tive including hurricanes in the south Atlan-

tic, never believed possible before. Brazil 

was hit by a south Atlantic cyclone for the 

first time on record in March 2005.  The 

east coast of southern Africa is also very 

vulnerable. Mozambique will suffer the 
most while South Africa will experience 

heavier and more frequent storms as well 

as more frequent and more intensive 

droughts. 

5. Cities and towns founded above the 

mosquito line, like Nairobi and Harare, will 

begin to report more and more cases of 

malaria. Gauteng is bound to suffer the 

same fate. 

These are but a few of the consequences of 

global warming and we, as inhabitants of 

Earth, owe it to our descendants to do 

something about it. AIDS is not half as 

great a threat to mankind as is Global 

Warming. 

What a legacy but what can we do about it? 

Well to start with think about how you can 

cut down on your CO2 contribution to the 

atmosphere and do it together with 

GROWING MORE BONSAI!! Our little 

soldiers. 

References: 

1. Gore, Al. (2007). An Inconvenient 

Truth.  Viking, 192p 

McCarthy, Terence and Rubidge, Bruce. 

(2005). The Story of Earth & Life. 

Kumba, 333p. 

 

Ian Pringle’s Ficus mi-

crocarpa 

Destruction of forests, combustion of fossil fuels 

and other forms of pollution by man not only affect 

our immediate quality of life, but pose a much more 

dangerous threat, global warming. Our bonsai are 

doing their bit to combat this threat. Bonsai and 
other trees and plants consume carbon dioxide 

(CO2), the principle greenhouse gas responsible for 

global warming. Do your bit (see below) and get 

another bonsai. 

Very dramatic climate changes are taking place all 

over the world because of global warming. Not only 

are storms becoming more frequent, they are also 

becoming more severe. In 2005 (remember Hurri-

cane Katrina) a study by the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology showed that, since the 1970‘s storms 

in both the Atlantic and Pacific have increased in 

intensity by about 50 per cent! In fact there were so 

many tropical storms and hurricanes in 2005 that 

meteorologists ran out of names for them - they 

reverted to the Greek alphabet to name storms 

that continued into December. Warmer ocean 

water increases the moisture content and wind 

velocity of storms passing over it. Warmer air holds 

more moisture with the result that when there is a 

downpour, it comes down in buckets - as in torna-

does. In the ten years from 1950 –1960 there were 

less than fifty storms in all of Asia. During the 

1990‘s, over the same time period, there were no 

less than 325 floods in Asia! Global warming tends 
to relocate rainfall so that certain regions experi-

ence unusually dry spells. Forty years ago, Lake 

Chad, in central Africa, was the sixth largest lake in 

the world. Today Lake Chad has shrunk to less than 

one-twentieth of its original size! Devastating 

droughts await this part of Africa and the receding 

waters will bring about further border clashes be-

cause of land rights issues over the former lake 

bottom. Precipitation figures collected over the last 

century show that Ethiopia, Sudan, Chad, Niger, 

Mali and Mauritania are all currently experiencing a 

decrease of precipitation of more than 50 per cent. 

We must not be too complacent in South Africa. 

The data for Gauteng show a drop of 10 per cent in 

annual precipitation over the same period. In Na-

mibia the drop in precipitation is close to 30 per 

cent. 

The earth‘s atmosphere is very thin, so thin in fact 

that to scale, a coat of varnish on a desk size globe 

of the earth would represent the thickness of the 

atmosphere. Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, 

through a system of complicated processes, regulate 

and hold in a favourable amount of heat radiated 
from the Sun. This system is under threat because 

Man is polluting and changing its composition. Be-

fore the industrial revolution just the right amount 

of the sun‘s energy was soaked up by greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere to maintain a habitable 

planet at a pleasant average temperature of 150 C. 

Without greenhouse gases it is estimated that the 

Earth‘s temperature would drop to around -180 C. 

Of all the greenhouse gases, such as CO2, methane 

(CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O), CO2 gets top billing 

because it accounts for 80 per cent of total green-

house gas emissions by Man. We release CO2 into 

the atmosphere when we burn fossil fuels – oil, 

natural gas, and coal. When we cut down forests 

we are not only adding CO2 to the atmosphere we 

are also destroying a natural system capable of 

consuming vast amounts of CO2 and releasing oxy-

gen into the atmosphere. The countless carbon 
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Waterberg Bonsaiklub 



 

Interesting Links………………………………….………. 
Photography:  How to photograph 

your bonsai…...Mr. Crow‘s Guide 

Bonsai Pests:  Loads of information of 

pests in the garden….Entomology 

Bonsai 4Me:   

Knowledge of Bonsai 

Farrand Bloch‘s magazine, Bonsai Focus 

Midway Bonsai Kai 

Art of Bonsai 

American Bonsai Society 

Eastern Province Bonsai Society 

Bonsai Bark 

Bonsai Farm 
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Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

World Bonsai Friendship Federation 

Oyama Bonsai Kai 

The Bonsai Doctor 

Bonsai Huisie 

Mikibu Bonsai Kai 

African Bonsai Convention 3 

SABA on Facebook 

Bonsai Shikoku 

International Bonsai Forum 

Lindsay Farr Videos 

 

(Article submitted by Tony Mortimer) 

The term “Estate planning" may not be new but to most, it still is a foreign term. "Estate planning" is actually a term 
used by tax lawyers when they refer to the planning stage of one's valuable assets which one wants to distribute 
upon his death, with the end in view of 1) paying the least taxes to the government that may be due in the event of 
the distribution of the assets (after one's death), and 2) avoiding any trouble in the partitioning of the assets 
amongst those who may legally entitled to inherit, or those to whom one wishes to bequeath all or a portion of his 
assets, technically referred to as the "estate".  
 
On the subject of Tax, do not include your bonsai’s as an asset in your estate. That sum of money will be included 
in your total assets and can be subject to part of Death Duties. Imagine valuing your trees at R100, 000 and the 
Proportional tax being 30%. Your estate will pay R30, 000 taxes for your trees that may only realise R10, 000  

 

Effects of Lack of Planning  
In my experience as a bonsai Hobbyist for at least twelve years now, and as president of BRAT for a few years, I 
have seen fellow bonsai artists have gotten seriously ill or who have met the Creator (again, most unexpectedly) 
resulting in their bonsai collections being negatively affected.  More often than not, this situation results in their 
prized trees dying or miserably suffering (either a lot of its branches of a substantial portion of the tree dying back) 
because of utter neglect by to whom those trees have left, Who thought perhaps that those do not have high eco-
nomic value: Of being sold at ridiculously low prices at which the buyer himself would not sell if he were to sell 
those trees.  
 
Really, this can be a double tragedy to the owner (who for many years nurtured the trees with the best care he or 
she could offer not to mention the fact that there is already a good amount of economic added value to the tree) 
and also to the bonsai world which has just lost either a potential majestic tree or a tree that has already gained a 
niche in the bonsai scene; the latter being a more painful situation.                                                  

continued 

ESTATE PLANNING FOR YOUR BONSAI  
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20 – 35    Meer-
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50    Kanonkop 
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60 – 70   Alles-
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http://octavia.zoology.washington.edu/bonsai/photography/
http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/dept/entfacts2.asp#landscape
http://www.bonsai4me.com/
http://knowledgeofbonsai.org/
http://www.bonsaifocus.com/
http://www.midwaybonsai.co.za/
http://www.artofbonsai.org
http://www.absbonsai.org/
http://www.epbonsai.co.za/
http://www.bonsaibark.com
http://www.bonsaifarm.tv/
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org/
http://www.bonsai-wbff.org/octoberbonsai/index.html
http://www.oyama.co.za/
http://www.bonsai.co.za/
http://www.sabonsai.co.za/
http://www.bonsaisa.co.za/
http://www.abc3.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?v=info&gid=108928175417
http://bonsai.shikoku-np.co.jp/en/gallery/
http://www.internationalbonsaiforum.com/
http://vimeo.com/user1271275


ESTATE PLANNING FOR YOUR BONSAI  

again, this an .ideal situation.  

2. Sell Your Tree  

With this option, the tree's selling price may 

not be as much your primary consideration 

as the willingness of the buyer to give, at 

least, the basic care required by the tree. 

The skill of the buyer may not be too impor-

tant also, for as long as the tree will be as-

sured of its continued existence and beauty.  

Nonetheless, it is still a plus factor if the 

buyer is a skillful bonsai artist; hence, be-

tween two potential buyers of different skills, 

understandably you may opt to leave your 

tree with one with more skills even if the 

price should be lower than that offered by the 

other.  

3. Sell your trees 2  

An alternate to selling your trees before you 

go to the happy hunting ground, (and I don’t 

mean go on another dig). Is to sell your trees 

as a lay by to someone who may want to 

present a mature tree to a young person. 

That entails keeping the tree in the finest 

condition for someone else. There could also 

be a retainer fee for looking after the trees  

You also have the satisfaction of knowing 

where your trees are going  

4. Donate Your Tree To A local Bonsai 

Club  

If there is a bonsai club in your area willing to 

accept your tree, then you may want to con-

sider donating them. The main advantage of 

this is that there is already a pool of skilful 

artists who can take care of your trees. But 

be sure that the trees you will be giving the 

local bonsai club are worthy of the club's 

space and resources. You should be graceful 

enough to accept rejections from the local 

dub if it does not find your trees worthy.  

Also make you wishes known to that club 

Chairman and the Secretary  

5. Give Them to Friends  

If the local bonsai dub does not have the 

space to accommodate your trees, then 

these could be distributed to members who, 

more often would be only to willing to accept 

them, Usually, there are members of varying 

talents and preferences for trees in every 

bonsai club. There are those who prefer 

deciduous trees while there are those who 

prefer evergreens. In some cases, there are 

those who may want flowering trees and 

there are those who are partial to fruiting 

bonsai.  

So whenever possible, the recipients of your 

trees should get the trees they prefer to take 

care of with this option. You almost assured 

that your tree will get the required treatment 

they deserve. Otherwise the trees may not 

be welcome in the new home and just suf-

fer a setback.  

6. Form a Bonsai Foundation  

This probably may be for those who are 

affluent and can afford to establish a Non-

stock, Non-profit foundation to take care of 

their trees, Bearing in mind that a founda-

tion will cost a substantial amount of 

money. Basically, the scheme under this 

setup is to deposit a sum of money in a 

trust fund (usually with a bank) and the 

interest income there from will be used to 

defrayal expenses necessary in keeping 

the trees alive and attractive, such as 

wages for the caretakers, water, electricity, 

etc. You may consult your, lawyer in your 

area on how to go about this scheme. Each 

country surely has a set of Laws to be fol-

lowed in setting up a foundation  

A Matter of Choice  

The above enumerated options are mere 

suggestions. There may be other ideas you 

have in mind. Which maybe similar, modifi-

cations or combinations of these, for in-

stance you can sell a few of your trees and 

the rest can either be donated to a bonsai 

club or given away to friend In the end, the 

ultimate objective for your trees not to be 

caught by surprise if they shall be without 

all of a sudden a caretaker.  

In the meantime. Enjoy the company of 

your trees as they enjoy yours. But do re-

member to estate plan for them. It will give 

you peace of mind and your trees will be 

eternally grateful to you for making to a part 

of your estate planning.  

An afterthought, we probably have more 

bonsai Pots than trees, these needs to go 

into your plan  

Tony Mortimer  

2010  

Based on an article in Bonsai International 

1998 

Proven Advantages of Early Planning  

In Japan (where it is commonly believed the art 

of bonsai was perfected) its magnificent bonsai 

masterpieces me considered heirlooms have 

passed hands from one generation to another. 

In fact these trees are considered priceless 

collections not just because of their sheer 

beauty but because of their age too.   

 

Easily, not a few of these trees are more than a 

hundred years old, And yet, these trees have 

not only been beautifully maintained, but they 

have also been greatly aesthetically enhanced 

by those who have been lucky to acquire them 

either through inheritance, sale, or other modes 

of acquisition. It is safe to assume that the own-

ers planned early enough the fate of their trees 

in anticipation of their inevitable permanent· 

absence from this earth or probably the ones 

who were left with those trees realized their 

great value just like, If not more than pieces of 

diamonds. Indeed these owners "estate 

planned" their bonsai collection well ahead of 

time.  

Thankfully their trees did not meet an otherwise 

morbid fate and the bonsai world continues to 

enjoy their majestic beauty.  

Making Your Plans Known  

Since non-bonsai enthusiasts cannot accept the 

proposition that your bonsai collection is worth 

mentioning in your last will and testament 

(unless you insist that it be included for formal-

ity's sake), you may talk about your estate plans 

for your bonsai collection to family members 

and friends in an informal way. Perhaps over 

meals, or in small gatherings with family mem-

bers and friends, you could Just mention in 

passing that if anything untoward happens to 

you, you would rather see· your collection dis-

tributed in a particular manner.  

So as to avoid losing those trees to the Great 

Unknown, l suggest the following pointers be 

done .while you are still with the proper frame of 

mind and capable:  

1. Leave your Trees with Interested mem-

bers  

It will be a blessing, if at least one family mem-

ber is interested in caring for bonsai. In some 

cases, both the husband and wife are into the 

hobby. This should be an ideal situation  

Because you are at least assured your surviv-

ing spouse will continue to shower your trees 

with the usual care. But what happens when the 

surviving spouse meets the same fate, not ex-

actly at the same time but months or years 

thereafter? In this event at least one of your 

family members takes up the same hobby, 
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Art Principles……………...continued 
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          These images show firstly the Golden rectangle, here each whole rec-
tangle is sub-divided using the Golden Section ration of 38%/62%. 

In addition to the golden rectangle, we have the golden spiral. This is where 
the spiral is marked out  traversing successive edges of golden section rec-
tangles. This exact spiral exists in many natural forms such as in seashells 
and plants. 

 

The naturally occurring Golden Section proportion/ratio reoccurs throughout 
our lives. For instance the proportion between the forearm and upper arm is 
38% to 62% and the same ratio applies between the hand and forearm. Our 

own faces are comprised of this ratio time and time again; within the relation-
ships between our eyes, ears, mouth and nose, the Golden Section can be 
found. Further (conscious or subconscious) recognition of the Golden Section 
in inanimate and artistic endeavors therefore feels 'right' to the eye and creates 
a feeling of satisfaction and harmony within an image. 

 

The Golden Section ratio also shows up in the so-called Fibonacci Series. This 
is a sequence of numbers where each number is the sum of the two preceding 
numbers: 1 1 2 3 5 8 13 

The ratio of two successive numbers in this sequence is approximately equal 
to the Golden Section. 

0+1=1 

1+1=2 

1+2=3 

2+3=5 

3+5=8 ... 

This is called the Fibonacci sequence. These numbers are used by nature all the time. for 
example, the rose has spirals of 3 petals in one direction and 5 petals in the other. 

A pine cone for instance has 3+5=8 spirals in one direction and 5+8=13 spirals in the other. 

 

Finally, the Golden Section gives rise to the 'Two Thirds Rule' within art and particularly  

Asian art. It involves creating a place of emphasis or focus within the composition. The point 
of emphasis is found by dividing the painting into three parts vertically and then horizontally; 
where the dividing lines meet (there are four points) are supposedly aesthetically pleasing 

places to put the focus of the painting. From an evolutionary psychological 
perspective, the aesthetic aspect of this form of composition could be justified. 
It is not natural to have objects perfectly centred and symmetrical.  

 

This painting has been divided into thirds in accordance to the 'Two Thirds Rule' and the Golden 
Section. This composition creates harmony to the eye because the main focus points are placed 
along aesthetically pleasing lines, the objects are asymmetrically placed according to the ratio. 

 

 

THE GOLDEN SECTION, TWO THIRDS RULE AND BONSAI 
The Golden Section appears time and time again within Bonsai rules. Nearly every time two design elements are 
placed in conjunction to each other, there is always an opportunity to satisfy the rules of the Golden Section. 
Since we are dealing with living plants or materials that are constantly changing through the seasons, the Golden 
Section is simplified to a ration of 1:2/3 or 1½:1 
From the dimensions of the pot in relation to the bonsai, the distances between each branch level as it ascends up 
the trunk of the tree, to the position of planting within the pot, the Golden Section is often applied. 
The asymmetry of the Golden Section is used throughout the Art of bonsai; from avoidance of symmetrical posi-
tioning and asymmetrical triangular patterns to the use of odd (rather than even) numbers. 
How many times have we heard that the first branch should be placed at a level 1/3 of the height of the tree? That 
the tree should be planted towards the left or right and not in the centre of the pot? That a bonsai should be placed 
towards the left or right and not the centre of a display stand? That the main tree within a group planting should 
never be placed in the centre of the pot? 

 



Art Principles……………………………………….…………..continued 

 

As an example of the way that the Golden section can be applied to a very simple picture; here is a formal upright 
tree with the first branch positioned 1/3 of the height of the tree. Each branch is placed with diminishing spac-
ing  between it and the next branch according to the Golden Section. 

 

In this image the first branch has moved downwards; its relationship visually with the tree as a whole and the next 
branch upward has changed and creates a less restful image. 

 

 

Finally, three branches have been moved up and downwards though the first branch is correctly positioned ac-
cording to the Golden Section. The image has now become visually unsatisfactory. 

 

 

A second example, in this image the bonsai (as a whole) is placed centrally 
on its stand.  It is not until the bonsai is placed according to the rules of the 
Golden Section and the Two Thirds Rule, that the image as a whole is re-
solved. 

 

FINALLY...... 
Through this relatively simple law, much of the way we can create and perceive Art can be altered. In one article it would be 
impossible to cover all the far reaching implications of the Golden Section within just the context of bonsai, let alone Art itself. 
By understanding the principles of the Golden Section it is possible to positively apply them in a myriad of ways when styling 
and presenting your trees. 

 
However, it should be noted that it would never be possible for every facet of a tree to comply with the Golden Section, nei-
ther would it be beneficial to try to. Trees, trunks and branches do not grow in accordance with an Artistic Law and its over 
use within a composition could well become too visually repetitive. 

 
 Certain features within a design that disobey the Golden Section can be deliberately used to create movement and energy 
which is then resolved elsewhere in the composition. 
(Article kindly reprinted with the permission of Harry Harrington—
Bonsai4me) 

Bonsai4me is the web site for Harry Harring-

ton who is a UK based bonsai artist. He has 

kindly given permission for his articles to be 

used.  He is available for bonsai lessons and 

services within a 50 mile range of Bedford or 

West London.  Harry also runs a “Virtual 

Styling” on the net and it is worthwhile to read his comments on 

Facebook.  It is a web site well worth the visit..   
English or Field Elm/Ulmus minor bonsai 

Height 17"/42cm 
Developed from an airlayered branch over 5 years 

by Harry Harrington 
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Johan Espach praat hieroor tydens die BRAT dag p[ 31 Julie 2010 by die Water-

berg Bonsaiklub in Mookgophong (Naboomspruit). 

http://www.bonsai4me.com/AdvTech/ATGolden%20Section.html
http://www.bonsai4me.com/Bonsai%20Virtuals%20Service.htm
http://www.bonsai4me.com/Bonsai%20Virtuals%20Service.htm


 Oyama Bonsai Kai will be having 

their annual Easter show, on the 2/3/4/ 

and 5th of April. During the show we 

will be having the Bernard Coetzee 

Young Designers Competition. This 

will be held on the Saturday 3rd April 

at 13h00, in the Sanlam Hall, Kirsten-

bosch. 

Last year we had 6 entrants and the 

winner, Terry Erasmus from Cape Kai, 

went on to win the national competi-

tion. (“So we got talent”) 

I would like to make an urgent appeal 

to all clubs to encourage their 

“youngsters” which in this case means 

experience and not age, to enter. 

This competition should be viewed as 

an opportunity for the bonsai fraternity 

to develop the „new‟ entrant‟s talent 

and give them the opportunity to meet 

others that are new in our bonsai 

hobby. 

It will encourage excellence and en-

hance the level of our „bonsai‟ art. 

If every club puts forward at least one 

entry, it will create a wonderful oppor-

tunity for all the club representatives to 

develop a healthy camaraderie, which 

will augur well for future co-operation 

amongst the clubs. 

I will appreciate it if the clubs will ac-

knowledge this e-mail, so I know it has 

reached your club. (Please forward to 

whoever you think I have missed) 

It will also be appreciated if you can 

circulate the Show dates to your Club 

members, so we can reach as wide a 

public as possible to bolster our Bonsai 

hobby.  I have included an article that 

will appear on our website for you to 

circulate to your friends. 

Please contact me if you have any 

questions. 

P l e a s e  s e e  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.oyama.co.za 

Hennie Nel. (082 492 1891) 

Read more/Lees meer…………….. 
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Please note that news, 

views and opinions ex-

pressed herein are not 

necessarily those of the 

Editor or Exco Members. 

“I” sometimes refers to 

the writer of the respec-

tive club newsletters. 

Club News 

I would love to publish all news-

letters, but please could you 

send it to me in .pdf format or 

MS Word. If you send pictures, 

please could it be in .jpeg for-

mat and between 200kb and 500 

kb. Any other format makes it 

very time consuming and diffi-

cult to work with. 

Also consider giving permission 

to have your newsletter put on 

the SABA website. 

Jy kort dalk ‗n tak op ‗n spesifieke plek 

aan ‗n boom en die ―problem‖ kan soms 

opgelos word deur ‗n tak op die boom 

te ent.  Daar is verskeie metodes van 

enting  en ente werk op verskeie spe-

sies.  Dit is gelukkig nie nodig om die 

wiel op die gebied te herontdek nie 

aangesien daar al heelwat oor die on-

derwerp geskryf is. 

Read more/Lees meer……………… 

February is probably the hottest month 

of the year so please watch your water-

ing. The club meeting this month will be 

the last one on our present programme. 

In March we will be holding our AGM 

which will bring a new committee and a 

new programme. 

Read more/Lees meer……………... 

The “safari” to Shaun and Glenda‟s new 

home was, as usual, a wonderful feast of 

bonsai – which brought to mind several 

questions. 

Read more………………………. 

We have had a Beginners Course as 
well as an Intermediate Course so 
far this year and both were well 
attended. 

Lovely sunhats are available (the 
first lot were cleaned out at the last 
meeting) but place your orders with 
Marie – Bargain Price R50.00 ea 
Lovely green golf caps are also 
available as well, at the same price. 

Read more/Lees meer……………... 

 Once again we had the pleasure 

of an informative demonstration 

by Dave Wilson. The demonstra-

tion was on Yamadori and select-

ing trees from the „wild‟ or nurs-

ery stock and choosing the style 

you see the tree becoming in the 

future.  

Read more/Lees meer………. 

 

http://www.oyama.co.za
http://www.oyama.co.za/index.php/news-a-admin
http://www.saba.org.za/WaterbergFeb2010a.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Caroll/Documents/Webs/Club newsletters/MarApr2010/WaterFeb2010.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/CBKFeb2010.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/Durban%20Bonsai%20Society%20Newsletter%20-%202010_01.pdf
http://www.epbonsai.co.za/newsletters.html
http://www.saba.org.za/ERBKFeb2010.pdf


Club News……………………..….cont….. 
 This is just a short note about one 

of our proposed fundraisers. We 

are hoping to once again raise 

some funds for abc3 by having a 

night out at the Barnyard theatre. 

Before we make a choice we would 

like to have your opinions about the 

event.  

Read more/Lees meer………………………. 

 

Koeda 
To me this edition is a little milestone as it is exactly a year 
ago since I published the first edition. I certainly hope that it 
contributes a little towards news and maybe some informa-
tion towards learning the art of bonsai. 

I paged through last years editions and wondered how all the 
trees that were used in the demonstrations are doing. I have 
decided to try and report back on some of these trees. That is 
if they are still alive and if the owners allows me. In this is-
sue,   on page 9, I report back on the first demonstration tree 
that featured in the first edition of Koeda. 

 

Zululand Bonsai Society 
Will be hosting Sean Murphy, “The Fig Tree 
King” on 10 Paril during an all day event of work-
shops and demonstrations. For more details on the 
day, please contact Liz Wood on 083 441 3666. 

P A G E  1 0  

 

 

 

 

 

Fish Eagle Bonsai Kai 

 My my, how time has flown. It is nearly two month ago 

that we got together and it is now high time that we do 

get together and do what we like the most. Yes, let's 

work on our trees and share some ideas.  

Read more/Lees meer………………………………... 

 During our meeting, we discussed the vari-

ety of species of figs. It was very difficult to 

identify the differ-ent trees at the meeting. I 

found a very interesting web site with pho-

tographs of the leaves, trunk, flowers and/or 

fruit. There is also a description of the distri-

bution, habitat and biology.  

Read more/Lees meer……………………. 

 We were very privileged to wel-

come Mr Hiroyuki Togawa, the Cul-

tural Attaché of the Embassy of Ja-

pan to our last meeting. As men-

tioned, this year Japan and South 

Africa are celebrating 100 years of 

International relations and a pro-

gramme of events during the year 

has been planned to promote and 

celebrate this occasion by the Em-

bassy.  

Read more/Lees meer…………. 

 Johan Els en Brandon Roode het ons „n ver-

skeidenheid bome gewys in die “Clump Style” en 

“Turtleback”. Hulle het ook „n volledige demonstra-

sie gedoen op „n olienhoutboom wat in die veld uit-

gehaal is (Yamadori). Die plan was aanvanklik om 

„n groot boom te styleer maar gaandeweg het die 

boom al kleiner geword soos die lede bydraes ge-

maak om die boom te verbeter.  

 

Tricia het n vyeboom middeldeur gesaag , verskuif en weer 

aanmekaar vasgeskroef om „n beter boom te maak. Daarna 

het sy “ryg-enting” gedoen en 3 nuwe takke vir die boom 

gemaak. 

Lees meer…………………. 

http://www.saba.org.za/KWANBA%20MINI%20C%2027-28%20MARCH.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/PMB2010%20February%20Newsletter.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/FebFEBK2010.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/ShibuiFeb2010.pdf
http://www.saba.org.za/KKFeb2010.pdf


SOUTH AFRICAN BONSAI ASSOCIATION 

 

APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 

 

For office use: 

 

 

Date:   

Club name if you are member of one:   

Individuals full name:   

Postal Address:   

    

Postal Code:   

Tel No. / Mobile No.   

E - Mail:   

Fax Number:   

Applicants Signature:    

Subscription Paid:  (Currently R20.00 per member per annum) YES NO 

Tabled at Committee meeting Dated:   

Accepted Rejected 

Signed on behalf of the committee by:   

Letter sent out informing the individual if accepted or Rejected: Yes No 

Copy of the constitution sent out: Yes No 

Remarks: 

  

  


