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Farrand, Caroll & 

Mario at the SABA 

2009 Convention in 

Pretoria 

Cape Bonsai Kai Show 

Kremetarte…………Hansie Bekker 

In my opinion…………………... 
One of the best times 
this year, so far in any 
case, was the SABA 
Convention in Pretoria. 
I met so many of you. 
Names and “email ad-
dresses” became faces 
and lots of treasured 
memories were made.  I 
cannot wait for the next 

one…. 

Word is not out yet on 
where the next SABA 
Convention will be held. 
All I know is that I am 
saving up for it and will 
be renting a trailer. 

W a t c h  t h i s 

space………..  

 

Please note that in fu-
ture, any letters that 
you want included in the 
newsletters, please send 
i t  t o  c e n -
turef@icon.co.za, who 
will then send it on to 

me, if accepted.  

I got suckered into a 
fundraiser for our local 
church and exhibited 
some of my trees as 
part of an “Open Gar-

dens”.  What a shock! I 
actually have some 
VERY nice trees. It was 
all nicely set up on our 
veranda and I have had 
some amazing response 
to it.  Maybe my friends 
did not really know 
what to look for in nice 

bonsai;-) 

I would also like to wish 
everyone a blessed Fes-
tive season and all the 
b e s t 
f o r 

2010. 

 

kremetart nadat sy wortel 

afgesny is (die een het 

darem verdwyn?).  In die 

EBS nuusbrief word gesê 

dat kremetarte uit hul 

grond gehaal, ens en opge-

hang moet word.  Soos ek 

dit het, kan die boom net 

so in sy pot en grond gelos 

word.  Hy moet net nie 

baie water kry nie.  „n On-

verwagte reenbui sal ook 

nie die ergste wees 

nie.  Bome kan egter in hul 

Daar word tereg gesê, 

soveel mense soveel men-

ings en dit geld baie beslis 

vir die kremetart as bon-

sai. 

EBS se April-nuusbrief is 

aan ons lede gestuur om te 

lees met die volgende 

nota:  “Soos dit is, is daar 

ook onder bonsaiers ver-

skillende idees (oor hoe 

kremetarte hanteer moet 

word), soos bv brand „n 

potte onderdak geplaas 

word.  Kommentaar hierop sal 

waardeer word.” 

Ons moet aanvaar dat die behan-

deling van kremetarte, soos met 

enige ander boom, van plek tot 

plek en afhangende van die kli-

maat, sal verskil. 

In reaksie op my versoek om 

kommentaar, het ek die volgende 

van Danie de Bruin ontvang en ek 

deel dit graag met ander bon-

saiers: 

 

education table and 

demonstrations on how 

to design bonsai and 

how to maintain and 

care for them. There 
will also be many trees, 

pots, tools, starter kits 

and equipment for sale. 

At 3pm on Sunday, De-

cember 13 there will be 

an auction sale of trees. 

The show will be open 

daily from 9am to 5pm. 

Although a small dona-

tion would be appreci-

ated, there is no charge 

to see this magnificent 

show, other than the 
obligatory fee to enter 

Kirstenbosch Gardens. 

For further details 

please phone Tony Bent 

083 2305348 or Doro-

thy Franz 021 7978972  

- or email them at 

tony@nanoson.com or 

dnfranz@gmail.com 

Please don‟t forget - 

Cape Bonsai Kai is hold-

ing its annual show at 

Kirstenbosch from Fri-

day December 11 to 
Sunday December 13. 

This year the show will 

be displaying well over 

100 trees of the highest 

standard – with the con-

centration being on ex-

citing indigenous trees. 

There will also be an 

mailto:centuref@icon.co.za
mailto:centuref@icon.co.za
mailto:tony@nanoson.com
mailto:dnfranz@gmail.com


P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  V I  

Laastens wil ek net weet of jy die bome aan hulle 

“koppe” ophang of hulle “tone”?  

Meer ernstig – sien aanhangsel.”  

 

Die aanhangsel waarna hy verwys, is beskikbaar op 

die Waterberg Bonsaiklub se webwerf by http://

www.waterberg24.co.za/directory/

documents/59.pdf  

“Eiss!!! Ja, ek het gehoor dat dit blykbaar baie belangrik 

is om jou kremetarte nie naby jou nat biltong op te 

hang nie, want anders kan die wortels dalk vrot. 

Ek het ook gehoor dat jy hulle aan „n baie sterk blou 

draad moet ophang, want as die draad dalk breek kan 

die jare lange mooi kroon dalk in sy m_ _ r in wees. 

Ek was nou onlangs in Musina en ek sien die boere daar 

het nog nie begin met die “Jaarlikse Goot Kremetart 

Uithaal” van die bome in die veld nie, miskien is hulle 

laat die jaar, of dalk het hulle bygekom? 

Manure……………submitted by Alison Mortimer 

Kremetarte……………………..vervolg 

http://www.waterberg24.co.za/directory/documents/59.pdf
http://www.waterberg24.co.za/directory/documents/59.pdf
http://www.waterberg24.co.za/directory/documents/59.pdf
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Ectomycorhizal 

fungi form a 

sheath enclosing 

Pinus roots.  

The secret of Mycorrhizal fungi 
Soil is a complex environment con-

sisting of many different types of bacte-

ria and fungi that contribute to plant 

growth. These organisms are micro-

scopic and are ignored despite the ma-
jor contribution they make to plant 

growth and health. They have various 

functions from degrading organic mat-

ter, stimulating root growth, releasing 

nutrients and providing protection from 

other undesirable microbes that cause 

disease. A particularly important benefi-

cial microbial group is the mycorrhizal 

fungi. The name literally means fungus 

root and approximately 90% of all plant 
species naturally have a mycorrhizal re-

lationship. The relationship is symbiotic 

meaning that both fungus and plant 

benefit. Many exotic tree species such 

as Pinus and Quercus form a relationship 

with ectomycorrhizal fungi evident by a 

visible fungal sheath that can be seen 

enveloping the roots (Fig. 1). The most 

commonly found mycorrhizal type asso-

ciated with our indigenous trees and 
shrubs are the arbuscular mycorrhizal 

(AM) fungi. The name refers to specific 

microscopic tree-like structures formed 

within roots called arbuscules (Fig. 2). 

 

Fungi grow by means of straw like 

threads forming a network in the soil 

that efficiently transports nutrients such 

as N and P and water. The nutrients are 

transported back to the plant roots and 

fungal structures that form inside the 

roots assist with the transfer of these 
nutrients to the plant.  These fungi can 

also access nutrients not normally avail-

able to plants through the action of en-

zymes and organic acids. Recent re-

search has also shown that plants pref-

erentially utilize the mycorrhizal uptake 

pathway. Being a symbiotic relationship 

the fungus is rewarded for its efforts 

with energy in the form of sugars from 

the plant, which is manufactured in their 

green leaves. 

 

Plants receiving an adequate and well-

balanced supply of nutrients are more tol-

erant to stresses such as drought, disease, 

saline and acid soils and transplant shock, 

increasing their chances of survival. The 
fungal network in the soils provides a 

unique habitat for other beneficial micro-

organisms, which produce antibiotic com-

pounds that defend against diseases and 

which release nutrients from organic mat-

ter. All factors that contribute to im-

proved soil health 

 

Depletion of mycorrhizal fungi in the soil 

results in nutrient deficiencies, unbalanced 

beneficial microbial populations and de-

grading soil quality all of which contribute 

to poor plant growth, low survival rates 
and even death.  Nutrients than have to 

be supplied externally through the applica-

tion of fertilizers, which further affects the 

microbial populations hastening the cycle 

of degeneration. Plants become stressed 

due to poor nutrition making them sus-

ceptible to disease and undesirable mi-

crobes reign supreme with little interfer-

ence, resulting in the application of pesti-
cides. This plunges the cycle into an ever, 

increasing downward spiral. In an undis-

turbed, natural environment mycorrhizal 

fungi and their associated microbial popu-

lations provide plants with what they need 

to flourish and in turn the plants maintain 

these relationships. Restoring this balance 

is essential to ensure plant health. 

 

Mycorrhizal fungi are critical soil microbes 

and the AM fungi can be replaced by ap-

plying a granular product called Mycoroot. 

This product contains indigenous stains of 
the AM fungi. It can be applied to the 

growing medium or when planting or 

transplanting. For further information and 

advice on this product contact Dr Jo 

Dames (jo@mycoroot.com; Cell: 083 636 

0706) or visit the website 

www.mycoroot.com. 

Microscopic tree-

like structures 

called arbuscules 

within plant roots 

assist with nutri-

ent transfer to 

the host plant. All 

the blue struc-
tures observed in 

the roots are part 

of the symbiotic 

association. 

 

 

mailto:jo@mycoroot.com
http://www.mycoroot.com/


PROPOSED HERITAGE BONSAI COLLECTION TO BE 

HOUSED ON THE BRENTHURST ESTATE, JOHANNESBURG 
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Brenthurst Garden is 

a 16ha privately 

owned garden situ-

ated in Parktown, 

Johannesburg.  The 
garden is rated as 

one of the finest in 

South Africa.  The 

natural style of the garden, with many 

indigenous and endemic plants, creates 

a balanced eco-system where nature 

becomes a gardening partner.  The gar-

den has become a haven for wildlife 

with a steady increase in diversity of life 

which has chosen to call Brenthurst 
„Home‟.  The Brenthurst Garden has 

many aspects which have been expertly 

blended into a harmonious whole, one 

of these being the Japanese Garden.  

One of Japan‟s greatest Masters, Kita-

yama Yasuo designed and constructed 

this beautiful Chisen Kaiyushiki garden, 

two of its main features being an 18m 

waterfall and an authentic Tea Cere-

mony House. 

 

Derry Ralph, President of Shibui Bonsai 
Kai and Strilli Oppenheimer realised 

during a discussion that there was a syn-

ergy between the need for a Heritage 

Bonsai Collection and an opportunity 

for Brenthurst Garden (especially with 
the Japanese link) to provide a suitable 

home for such a collection. 

 

An appropriate area on the Estate 

has been selected.  Work is to 

commence to clear the area and 

erect a small exhibition structure 

and an outdoor display area.  The 
Bonsai will be suitably displayed 

both indoors and outdoors on 

tables or stands.  The existing 

Heritage collection of Shibui Bon-

sai Kai, together with selected 

contributions from other enthusi-

asts will be moved to Brenthurst 

and form the foundation of the 

Collection.    

 

An area, directly behind the dis-

play area will be used as a potting 

shed and a small holding area for 
excess Bonsai stock. All mainte-

nance and work on the Bonsai 

will be carried out by experienced 

Bonsai growers.  Daily care and 

watering will be the responsibility 

of Derry Ralph or selected per-

sons.  Brenthurst Garden staff will 

be trained to correctly water the 

trees only.  All future mainte-
nance and care of the Bonsai will 

be the respon-

sibility of 

suitably ex-

perienced 

Bonsai grow-

ers.  It is an-

ticipated to 

have the Bon-

sai display area 
up and running 

in the latter 

half of 2010.  

Bonsai will 

only be al-

lowed to leave the Estate, with 

the written approval of Derry 

Ralph.   

 

Brenthurst is the private Estate of 

the Oppenheimer family.  Bren-

thurst Garden is open by appoint-

ment and tours of the Garden can 

be arranged through the Bren-

thurst Garden office.  This will ap-

ply to the Heritage Bonsai Collec-

tion as well.  Details are available 
on the website: 

www.Brenthurstgardens.co.za 

 

This is an exciting project for all 

Bonsai enthusiasts and with the 

anticipated overwhelming support 

from fellow volunteers and grow-

ers in the country, we are confi-

dent we will provide and leave fu-

ture generations with a great Bon-

sai Heritage.  To the Oppenheimer 

Family, how can we express our 

gratitude for this tremendous op-

portunity?  Dōmo arigatō gozai-

masu. 

 

If you would like to contribute 
Bonsai for the collection, volunteer 

support, or require any  

more information, please contact 

Derry Ralph on +27(0)11 788 

6104, 082 435 7126(cell) or  

e-mail: bonsaikebana@mweb.co.za 

 

For more information on the 

gardern, you can access the web 

site on 

www.brenthurstgardens.co.za 

http://www.brenthurstgardens.co.za/welcome.php?section=gardens


P A G E  6  

SABA Convention 2009…….Caroll 
I arrived early Thursday 

morning amidst the hustle 

& bustle of trees and peo-

ple arriving. There was an 

amazing atmosphere in the 

air and whilst I browsed 

around the Safari Nursery, 

waiting for all the excite-

ment to start, I reveled in 

the general public‟s “ooh‟s” 

and “aah‟s” every time 

someone brought in a tree for 

the  

 

 

 

exhibition. 

First to meet them was 

Charles Ceronio‟s banner 

on the bridge leading to 

the Convention room.  A 

great artist from good 

genes, if I to believe 

EVERY word he said….. 

It was time to start meet-

ing people, and I eagerly  looked 

around for familiar faces.  I also 

started playing my favourite 

game which 

is trying to 

match a per-

son‟s name 

to his email 

a ddre s s ; - ) 

After making a few sub-

tle notes to myself…. 

That must be Tony 

from………… and I 

reckon that is how 

Pieter from ………… 

would look, I sat down 

& waited for the activi-

ties to start.   

First off was Farrand 

Bloch from the Nether-

lands.  Both Farrand and 

Vaclav worked on Juni-

pers. I sat mesmerized, 

watching “bushes” being 

transformed into some-

thing beautiful.   

Tea time was 

special. A tap 

on the shoul-

der generally 

meant that I 

was about to 

put a face to 

the name and meet a new 

friend……… 

Mario‟s demo was left till 

last and he enchanted the 

audience with his miniature 

houses & bridges. 

Home time came all too 

soon.  

One night a few of us 

stayed behind in the bar and 

“lang-arm”-ed to some Afri-

kaans music.  I was so in-

spired by all this, that  I in-

sisted on going to 

“Presleys” the Blou-bul Bar 

across the road….. Die tan-

nie het nie n clue gehad dat 

in die jols eers 10 uur in die 

aand begin in Pretoria. 

…….  

Needless to say, I left with-

out doing what all self-

respecting Bluebull support-

ers should do & that is to 

have a drink at Presley‟s. 

If you still don‟t know who I 

am, I was the one with my 

camera around my neck 

and my note pad in my 

hand, playing “Reporter-

Reporter”, I did not miss a 

single demonstration… ex-

cept for the time I tried to 

buy  orchids….. 
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Some people, like 

flowers, give 

pleasure, just by 

being. 

 

Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 

Nature needs 
no help, just no 

interference. 
-BJ Palmer 

Erika Kohler 

How to kill a club…………Duncan Wiles 
Don‟t go to meetings or volunteer your 

help. 

If you do, arrive late and leave early to 

avoid getting involved. 

If the weather doesn‟t suit you, don‟t even 

think of going. 

If you do attend, find fault with the demo, 

tea, cookies or anything else. 

Never offer any help, stand back. Other 

suckers will do it. 

Get sore if you are not asked to do some-

thing or serve on the committee. If you 

are, do nothing. 

If you are asked for your opinion on im-

portant matters, always have nothing to 

say. After the matter has closed, tell every-

body how it should have been done. 

Do nothing that is not absolutely neces-

sary, but when other members roll up 

their sleeves and get stuck in, moan long 

and loud that the Club / Society / Associa-

tion is being run by a clique. 

Hold back your subs as long as possible, 

better still, make the treasurer beg. 

Don‟t bother to get new members. 

That is someone else‟s job. 

When money is being raised for any 

reason, tell everyone that the money is 

being wasted on something that ac-

complishes nothing. 

When no fund raising is carried out 

the Club / Society / Association is dead 

and needs a good shake up. 

Agree with everything said at a meet-

ing and then disagree with it after-

wards outside. 

If you receive an account after you 

have paid, react in horror at the insult. 

Take all the Club / Society / Associa-

tion can give, but don‟t give anything 

back. 

When asked to do something, say you 

will, then go home and forget about it. 

Talk co-operation to other members, 

but don‟t co-operate. 

If all fails, blame the committee. 

Erika started bonsai in 

1988 and also joined 

Shibui Kai in the same 

year.  She has also had 

workshops with Vaugn 

Banting, Roy Nagatoshi, 

Harry Thomlinson, Wal-

ter Pall, Marco In-

vernizzi and David de 

Groot. She also had the 

privilege to teach other 

by demonstrating at 

Erika‟s 

group 

plant-

ing of 

Olea, 

was 

voted 

Best 

Tree 

by Va-

clav 

Novak.  

SABA and other Re-

gional Conventions.  She 

is currently the secre-

tary at Shibui Bonsai 

Kai.  

In this picture Erika is 

with Vaclav & Oom 

Theuns Roos who is the 

original owner of one of 

the trees in the group 

planting. 
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Kirstenbosch Concerts 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Date Performers Rate 

19  November Chris de Burgh (R396)* - 

22 November Johnny Clegg 3 

29 November Claire Philips & Neo Muyanga 1 

6 December Jesse Clegg 2 

13 December The Jonny Cooper Orchestra 2 

17, 18, 19, 20 Dec Carols by Candlelight** - 

27 December Ashtray Electric & Pretty Blue Guns 2 

31 December New Year‟s Eve: Flat Stanley, Loyiso, Loading Zone, Chad Saaiman - 

3 January A Fist Full of Diamonds 

with Josie Field, Farryl Purkiss and Dan Patlansky 

2 

10 January Freshlyground 3 

17 January Zebra & Giraffe 3 

24 January Fokofpolisiekar 2 

31 January Lira & friends: HHP and RJ Benjamin 1 

7 February aKING 2 

14 February Jamali & friends: Jody, Sasha-Lee and Soulstone 1 

21 February Just Jinjer 3 

28 February Prime Circle 3 

7 March Goldfish 3 

9 March Cliff Richard &The Shadows (R426)* - 

14 March The Dirty Skirts 2 

21 March The Cape Philharmonic Orchestra 2 

28 March Watershed 3 

4 April Old Mutual Two Oceans Marathon Encounter: Gang of Instrumentals, Tidal 1 

Please note that concerts highlighted in red do not form part of the Old Mutual Summer Sunset Concert series.  

Old Mutual Summer Sunset Concerts Ticket Prices 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are now available on www.webtickets.co.za 

 

For more information on any of these concerts, please contact the Kirstenbosch 

Information Desk on +27 (0)21 799 8783 or kirstenboschinfo@sanbi.org  

  Rate  1 Rate 2 Rate 3 

Adults R65 R75 R95 

Scholars (6-17 yrs) R40 R50 R70 

Bot Soc members R55 R65 R85 

http://www.webtickets.co.za
mailto:kirstenboschinfo@sanbi.org


Inside Story Headline 

text. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

article. Be sure to place the 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of adding 

content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you‟re trying to con-

vey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of con-

caption of the image near the 

image. 
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Boomkoors, die langpad & Mevrou…..Willem Pretorius 
„n Boom – soos ‟n donkie 
–‟n wonderlike ding. 

‟n Boom kan jou ook in die 
moeilikheid laat beland.  

So vat die gesin toe die 
lang pad weg van die N1 
en met kronkelpaaie tot in 
Pretoria, kwansuis om 
weer ons pragtige 
platteland te verken. 
Mevrou het met vroulike 
intuïsie reeds vroeg besef 
dat die ompaaie nie om 
dowe neute Pretoria toe lei 
nie en skuinsweg na die 
spuitkan agter die tasse 
gekyk. Daar was ook ‟n 
frons omdat bagasie 
beperk is tot ‟n sportsak 
en twee tasse. 

So gaan dit aan totdat 
bieg nie langer uitgestel 
kan word nie. Nou ja, wat 
kan ‟n man doen as 
Václav Novák van die 
Tsjeggiese Republiek oor 
bome kom praat? Ook 
Bernie O‟Callaghan van 
Namibië en ander lede 
van ons vorige boomsafari 
sal daar wees. 

Voordat jy dus kon sê: 
“Hiert, jou lekker ding!” is 
dit Václav, Bernie, sewe 
luiperdbome en word ‟n 
woud geskep. Al die 
stories van “Hulle aard nie 

in die Wes-Kaap nie” is 
sommer bog; die een in my 
tuin groei dat die biesies bewe. 

Dit word ‟n heerlike naweek, 
hoewel Mevrou onderlangs 
brom dat dit malligheid is om 
vir ‟n bietjie meer as drie dae 
op te jaag Pretoria toe. Maar 
buiten Václav is daar Farrand 
Bloch van Holland, Mario Leal 
van Brasilië en vele plaaslike 
kenners. 

Daar is ook groot 
opgewondenheid oor die nuus 
dat die Oppenheimers 
ingestem het om ‟n erfenistuin 
vir bonsai in die pragtige 
Brenthurst-tuine in Parktown, 
Johannesburg, te huisves. 
Daardie tuine is ‟n nalatenskap 
wat die moeite werd is. Nou 
begin die opwindende soektog 
na die beste bome in Suid-
Afrika. 

Komende pas nadat ons klub 
die oudste versameling bonsai 
in die land ‟n ordentlike ruimte 
in Stellenbosch se Botaniese 
Tuin kon help gee, is dit nogal 
opbeurend. 

So kom dit toe dat Hennie, 
Freddie en ek die middag laat 
wegbreek Johannesburg toe 
om bome te gaan kyk. In die 
tuin staan daar goed 2 000, en 
ons raak soos kinders. Mevrou 
bel later en sê ons gashere wil 

aansit en waar bly ek dan. 

Nou ja, soos ‟n goeie vriend 
altyd sê: “Daar is nie iets 
soos ‟n kwaai vrou nie, net 
‟n bang man.” 

Nadat almal bome uitgekies 
het, vat ons die pad met ‟n 
skuldgevoel wat met ‟n 
bietjie wilskrag opsygeskuif 
word. “Kry jy iets soos 
boomkoors?” vra Freddie, 
en ons giggel behoorlik. 

Die volgende oggend word 
ons tot die werklikheid 
teruggedwing. Daar staan 
ons toe – een man, twee 

vroue en . . . ‟n woud 

luiperdbome. Boonop wag 
daar nog drie bome en 
verskeie potte in 
Johannesburg. 

“En waar, mnr. Pretorius,” 
vra Mevrou, “dink jy miskien 
moet ons sit?” 

Dis hiernatoe en daarnatoe 
totdat sy sê: “Dan vlieg ons 
maar terug en reis jy lekker 
verder met jou boompies.” 

Wat toe gebeur. Moet sê, 
die waterkan het nogal goed 
te pas gekom op die 
afdwaalpaaie deur die Oos-
Vrystaat.  

Die bome kry soms ‟n bietjie 
warm. 

Hennie Smit 
Farrand Bloch voted Hennie Smit, from Tzaneen‟s, 30 year old Baobab, 

the best tree at the 2009 SABA Convention. Hennie bought his baobab 

from a friend and it has been in training under his care for 15 years now.  

Hennie has approximately 7,000 trees of which he reckons there are 

about a 100 show trees. He has close on 134 different species and re-

cently bought 2 new species from Sarah Clausen.  If he is not in his Midas 

shop, he is planting seeds. I know for a fact that Hennie likes to dig and I 

reckon that is why he drives the size car he does….. So as to fit all his 

newly acquired trees in. Nevertheless, Hennie‟s baobab was a worthy 

winner.  



P A G E  1 0  

Wisteria blues……… Lynne Theodorou 

………………………...Hansie Bekker 

Going, Going…...Gone! 
Cape Bonsai Kai is holding an auction on Sunday, 13 December 2009, at 

15h00 in the Sanlam Centre at Kirstenbosch Gardens  There will be an assort-

ment of trees on offer, running from stock items to trees of great artistic value. Prices 

will range from R200 to quite a few thousand Rands so the auction is not only suitable 

for bonsaiists but also serious collectors. 

ily in spring before 

flowering and in late 

summer and autumn, 

until the leaves drop. 

The roots of wisteria 

are extremely strong 

and vigorous. Young 

specimens should be 

repotted every year, 

and the roots must be 

Wisteria can tol-

erate sun & shade, 

but does not like 

wind.  It also likes 

a lot of water and 

some people leave 

it in a tray of wa-

ter for a day at 

least once a week 

during it‟s growing 

season.  Fertilize heav-

combed out and re-

duced aggressively. 

Nursery sent these pic-

tures of her Wisteria. 

Apparently an Wisteria 

will not flower until it is 

about 10 years old and 

grows easily from cut-

tings.. 

Lynne Theodorou from 

Kengai Bonsai Kai and 

owner of Misty Moon 

…………………………..Carl Morrow 
Colours range from white to purple, blue & white.  

Surely one of the must-have-before-I-die trees for most 

bonsai lovers.   
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Flowering Bonsai 

Interesting Links……………. 
Photography:  How to photo-

graph your bonsai…...Mr. 

Crow‟s Guide 

Bonsai Pests:  Loads of infor-

mation of pests in the gar-

den….Entomology 

Bonsai 4Me:   

Knowledge of Bonsai 

Farrand Bloch‟s magazine, Bon-

sai Focus 

Midway Bonsai Kai 

Art of Bonsai 

American Bonsai Society 

Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

World Bonsai Friendship Federa-

tion 

Oyama Bonsai Kai 

The Bonsai Doctor 

Bonsai Huisie 

Mikibu Bonsai Kai 

African Bonsai Convention 3 

materials and be better assured 

that your plants are getting the 

needed trace elements.  On my 

azaleas I use Peters Acid Plant 

Food, 21-7-7; cottonseed meal, 

bone meal and blood meal in the 

ratio of 2: 1:1; and rape seed 

cake after blooming and until fall 

when I switch to a 5-30- 15 

fertilizer. In the winter I irrigate 

with Epson Salts-1 tablespoon to 

the gallon-once a month. 

E. Organics such as fish emul-

sion, cottonseed meal, bone 

meal and blood meal are also 

very useful in a fertilization 

schedule. They generally break-

down slowly and are not as high 

in N, P, and K as the inorganic 

fertilizers. 

Developed bonsai can use lower 

nitrogen fertilization, e.g., 2-10- 

10 in early spring as the buds 

start to swell. 

2. Timing  

Fertilize after blooming and start 

about a month after root prun-

ing. Higher nitrogen is useful in 

the development of young plants 

FERTILIZATION 

1. Chemicals. Timing and the 

appropriate relations of the 

three major chemicals in fertiliz-

ers are both critical.  

A. Nitrogen (N), phosphorus 

(P), and Potassium (K) are the 

three main ingredients in fertiliz-

ers. 

B. The percentage of N, P, 

and K is given on the label of 

fertilizers, always in the N-P-K 

order. 

C. All trace elements, such as 

iron, manganese, and zinc are 

Important for the health of all 

plants. 

D. Young plants can use a 

balanced fertilization for good 

growth, for example: 20-20-20, 

15-30-15 or even 7-40-6 can be 

used. It is best to alternate these 

fertilizers for two reasons. Usu-

ally different fertilizers have 

different carriers and trace ele-

ments. By alternating brands and 

types you can reduce the accu-

mulations of undesirable carrier 

whereas high phosphorous fertil-

izers are essential for bud forma-

tion and flowering. Too much 

nitrogen contributes to the 

development of leaf buds rather 

than flower buds.  In general, 

once buds have become formed, 

fertilization can cease until after 

blooms have faded, unless fruit is 

desired. With azaleas I have 

found that a rape seed cake is 

useful over the winter in a cold 

greenhouse In maintaining good 

color and has not affected buds 

or flowers.         

Fall feeding is essential for good 

bud formation. 

Accessed at  

Www.rockymtnbonsai.org 

 

 

 
 

Eastern Province Bonsai Society 

Bonsai Bark 

http://octavia.zoology.washington.edu/bonsai/photography/
http://octavia.zoology.washington.edu/bonsai/photography/
http://www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/dept/entfacts2.asp#landscape
http://www.bonsai4me.com/
http://knowledgeofbonsai.org/
http://www.bonsaifocus.com/
http://www.bonsaifocus.com/
http://www.midwaybonsai.co.za/
http://www.artofbonsai.org
http://www.absbonsai.org/
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org/
http://www.bonsai-wbff.org/octoberbonsai/index.html
http://www.bonsai-wbff.org/octoberbonsai/index.html
http://www.oyama.co.za/
http://www.bonsai.co.za/
http://www.sabonsai.co.za/
http://www.bonsaisa.co.za/
http://www.abc3.co.za
http://www.rockymtnbonsai.org
http://www.epbonsai.co.za/
http://www.bonsaibark.com
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Clinton Marais—

BEFORE 

 

 

 

 

 

Club News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aubrey, you were suppose to dig trees, not 
collect braai wood;-) 

A re-potting workshop was held prior to the 
normal meeting on Saturday 10th and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Clifton Marais 
was once again the tutor and got everyone 
involved in doing their own trees. One thing 
that will stand out in my mind from that ses-
sion is “never cut the roots unless you cut 
the foliage as well!” During the afternoon 
meeting Clifton re-potted one of his own 
trees and left are the „before” and “after” 
pic‟s. 

Cape Bonsai Kai 
I am thrilled to be able to tell you that Terry 

Erasmus from our club won the New Talent 

Competition.  This was his first attempt.  Well 

done! Terry.  He had some stiff opposition from 

Kwazulu Natal. 

There is less than three months to our show and 

you should all be feeding and getting your trees 

in good shape for display.  I hope the novice 

and intermediate members will be bringing a 

significant number of trees this year.   Our dis-

play should showcase trees from all our mem-

bers, not just the advanced ones. 

At the suggestion of Rudi we will be adding an 

open category to our list.  This is to allow mem-

bers to display trees that do not fit into one of 

our listed categories.  It is not meant to be an 

easy cop out.  If a tree fits into one of the listed 

categories and gets entered into the open cate-

gory it will be flagged by the judges and not 

eligible for the award irrespective of the mark it 

receives.  This applies to all trees entered into 

an incorrect category.  

Moontlikhede        vir 

die Klub “dig”  word 

ondersoek.  Moontlik-

hede is Modimolle, 

Polokwane en Eupho-

ria.  Die “dig” sal op 21 

November plaasvind.  

Danie de Bruin het met die hulp van Johan en 

Berrie Ras „n baie interresante praatjie oor die 

gebruik van die olien (Olea europaea) as bon-

sai, gegee.  Volgens Danie is dit een van die 

beste boomspesies om as bonsai te gebruik en 

daar word baie ou en verweerde materiaal in 

die veld gekry.  Oliene kan ook redelik mak-

lik van saad gekweek word.  Alhoewel die 

Olien van stiggies gekweek kan word, vat 

stiggies nie so maklik nie.  Oor die popu-

lariteit van die Olien is daar beslis geen twy-

fel nie en weinig groter byeenkomste gaan 

verby sonder dat daar aan oliene gewerk 

word.  Danie het ook gewys hoe hy en Johan-

hulle onlangs weer „n groot olien uitgehaal 

het.  Dit is egter belangrik dat bome op die 

regte tyd uitgehaal word om oorlewing te 

verseker. 

   

 

 

Otto Koekemoer het die bespreking inge-
lei met „n PowerPoint aanbieding  oor 
naaldblaarbome.  Daarna het hy en Louis 
Nel demonstrasies gedoen op hul bome 
en al die fynere kunsies aan ons gewys. 
(En ons wag natuurlik vir n verslag oor 
die lekker SABA 2009 Convention...Red) 

The society has been able to get some Chinese pots 
(half drums) and anyone needing some 
can get from Ockie who has kindly 
agreed to store them at home – these 
drums have already been cut in half and 
some even have rope handles – there are 
2 sizes – large are R2.00 each and the 
normal size (half a 20L) are R1.00 each. 
The club had a dig on the 26th of Sep-
tember and some 19 members turned up. 

 



Maybe this is the answer to olives 

that “sit” for years photosynthesizing 

through their bark? Pierre also advo-

cates the use of hydroponic feed 

which he administers at ½ the pre-

scribed strength to his trees – includ-

ing recent arrivals. “ 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai 

Society 

The Sunday Tribune Garden Show 

has come and gone and what a show 

it was, especially for us , with Gold 

again 

   First and foremost thank you so 

much for everyone who helped make 

it such a wonderful event. I must 

single out  Lindsay, Joy and Brian 

for their very hard work and dedica-

tion that they put in to set everything 

up. It took quite an effort again and 

we were well rewarded at the prize 

giveing function when we were 

awarded Gold again. I felt very 

proud of our bonsai club when I 

went up to collect our medal and 

certificate. I will have some photos 

to brag with at the meeting on Satur-

day. Thank you also for everyone 

who brought trees for the show, the 

public was this year very outspoken 

about our display. No one tree in 

particular was singled out as the fa-

vourite. The group plantin of 

Joy,Lyn and Brian was very popu-

lar , the junipers , maples and olives 

were also "wowed" a lot. But the 

small "mame" trees where appreci-

ated by many. The members who 

were on duty will agree with me that 

it was so much fun. It just seemed 

that the public enjoyed what they 

saw and showed their appreciation. 

The remarks made where at 

times very entertaining. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our last meeting was enjoyable 

for those who attended, but the 

flu bug certainly hit us hard.  

Our thanks to Erich, Almero, 

Issie and Wendy,  our main 

wirers of the two club trees,  for 

their efforts – the trees are look-

ing good and will be ready for 

good display containers next 

year.  They do need much work 

and training before they are 

ready for display, but the initial 

work has been well done.  We 

would also like to thank Wendy 

for her 5 minute presentation on 

indigenous trees.  She put a lot 

of effort and thought into her 

presentation and it was excellent 

for a first attempt.  Well done 

Wendy! – hopefully your fellow 

beginners will keep up your 

good work in the future.  Thanks 

to the donors of the raffle prizes 

as well as Wendy and Godfrey 

for providing the goodies for our 

tea 

I would also like to remind you that 

it has always been a policy in the 

club that a tree must have been in 

your possession for at least two 

year before you can rightly claim it 

as yours and enter it under your 

own name.  I know that many of 

you may not be aware of this.  I 

think it is only fair that one has to 

have looked after a tree for some 

time before one can call it ones 

own tree. 

On a recent dig to Muden, Pierre 

took out the largest and most awe-

some olive seen for many years – it 

took him plus two “assistants” 2½ 

hours to move the tree down the 

mountain to the vehicle. Other spe-

cies dug were commiphora and 

wild camphor bush (Tarchonanthus 

camphorates)  

Every year at the beginning of the 

dig the talk is about collecting 

smaller trees, but once the a large, 

beautiful specimen is found, the 

urge to dig it up cannot be over-

come, notwithstanding the effort 

required to dig, carry it down to the 

vehicle, and pot the tree at home in 

a large quantity of sieved river 

sand. Big trees are irresistible!  

In October, Neil writes: “ Hot news 

is that the olive trees that Pierre and 

I collected at the Muden dig in Au-

gust are “firing” new buds. Pierre 

phones to tell me the news and I 

shot outside to inspect my olive – 

after a thorough search I couldn‟t 

find a bud. Two days later I 

checked again and “hola!” - buds. 

Both Pierre and I ascribe the quick 

budding to the fact that a lot of soil 

was retained around the fibrous 

roots when the tree was removed. 

Also, the major roots were cut with 

a saw so as not to dislodge any soil. 
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Please note that news, views 

and opinions expressed herein 

are not necessarily those of 

the Editor or Exco Members. 

“I” sometimes refers to the 

writer of the respective club 

newsletters. 

Club News………………...continued 
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Club News……………..continued 

Dave Wilson:  Attended the 

6th World Bonsai Convention 

in Puerto Rico in July 2009.  

Dave told us that he gave 

away his daughters hand in 

marriage (in USA) whilst on 

this trip, Congratulations!  

We will get Dave to share 

his experiences (preferably 

Bonsai related) soon.  He 

told us about the wonderful food and 

drinks there and judging by his waist 

line, he certainly had a good time. 

Jan Neethling:  Congratulations to Jan 

for winning a Merit Certificate at the 

photographic contest hosted by WBFF.  

SABA President Duncan Wiles pre-

sented the award to Jan.  Jan is showing 

some of his paintings at the Art Show at 

the OBERT Contemporary at Melrose 

Arch.  He invites you to join him for the 

opening on the 8th October 2009 at 7 

PM. 

Adrian Steed:  Congratulations on your 

appointment as Assistant Editor of Tree-

view.  One attribute that is needed to do 

a job well is passion and Adrian, you 

have oodles of passion!  Combine that 

with your wonderful sense of humour, 

I‟m sure you and Dave will make a win-

ning team. 

Club Clothing:  For those that have 

placed orders, they will be available at 

our show.  You can pay and collect your 

“goodies” from Clinton.  If you‟d still 

like to order, please notify Clinton of 

what you‟d like. 

Mario Leal het sy fotos van sy 
SA besoek op sy webblad geplaas 
en julle kan gerus daarna gaan 
kyk by die bostaande skakel - 
South Africa. 
http://
www.atelierdobonsai.com.br/ 

Newsflash 

Signs You May Be Ad-

dicted to Bonsai 

 

You weren‟t born bonsai-addicted – 

the addiction built over time.  Bonsai 

addiction is not usually the result of 

any one factor; it is caused by a multi-

tude of instigators that merge to-

gether erupting into a consuming de-

sire to cultivate bonsai.  

 

Signs of Bonsai Addic-

tion 

 

In the beginning, the signs are difficult 

to discern. Something about a bonsai 

draws you to it. You find you can‟t get 

it out of your mind.  The craving be-

comes unbearable; you promise your-

self you will limit the craving to one 

bonsai plant – just one.  The soothing 

quality of the bonsai and calm it 

brings you permeate your mind and 

you soon find that one it isn‟t 

enough.   

 

As you give in to the addiction, other 

people begin to notice the physical 

signs of it.  Bonsai of various stages 

of growth, imported and domestic 

bonsai, bonsai trailing from your in-

door sills to the patio, tools of various 

bonsai-related functions lay in perfect 

harmony inside and outside your 

home.  Each time you add one more 

bonsai you promise yourself you will 

stop, and before long – you‟re 

hooked. You refuse to admit it is a 

problem and convince yourself that 

you can handle it. 

Bonsai Addiction 

http://www.atelierdobonsai.com.br/
http://www.atelierdobonsai.com.br/


Bonsai Addiction 
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The Root of Bonsai 

Addiction  
Bonsai addiction affects the 

inside of the body as well as 

leaving telltale signs on the 

outside. Your mind becomes 

more focused, knowledge-

able and peaceful.  Bonsai 

addiction is a physical and 

mental process.  It is part of 

who you are.  Admitting to 

your bonsai addiction 

causes fear.  The thought of 

your home without your tiny 

trees, pots and tools is scary. 

You develop an extensive 

mental list of reasons why 

you should never stop.   

 
You tell yourself 

that: 
this “Stuff” only happens to 

other people 

 it is only a few; you can 

stop if you want to 

  

The first step in addiction 

recovery is to admit you 

have a problem. You know 

what incentive will help you 

stop. You‟ve heard it many 

times before: 

 

Join “Bonsai Anonymous” 

 

Why Bonsai Why? 

The reality is that bonsai 

can bring you enormous 

satisfaction and enrich your 

life. It is a fact! There are 

folks who are able to enjoy 

bonsai and not become ad-

dicted - take some consola-

tion in that. 

 
Top Ten Signs 

You’re Addicted to 

Bonsai 

 

10. You always keep an 

empty bonsai pot because 

you never know when you‟ll 

get a new bonsai. 

9. You leave social engage-

ments early to water your 

bonsai trees. 

8. You plan vacation desti-

nations that are close to 

bonsai centers. 

7.  You drive 70 mph but 

can still pick out bonsai 

growing in the forest. 

6. Your family complains 

about the odour of the or-

ganic fertilizer in the base-

ment. 

5. You take up pottery just 

so you can make your own 

bonsai pots. 

4. You take your vacations 

in the early spring so you 

can do more gardening. 

3. Whenever you‟re 

stressed, you close your 

eyes and think of bonsai. 

2. You collect rainwater in 

two 55-gallon drums even 

though you only need a gal-

lon a day! 

1. When you break up with 

your boyfriend/girlfriend, 

you replace him/her with a 

bonsai! 

 
Other signs that you 

may be addicted to 

bonsai: 
 
You can name at least three 

commercials with bonsai in 

them. 

 Every shrub at Home 

Depot looks like a potential 

bonsai. 

 You subscribe to more 

than one bonsai periodical. 

 When company comes 

to your house, you‟re 

tempted to show your bon-

sai before your children! 

 When you buy a new vehicle, 

cubic-foot-storage is the most 

important consideration. 

 You have revised your limit 

on the number of bonsai you can 

own on more than one occasion. 

 Your daily calendar is con-

trolled by bonsai care. 

 You travel more than 50 

miles (more than once) to attend 

bonsai conferences or meetings. 

 You are less than honest with 

your spouse about how much you 

spend on bonsai. 

 You leave bonsai at a 

friend‟s house so you can bring 

them home when your spouse 

isn‟t there. 

 You have four times as many 

pots as trees in your collection. 

 When you take a Rorschach 

test, you have to fight the urge to 

remove branches from the ink 

blots. 

 

1. Accessed at 

 

And my personal contribution to 

this is: 

The ability to spot a potential 

bonsai at 120km per hour, Ed. 

www.learning2bonsai.com 



SOUTH AFRICAN BONSAI ASSOCIATION 

 

APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 

 

For office use: 

 

 

Date:   

Club name if you are member of one:   

Individuals full name:   

Postal Address:   

    

Postal Code:   

Tel No. / Mobile No.   

E - Mail:   

Fax Number:   

Applicants Signature:    

Subscription Paid:  (Currently R20.00 per member per annum) YES NO 

Tabled at Committee meeting Dated:   

Accepted Rejected 

Signed on behalf of the committee by:   

Letter sent out informing the individual if accepted or Rejected: Yes No 

Copy of the constitution sent out: Yes No 

Remarks: 

  

  


