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“The thought manifests the word;

The word manifests the deed;

The deed develops into habit;

And habit hardens into character;

So watch the thought and its ways with care,

And let them spring forth from love

Born out of compassion for all beings.

As the shadow follows the body, as we think, so we become.” 

― Juan Mascaro



The weather surely played havoc with my trees and I lost a few, 
but just in time to make space for more. There is a very exciting 
book review on Keshiki Bonsai on p. 6. and a new feature page 
on koi as a lot of people requested small articles on koi.  It seems 
that a lot of bonsaists keep koi and koi keepers also have bonsai.  
Maybe it goes... hand in hand?

An issue full of fresh, local news with lots of contributions from 
individuals and clubs, both local and international.  you to all who 
submitted articles this month, it surely is a bumper issue. 

Please send us your info on your exhibition and projects you are 
running.  Terry Erasmus recently appeared on a breakfast 
television show and if you missed it, there is link back to it.  We 
are also looking for articles on local demonstrators.  If you have 
someone in your club who needs some exposure, send us a short 
biography and some pictures.Let’s spread the word!
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EDITORIAL
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OYAMA BONSAI SHOW                         

 

OLD MUTUAL EXHIBITION CENTRE 
KIRSTENBOSCH BOTANICAL GARDENS 

  
 
 
 

FRIDAY 29TH MARCH   
TO   

MONDAY 1ST APRIL   



Several workshops were held over the period where club members assisted the 
public with their questions and helping them with their trees.   In one of the 

workshops Ben Van Heerden build a forest making use of Natal fig.                  

Section 3

TYGERBERG 

BONSAI CLUB, 

CURRENTLY 
WITH 50 
MEMBERS, 
HELD ITS 
ANNUAL 
BONSAI SHOW 

AT THE CAPE GARDEN CENTRE IN 
JOOSTENBERG VLAKTE, CAPE TOWN 
DURING NOVEMBER 2012.  MORE THAN 
80 TREES WERE ON DISPLAY AT THE 
EVENT.

FREDDIE BISSCHOFF AND RUSS SMALL 
SET UP AN EDUCATIONAL CORNER 
SHOWING MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
HOW TREES WERE DEVELOPED OVER 
THE YEARS, ALSO DISPLAYING 
EXAMPLES OF THE DIFFERENT STYLES IN 
BONSAI.  

TYGERBERG BONSAI CLUB
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Freddie Bisschoff’s Windswept - First Place, voted by the public



Three competitions were held during the event.  In the one 
competition the public were asked to vote for their favorite tree.  
This was won by Freddie Bisschoff’s windswept in first place, 
Boetie Bamberger’s cedar second and Piet Serfontein’s maple 
forest third.  The overall appearance of these trees caught the 
attention of the public, especially the detail in the little stairs in 
Piet’s forest.

Boetie Bamberger’s 
Cedar - Second Place, 
voted by the public.

The second 
competition was 
for the top tree 

chosen by a club member.  In this competition Freddie’s 
windswept was first, with a tie for second place between the 
Pyracantha of Freddie Bisschoff, the cedar of Boetie and Piet’s 
forest.  Justin Biggar’s Saikei was given the third place.

The third competition was for mames.  This was won by Russ 
Small’s Literati Juniper, with Freddie Smit’s Juniper second and 
his Elm third.

Piet Serfontein’s Maple Forest - 
Third Place, voted by the public.
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Kenji Kobayashi calls his art 
“revolutionary... the next trend in 
indoor gardening”.  He is hailed 
as a “modern master” who 
invented Keshiki bonsai.  
Definitely for the fun-loving and 
young at heart, this opens up 
doors to creativity that will lift the 
spirit and bring joy to the 
practitioner.

Kenji stated that he was drawn to 
the art of saiki, which is described 
as a planted scenery in a shallow 

bowl.  From Japanese descent, he actually travelled to America to study the art of 
bonsai and changed his impression of Japanese bonsai.  Also a lover of antiques, 
he enjoyed displaying his landscapes next to weathered  wooden furniture 

Initially I did not intend to do a book review, but merely comment on this new art 
form.  I have since received a copy of his book, Keshiki Bonsai: the easy, 

modern way to create miniature landscapes, available from Timber Press, . The 
book is brilliantly set out.  There are easy-to-follow, step-by-step instructions on 

Section 4

KESHIKI BONSAI
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how he creates his fun landscapes.  From using moss, trees, 
perennials and stones to novel containers.  For the newbie, there 
is enough how-to start out, which might be excessive for the 
seasoned artist and at times, it could be too simplistic, but his 
compositions are thought-provoking to say the least and for 
those daring bonsaists, this book is a must.  It opens up 
possibilities for those trees that are just never going to get there!

Definitely not for the pure and faint-hearted, he calmly breaks 
every Japanese rule in the book. His novel use of pots, is 
refreshing and the section on how to drill holes for drainage an 
added bonus! 

This art form fills the gap 
between Japanese bonsai, 
Chinese penjing and African 
styles.  What is most 
appealing, is the fact that this 
art form makes even a 
seedling look like a bonsai. I 
hope this book will 
revolutionise exhibitions.  I 
just cannot get over the 
“wow” factor of this man’s art. 
Now, please excuse me.  I 
have a book to study!

“

.

The emphasis of this styling is not just the tree, but also the 
display in totality.  Different objects and textures are mixed 
together. The whole story tells the picture!
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Section 5

A MOST UNASSUMING ARTIST

When I asked Gary recently to do a demo at our local 
club meeting, I had no idea what I was in for.  Informative, 
entertaining and most of all inspiring.  Gary was also not 
shy to share his secrets. When I asked him for a bio, this 
is what he had to say:

“I am very passionate about the art and it's something I 
love doing every day. It's a difficult balance to achieve 
between being a Captain at Unicorn Shipping (Operating 
and running a R110 million ship is not for the faint-
hearted), having a wife and 3 year old daughter, whom I 
hope to teach when she is ready one day. Then come the 
trees. 

I started bonsai 5 years ago. It was something that I really 
did not think when I first started, that it would lead me on 
this incredible journey. My first year I basically spent doing 
a large amount of research. That's where the flame was 
really lit. What I saw in books and the internet just opened 
up my mind and imagination. After collecting my first tree 
from the wild my collection started building, to where it is 
now. Currently around the 600 trees. Not bad for 5 years.

The knowledge I gained from various shows and lectures 
and other media is something that I would like to pass 
onto every person I meet. Every person sees things 
differently and my hope is that, that individual style will 
come through in my designs. I love the classical Japanese 
bonsai look, but the freedom of the Chinese is what really 
has opened up new ways of designing and displaying for 
me.”  Gary, we should see a lot more of you!

GARY HOWES
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The demonstration a Ballito Bonsai Club, left the members 
wanting for more and Gary very nearly was not allowed to go 
home.  The club meeting had NEVER lasted this long.
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Pieter Loubser – “The angle of the trunk can range between upright, to just a few degrees off the 
ground.”

Charles Ceronio–He describes three slanting positions between 30 and 75 degrees from the horizontal 
plane and continues to describe the terminal points of a ‘slanting style ‘bonsai by stating that the trunk 
must never be directly above the root base, otherwise the style will be classified as an informal upright 
style.

Furthermore, Freddie presented a summary of ‘slanting style’ rules as follows:

-It is cross between informal upright and semi-cascaded trunks

-Trunks must slant either to the left or right, 
never hanging over the base

-Branches and roots are diverted from the 
preferred direction of growth

-Roots are important as the tree may appear 
unstable

-Branches are arranged for an informal upright 
position but the leaning side branches should be 
shaped slightly downwards and the slanting side 
branches should be fairly straight.

-Several examples of these different ideal 
‘slanting style’ trees were shown.  

Section 6

DURING JANUARY, FREDDIE BISSCHOFF, HELD A 
MEETING AT WHICH ‘SLANTING STYLE’ FOR 
BONSAI WAS DISCUSSED. THE MEETINGS TOOK 
PLACE AT THREE DIFFERENT CLUBS IN THE 
CAPE TOWN AREA.  DURING THIS TIME, 
ANDREW ALSO DID HIS PRESENTATION ON 
“BONSAI – THE FAR SIDE” AT OYAMA.

BOTH THESE PRESENTATIONS ASKED THE 
QUESTION ON HOW WE SEE BONSAI.  DO WE 
KEEP TO THE 5 DIFFERENT STYLES OF 
DESIGNING OUR TREES ACCORDING TO THE 
JAPANESE STYLE? OR DO WE DARE TO DIFFER? 

 AS USUAL, FREDDIE’S TALK WAS WELL 
PREPARED AND INCLUDED A DESCRIPTIVE 
PRESENTATION ON THE SUBJECT OF ‘SLANTING 
STYLE’ BONSAIS. VARIOUS BONSAI ARTISTS’ 
OPINIONS/RULES ON ‘SLANTING STYLE’ WERE 
PRESENTED AS FOLLOWS:

DEBORA KORESHOFF – “TRANSITION BETWEEN 
UPRIGHT AND SEMI-CASCADE STYLE, WITH THE 
LINE OF THE TRUNK BETWEEN 11 AND 45 
DEGREES FROM A VERTICAL POSITION.”’ 
TREES WERE SHOWN.  

BONSAI STYLES - RIGHT OR WRONG?    by Stephen le 
Roux
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Traditional slanting style by Charles Ceronio



But then Freddie decided to ‘rock 
the boat’ a bit.   This drawing by 
Charles Ceronio of an 
asymmetrical design was shown.

The question was then asked, 
should we be conservative with 
our designs, or should we put an 
apparent imbalance in the design 
to give them life and energy?

The tree on the left by Louis Nel or 
the tree on the right from the 
Indonesia National Bonsai?

Where does this tree fit in?  Under 
which style can we classify them?’  
Is it a leaning trunk or a semi-
cascade?

Where do these trees fit 
in?
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The following tree is an example of a slanting style with a reverse apex.

Indonesia National 
Bonsai

And this one? Multi trunk 
slanting style?  Does it 
qualify as a slanting style 
or not?

Under which of the 5 
basic styles can we 
classify this tree? 
Would it be the 
slanting style with a 
cross over apex, or 
one of the other less 
obvious styles? Is 
this a fair judgment?

                                                                
Kimura

This presentation resulted in a 
lively debate regarding the 
classification of bonsai in 

different styles long after the meetings finished.  

We sit with three different points of view:

1.	 The basic teachings of the bonsai rules as presented by bonsai artists like 
John Naka.

Most of us have been taught bonsai technique, with the branches left, right, back 
and 2/3 of the trunk must be visible, etc.

2.	 The artistic way of doing bonsai by bonsai artists like Kimura and Graham 
Potter

Often the apex of the tree is bent down to place branches in the correct position.

http://www.kaizenbonsai.com/shop/bonsai_videos.php?videoid=22

14

http://www.kaizenbonsai.com/shop/bonsai_videos.php?videoid=22
http://www.kaizenbonsai.com/shop/bonsai_videos.php?videoid=22


3.	 The naturalistic way of growing bonsai by bonsai artists like Walter Pall      

Growing bonsai with a more natural style, in other words, copying nature.

The Naturalistic Bonsai Style 

The Naturalistic Bonsai Style - is it art or is it crap? by Walter Pall

http://walter-pall-bonsai.blogspot.com/2010/09/naturalistic-bonsai-style.html

Critique: Walter Pall's Norway Spruce

By Will Heath

http://www.artofbonsai.org/critiques/walter.php

Revisiting a Famous Tree(Bonsai Bark)

http://bonsaibark.com/2012/07/15/revisting-a-famous-tree/

Classical vs. Naturalistic = Useless Debate by Andy Rutledgehttp://
artofbonsai.org/forum/viewtopic.php?
f=22&t=954&sid=873aefb3a75d16c8c86a6b0bfdcc66f3

Then there is the use of figurines and other ‘unnatural’ items in landscapes.  
Should this be allowed, or not?

Andrew de Pomeroy-Legg

Most people like Andrew’s tree.If we say that with creating bonsai, we are trying to 
copy nature or a landscape, then what make 

the swing 
“wrong” 
in this 
bonsai?  
Don’t we 
all 
remember 
this tree 
from our 

childhood?

Namibian 
Landscape by 
Willem Pretorius

Namibian 
landscape with 
a small rusted 
car, is this right 
or wrong?

The question 
that now arises 
is: How are we 
going to judge 
all of these 
different 
approaches to 
bonsai with only 
5 basic styles in 

a general 
competition. And how will we be able to judge only one tree, as the best tree in 
the competition?

So what do you think?

In conclusion, the two arguments that are currently shaping the direction of the 
bonsai community have been presented in the above article. Even though the 
history of the bonsai comes from a traditional Japanese culture, for the future of 
bonsai to grow, we need to be innovative in our approach to broaden the market 
taste for a wider consumer base. This entails being able to modify the existing 
criteria of the Japanese bonsai by either adding figurines or changing the shape 
and style of the bonsai itself. We need to be open minded and accept an ever 
changing market.

Ref:  DeboraKoreshoff; Pieter Loubser; Charles Ceronio; F Jerker; L Nell; Kimura; W Pall; F Bisschoff – 
slanting style; Willem Pretorius; Andrew de Pomeroy-Legg - BonsaiBollocks; Several images come from the 
internet with no references
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The Bonsai Project Committee has decided to fast track the pilot 
phase of the Arboretum project to ensure that the opportunities 
the Kirstenbosch Centenary Initiative 2013 present could be 
explored to its fullest. It was also decided to try and align the 
Pilot Arboretum Project opening/ launch with the Oyama Bonsai 
Show on Easter Weekend to maximize the impact that these 
projects could have on Kirstenbosch, its customers and the 
Kirstenbosch Management.

To achieve these objectives 6/8 trees will be sourced from 
institutions (Bonsai Nurseries, Bonsai Clubs that have club trees 
and the Stellenbosch Botanical Garden) and be place at the 
bottom entrance of Kirstenbosch as fast as possible. These trees 
must be big enough that the owner feels comfortable that it will 
not be walking out of Kirstenbosch (3 man trees and bigger). As 
soon as the trees are at Kirstenbosch the displaying 
(arrangement, way to exhibit and placement) of the trees ect. will 
be worked on. The mainstreaming phase, of the pilot project, to 
ensure sustainability will follow after the Easter Weekend. At this 
stage all bonsai clubs, its members and the fraternity as a whole 
will be involved. (See below) If more trees are needed for the 

official opening during the Easter Weekend additional plans will 
be put in place to source these trees. 

 Arrangements currently in place and the way forward:

•	 Kirstenbosch will design, order and pay for the name tags 
(species name, owner’s name, and institutions names) that will 
be displayed with the trees.

•	 Kirstenbosch will water the trees on a daily basis.

•	  Kirstenbosch will transport the Bonsai trees with a truck 
with an enclosed canopy. 

•	  Cherise Viljoen (Kirstenbosch) will co-ordinate and align the 
project with the bigger Kirstenbosch Centenary Project.  

•	 Monique Mc Quillan (Kirstenbosch) will be responsible and 
co-ordinate the display of the trees with the support of Carl 
Morrow and Viky Peterson.( They are part of the Centenary 
Planning with Kirstenbosch)

•	 Trees for the first phase (from now until the until the Easter 
Weekend) will be sourced mainly from bonsai nurseries, clubs 
that have club trees and the Stellenbosch Botanical Garden to 
ensure the fast tracking of the project. (contact have already 

Section 7

BONSAI ARBORETUM PROJECT FEEDBACK
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been made with these role-players) During the second phase (rest 
of the year after Easter Weekend) the sourcing of trees will mainly 
be mainstreamed through the clubs and direct contact with 
bonsai collectors to ensure that as many as possible bonsai artist 
and collectors will have the opportunity to display their big trees 
at Kirstenbosch. The idea is to ensure the rotation of trees to 
keep it interesting and new and also try to display the right 
species for the right time of the year, etc. 

•	 Transportation of the trees will start as soon as all the 
necessary arrangements and agreements are in place, hopefully 
within the next 2-3 weeks.

•	 The Project Committee and Adam Harrower will meet every 
2 weeks at Kirstenbosch to discuss and co-ordinate the project 
on an ongoing basis. Clubs are invited to nominate/volunteer 
individuals to join us at the bi-weekly meetings to be part of this 
meeting. The trees will also be pruned cleaned up and sprayed if 
necessary after this meeting. This will hopefully be the start of a 
friends group that supports this pilot project going forward. 

•	 A small space at Kirstenbosch to place poisons, tools and 
fertilizers have been negotiated. 

•	 Nurseries/Individuals will donate a bottle of Nitrosol to 
ensure bonsai are well fed.  

Tasks after Easter Weekend to ensure the sustainability of the 
pilot project:

•	 Facilitate a list of trees to be exhibited at Kirstenbosch from 
after Easter Weekend until the end of the year (club members, 
nurseries and collectors)

•	 Develop and implement a rotation system for these trees for 
the rest of the year (2013)

•	 Formalize friends of the pilot project if possible.

•	 At this stage Kirstenbosch should be happy with the pilot as 
agreed upon and it is time to move to the project planning phase 
of a possible permanent arboretum inside the Kirstenbosch 
garden.

PROPOSED PLANNING AND IMPLIMENTATION PROCESS OF 
THE PERMANENT ARBORETUM PROJECT AFTER EASTER 
WEEKEND AND AFTER THE PILOT IS SUCESSFUL AND UP 
AND RUNNING  

•	 Establish an Arboretum Planning and Implementation 
committee consisting of Bonsai Fraternity members

•	 Compile an Arboretum model that would be sustainable 
within the framework (principals) that was set by Kirstenbosch 
Management

•	 Negotiate space and an arboretum agreement with 
Kirstenbosch Management.

•	 Operationalize the plan

•	 On-going running – in line with agreed model.

Hennie Nel 

(Obo. The Bonsai Project Committee)
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Expresso Breakfast Show by Terry Erasmus

I recently received a call quite out of the blue from a 
representative of the Expresso Breakfast show which airs daily 
on SABC3. They were doing a show focusing on the Chinese 
New Year and were interested in featuring an insert on bonsai or 
Penjing. At first I was quite intimidated by the prospect of being 
on national television but then I reminded myself that this was 
possibly a once in a lifetime opportunity for me and wonderful 
exposure for bonsai in South Africa. So I agreed to appear on the 
show.

We discussed different angles and the fact that Penjing would 
largely be unknown to the public and that perhaps bonsai should 
be the focus instead. As I had recently returned from a trip to 
Japan I also had some images which we would try to work into 
the show. I was quite surprised that the show was not pre-
recorded but was completely live. I was comforted by the 
knowledge that I would at least know what questions would be 
asked though. The first draft of questions were sent to me with 
some possible answers. Although they were good questions I felt 
that many of them were too technical and decided rather to 

propose questions which I am often asked by the public, such as 
"Where can I get bonsai seeds from?"…as though bonsai are 
grown from something other than normal seed! So I sent my 
revised questions, 5 in total as the time allocated to the segment 
was only 4 minutes, plus some images. We also agreed that I 
would bring some trees with me.

Section 8

BONSAI FEATURED ON SABC3
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On the day, on arrival I was sent to make up, an interesting 
experience for me! The segment was to take place outside on the 
studio balcony with an awesome view of the mountain in the 
background. Apparently on that particular day things were a little 
chaotic and by the way a microphone was attached to me just 
before we went live I could see evidence of this. What I was not 
prepared for was another guest on the show by the name of DJ 
Fresh. I did not know who he was other than that next to him I 
appeared rather small! Although the questions were essentially 
scripted, nobody seemed to have told DJ Fresh this as I think that 
in the entire interview they only asked one question which I had 

prepared for. However, it went fine and I even managed to get a 
joke or two out.

The show 
producer was 
very happy with 
the way it went 
and in 
subsequent 
discussions has 
expressed a 
keen interest in 
making a bonsai 

insert a regular on the show. We are currently brainstorming 
different ideas including a kind of how to series where viewers 
watching the show will be taken through the steps of creating a 
bonsai tree from a bag plant. There are really so many different 
angles and interesting shows one can do that if we are given the 
opportunity this could go on for years. If you have missed the 
clip, please visit Terry’s web page and follow the link: 
Knowledge→Movies→Video→Gardening : Bonsai (11.2.2013)

Happy bonsai'ing.

Best regards, Terry Erasmus

www.bonsaitree.co.za
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BONSAI CLUBS, NURSERIES AND SUPPLIERS

WESTERN PROVINCE
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

Bishopsford Bonsai 
Nursery Houtbay Gail & Lionel Theron 021 790 3478 bford@cybersmart.co.za

Blaauwberg Bonsai Kai Dawn Collier 076 529 7848 mrjade@mweb.co.za

Boland Bonsai Kai Stellenbosch Coenie Brand 082 804 9195 cjjbrand@snowisp.com

Bonsai Society of 
South Africa Goodwood Ben van Heerden 082 870 6212 pekebonsai@vodamail.co.za

Bonsai Tree Somerset West Terry Erasmus 082 890 7927 info@bonsaitree.co.za

Cape Bonsai Kai Newlands Tony Bent 083 230 5348 tony@nanoson.com

Helderberg Bonsai Kai Gordon’s Bay Ras Smal 084 655 0718 info@bonsaigarden.co.za

Kat River Kai George Tobie Kleynhans 083 635 1447 toblen@mweb.co.za

Olive Grove Bonsai 
Centre Kraaifontein Rudi Adam 021 987 4040 rabonsai@telkomsa.net

Overberg Bonsai Kai Hermanus Wynand Vermeulen 071 363 2169 wynandwurms@gmail.com

Pygmy Bonsai Nursery George Andre Krige 083 471 5415 pygmy.bonsai@gmail.com

Potter’s Yard Houtbay Phil Levitt 021 790 0559 phil@pottersyard.co.za

Stone Lantern Bonsai 
Nursery Durbanville Steven le Roux 083 375 0446 stonelantern@hotmail.com

Tygerberg Bonsai Club Stellenbosch Ben van Heerden 082 870 6212 pekebonsai@vodamail.co.za

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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BONSAI CLUBS, NURSERIES AND SUPPLIERS

GAUTENG
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

Bonsai Huisie Krugersdorp Andries Straus 083 393 0188 info@bonsai.co.za

Brenthurst Gardens Houghton 011 646 1529 thegarden@brenthurstgardens.c
o.za

Dunmau Bonsai Olifantsfontein Duncan Wiles 081 382 5233 wiles@icon.co.za

East Rand Bonsai Kai Boksburg Rudi Buys 084 575 8141 erbk@telkomsa.net

Eastern Bonsai Society Highlands North Hansie Bekker 082 820 4306 hansieb@lantic.net

Far West Bonsai Kai Randfontein Kathy Steyn 083 710 4243 pennantpress@y.co.za

Jo-Da Bonsai Nursery Dunotter John & Frieda Haw 011 734 2765 joda0@absamail.co.za

Lieberman Pottery Johannesburg Adrian Lieberman 011 482 2215

Midway Bonsai Society Midrand Hennie Reynecke 082 414 1171 hennie.ero@kingsley.co.za

Mikibu Bonsai Randjiesfontein Jonathan Cain 083 698 9069 jonathan@bonsaisa.co.za

Pretoria Bonsai Kai Pretoria Org Exley 082 809 2037 org@ntp.co.za

Sawasdee Bonsai 
Empire Lonehill Bill 083 307 1885 billruth@telkomsa.net

Shibui Bonsai Kai Emmerentia Derry Ralph 011 788 6104 bonsaikebana@mweb.co.za

Southern Bonsai 
Society Alberton Kallie du Plessis 082 678 2795 kareldup@netralink.com

Topsom Nursery Witkoppen Ellen Chen 011 023 7733 topsomnursery.ellen@gmail.com

Vaal Bonsai Kai Vereeniging Deon Rynders 083 414 6472 orthorite@webhome.co.za

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

mailto:info@bonsai.co.za
mailto:info@bonsai.co.za
mailto:thegarden@brenthurstgardens.co.za
mailto:thegarden@brenthurstgardens.co.za
mailto:thegarden@brenthurstgardens.co.za
mailto:thegarden@brenthurstgardens.co.za
mailto:wiles@icon.co.za
mailto:wiles@icon.co.za
mailto:erbk@telkomsa.net
mailto:erbk@telkomsa.net
mailto:bonsai@pixie.co.za
mailto:bonsai@pixie.co.za
mailto:pennantpress@y.co.za
mailto:pennantpress@y.co.za
mailto:joda0@absamail.co.za
mailto:joda0@absamail.co.za
mailto:hennie.ero@kingsley.co.za
mailto:hennie.ero@kingsley.co.za
mailto:jonathan@bonsaisa.co.za
mailto:jonathan@bonsaisa.co.za
mailto:org@ntp.co.za
mailto:org@ntp.co.za
mailto:billruth@telkomsa.net
mailto:billruth@telkomsa.net
mailto:bonsaikebana@mweb.co.za
mailto:bonsaikebana@mweb.co.za
mailto:kareldup@netralink.com
mailto:kareldup@netralink.com
mailto:topsomnursery.ellen@gmail.com
mailto:topsomnursery.ellen@gmail.com
mailto:orthorite@webhome.co.za
mailto:orthorite@webhome.co.za
http://www.sabonsai.co.za/forum/
http://www.sabonsai.co.za/forum/
http://www.bonsaisa.co.za
http://www.bonsaisa.co.za
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org
http://www.shibuibonsaikai.com
http://www.shibuibonsaikai.com
http://www.facebook.com/SouthernBonsaiSociety
http://www.facebook.com/SouthernBonsaiSociety
http://www.midwaybonsai.co.za
http://www.midwaybonsai.co.za
http://www.jodabonsai.co.za/catalograds/
http://www.jodabonsai.co.za/catalograds/
http://www.facebook.com/Far.West.Bonsai.Kai
http://www.facebook.com/Far.West.Bonsai.Kai
http://www.easternbonsaisociety.co.za
http://www.easternbonsaisociety.co.za
http://vaalbonsaikai.co.za
http://vaalbonsaikai.co.za


BONSAI CLUBS, NURSERIES AND SUPPLIERS

EASTERN PROVINCE, MPUMALANGA, NORTHERN 
CAPE, LIMPOPO & NORTH WEST PROVINCE
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

EASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCE

Border Bonsai Society Gonubie John Jansen 083 448 3417 john.jansen@bipa.co.za

Eastern Province 
Bonsai Kai Port Elizabeth Lionel Owen 083 495 3375 lilowen@netactive.co.za

Fuji Bonsai Port Elizabeth Greg Blandford 082 417 1455 fujibonsai72@gmail.com

MPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGA

Nelspruit Bonsai Kai Nelspruit Eddie Jenner 083 324 6671 earthmatters@mweb.co.za

NORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPE

Kalahari Bonsai Kai Upington Jandre Brink 083 388 8476 kalaharibonsai@gmail.com

LIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPO

El Shaddai Kwekery Phalaborwa Willie Viljoen 082 923 8195 whv@lantic.co.za

Sikani Bonsai Nursery Phalaborwa George Vrey 082 325 3767 georgew@lantic.co.za

Tzaneen Bonsai Club Tzaneen Hennie Smit 083 259 2806 midas@inx.co.za

Waterberg Bonsaiklub Bela-Bela 
(Warmbaths) Ian Pringle 083 468 3578 pikkian@iafrica.co.za

NORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCE

Klerksdorp Bonsai Kai Klerksdorp Pieter Loubser 082 564 4878 mploubser@gmail.com

Rustenburg Bonsai Kai Rustenburg Koos Robbertse 083 273 2968 smarais@angloplat.com

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

mailto:john.jansen@bipa.co.za
mailto:john.jansen@bipa.co.za
mailto:lilowen@netactive.co.za
mailto:lilowen@netactive.co.za
mailto:fujibonsai72@gmail.com
mailto:fujibonsai72@gmail.com
mailto:earthmatters@mweb.co.za
mailto:earthmatters@mweb.co.za
mailto:kalaharibonsai@gmail.com
mailto:kalaharibonsai@gmail.com
mailto:whv@lantic.co.za
mailto:whv@lantic.co.za
mailto:georgew@lantic.co.za
mailto:georgew@lantic.co.za
mailto:midas@inx.co.za
mailto:midas@inx.co.za
mailto:pikkian@iafrica.co.za
mailto:pikkian@iafrica.co.za
mailto:mploubser@gmail.com
mailto:mploubser@gmail.com
mailto:smarais@angloplat.com
mailto:smarais@angloplat.com
http://www.epbonsai.co.za
http://www.epbonsai.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.sikanibonsainursery.wozaonline.co.za/&h=QAQFs7dJC
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.sikanibonsainursery.wozaonline.co.za/&h=QAQFs7dJC
http://borderbonsaisociety.blogspot.com
http://borderbonsaisociety.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Nelspruit-Bonsai-Club/125690490836325
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Nelspruit-Bonsai-Club/125690490836325


BONSAI CLUBS, NURSERIES AND SUPPLIERS

FREE STATE & KWAZULU NATAL
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

FREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATE

Bloemfontein Bonsai 
Kai Bloemfontein Vian Herbst 083 458 7183 vian@fxsos.co.za

Platberg Bonsai Kai Harrismith Mariaan Pienaar 083 454 9174 bartsch@dorea.co.za

Die Towerpot Harrismith Magda 058 622 3373

KWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATAL

Bonsai Boyz Pinetown Ed Brits 082 771 5395 info@bonsaiboyz.co.za

Bonsai Buddies Umhlali Judy

Ballito Bonsai Club Umhlali Caroll Hermann 082 579 5599 info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za

Durban Bonsai Society Durban Edwin Borensee 084 625 8920 borresene@velavke.co.za

Kengai Bonsai Kai Assegay Lynn Theodoro 083 254 1022 mistymoonbonsai@gmail.com

Pietermaritzburg 
Bonsai Society Pietermaritzburg Jurgen Nuss 083 745 6078 nuss@telkomsa.net

“The Castle” 
Indigenous Bonsai Hillcrest Garry or Alan 082 801 8860         

073 588 8768 indigbonsai@mweb.co.za

Zululand Bonsai 
Society Richards Bay Barry Stofberg 083 324 9392 info@zululandbonsai.co.za
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cases, the cost of filtering Koi ponds is linear and directly proportional to the size 
of the pond. There are no 
shortcuts that you can take - 
each liter of water in the Koi 
pond requires the same 
measure of filtration 
irrespective of how many of 
them there are.

Your emphasis however may 
shift a bit for instance with 
more focus on mechanical 
filtration than on biological 

filtration in very large ponds, but don't count on this to reduce your initial capital 
costs. More insidiously do not forget about your running costs which can creep up 
very quickly and leave you with a nasty surprise at month end and a hole in your 
bank account.

A series of Koi related articles, with kind permission by HAPPY KOI

and Koi KZN Chapter and SAKKS

Section 13

WHAT SIZE KOI POND TO BUILD

THE BIGGER THE BETTER WHEN IT COMES 
TO KOI PONDS

OUR RECOMMENDED MINIMUM SIZE KOI POND IS 
AROUND 10 000 LITRES, OR TEN CUBIC METERS. IN 
OTHER WORDS THE SIZE OF YOUR POND SHOULD 
BE A MINIMUM OF 2M X3M BY 1.6M DEEP BY WAY OF 
EXAMPLE. VARIATIONS TO THIS CAN OF COURSE BE 
USED - BUT A KOI POND SHOULD NOT HAVE LESS 
THAN 1.5M FOR ANY ONE OF IT'S DIMENSIONS.

HENCE KOI PONDS ARE SUBSTANTIAL AFFAIRS. 
SOME KOI PONDS CAN BE TRULY MASSIVE, UP TO 
AND IN EXCESS OF ONE MILLION LITERS. 
REMEMBER THOUGH THAT YOU NEED TO FILTER 
YOUR KOI POND AND AS SUCH THERE ARE 
PRACTICAL LIMITS. OF COURSE IF YOU HAVE A 
MASSIVE LAKE SUCH AS THIS YOU CAN GET AWAY 
WITHOUT FILTERING THE WATER BUT THEN THE 
CLARITY OF YOUR POND WILL SUFFER. HAVING A 
CONSISTENTLY CRYSTAL CLEAR POND COMES 
ABOUT AS THE RESULT OF GOOD FILTRATION - 
NOTHING MORE AND  VAST MAJORITY OF

KOI
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LOCAL EVENTS

Section 14

CALENDAR
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when? who? where? what?

2 March 2013 Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria AGM

30 March 2013 BRAT Open 
Day Heidelberg

29 March to 1 
April 2013

Oyama Bonsai 
Kai

Kirstenbosch 
Botanical 
Gardens

Exhibition

20 - 22 April 
2013 BCI Yangzhou, 

China BCI-Bonsai

4 May 2013 Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria New Talent 

Competition

24 - 27 October 
2013 EBS Convention SABA

2 November 
2013

Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria

Besoek 
Hannes Frits se 

tuin
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