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Under the harvest moon,

When the soft silver

Drips shimmering

Over the garden nights,

Death, the gray mocker,

Comes and whispers to you

As a beautiful friend

Who remembers.

Under the summer roses

When the flagrant crimson

Lurks in the dusk

Of the wild red leaves,

Love, with little hands,

Comes and touches you

With a thousand memories,

And asks you

Beautiful, unanswerable questions.            Carl Sandberg



For most of us, it is back to work, school, normal (if that is possible) after a very busy festive season.  I hope you and your family had a 
peaceful and blessed time and wish you a wonderful 2013 full of bonsai happiness.

The BiSA Unusual Species Competition was won by Dot Henegan with her Virginia Creeper.  Who could compete with those awesome 
colours?  The people spoke by popular vote and it was not even close.  Thank you to all who entered and Bonsai Boyz who sponsored the 
prize.  Dot, your cheque is in the post:-) (I mean voucher).

My good friend Tony Tickle ran a poll on his blog recently, Why most UK clubs are struggling for members? Do you agree or do we suffer from 
a different infliction here is SA? By the way, there are more interesting articles on his blog.

There is also an article on developing trunks by Harry Harrington who has just released his second book.  You can get a hard copy from 
Amazon or the Kindle version on his website.

A great big THANK YOU  to all who participated in my survey.  My apologies to those who could not complete it, but as Murphy would have 
it, the pilot study went well and as soon as it went live, the software acted up.  I did manage to get more than the required amount of 
responses necessary and will let you have some of the very interesting information soon.

As we have had unusually high temperatures for this time of year, just a reminder to take extra care with your trees and don’t forget to water 
them regularly and check for sun burn.  Yes, that can really happen.
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1	 WORKSHOPS WITH INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Cost	:	 R400.00 per Workshop if paid before 31 December 2012.

	 	 R500.00 per Workshop thereafter, i.e. 01 January 2013 onwards.

There will be two (2) Workshops with each of our International Speakers.    
Each Workshop will consist of ten (10) delegates only – NO SILENT 
OBSERVERS WILL BE ALLOWED IN THESE WORKSHOPS.

30% OF THE WORKSHOP SLOTS ARE ALREADY BOOKED. 

Do not miss out – book now and pay for your Workshop – e-mail proof of 
payment for your Workshop booking to barbara-anne@polka.co.za.   Please 
state on your e-mail to Barbara your preference of demonstrator/
international speaker and date, e.g.

1	 Rob Kempinski	

2	 Ryan Neil

3	 Walter Pall

Section 2

SABA CONVENTION 2013

Venue:  Edenvale Community 
Centre, Van Riebeeck st., 
Edenvale, Johannesburg

Date:  24 - 27 October 2013

International Speakers:

	 	 	 	 Rob Kempinksi

	 Ryan Neil

	 	 	
	

Walter Pall

Registration fees:

The November 2012 
Convention Newsletter is 

available on the EBS website at 
www.easternbonsaisociety.co.za.  Registration fees 
are discussed in the Newsletter.

Eastern Bonsai Society - Let’s Be Creative 
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DEVELOPING A NEW TRUNKLINE AND BRANCH STRUCTURE ON DECIDUOUS 
TREES                             Harry Harrington

The main principles to understand when developing new trunklines (new ‘leaders’) or branches on bonsai are as follows:

• The shoots (be they potential branches or leaders) with the most growth will thicken the fastest.

• The shoots with the least growth will thicken slowest.

• To encourage growth in a shoot, do not prune that shoot.

• To encourage maximum growth in a shoot, prune all other shoots on the tree.

• To stop a shoot growing, pinch back that shoot.

• To minimise growth, do not let the new growth extend (by pinching the new growth as it opens)

Using these 6 basic principles, the bonsai enthusiast can control which parts of a tree grow and eventually become thicker and which parts remain as they are.

Developing a branch structure and new leader on a bonsai using these principles can sometimes be something of a chinese puzzle. However, if one is focussed on which areas of 
the tree (the leader or the branches or a particular branch) require the most growth and which areas of the tree require the least, it is a solvable puzzle!

Using the Elm airlayer featured in Chapter 12 of Bonsai Inspirations 1, I will now illustrate how these 6 principles are applied to a tree stump in order that it can be turned into a 
bonsai.

This process, or parts of this process, can be applied to all deciduous trees whether they be completely raw material, a fully formed trunk 
that requires a new branch structure or even a fully developed bonsai.

At the beginning of the first year of developing the stump, (assuming it is healthy and vigorous) it will produce new buds all over the trunk. 
These buds will then begin to open into new shoots as temperatures warm in the Spring.

A bare trunk stripped of all shoots and branches in the Autumn will produce considerably more buds from the trunk during the following 
Spring. Any existing branches that are left after Autumn pruning will reduce the number of buds that 
appear on the trunk itself.

The first step for the enthusiast to take, is to decide which new shoots to keep for development into 
new branches and trunk leaders, and which to remove. The sooner that unwanted shoots or 
preferably buds, are removed, the more ‘energy’ the stump is able to divert into growth and 

development of the shoots that are wanted.

The exact shoots or buds to keep will depend on the future design you have for the tree and if you are not 100% certain whether a 
particular branch will be required in the future, keep it for the time being. In the future it will always considerably easier to remove a bud or 
shoot you are undecided upon, than it to regrow it again.

Harry Harrington is a renowned bonsai 
artist in the UK.  His web  site bonsai4me 
is dedicated to the art and practice of 
bonsai for both the beginner and the 
more advanced enthusiast.  His recently 
released book Bonsai Inspirations 2, can 
be ordered from his web site.  

http://www.bonsai4me.com/index.html
http://www.bonsai4me.com/index.html
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At this point it is important to understand or remind yourself about apical dominance. Every tree species will have a natural growth habit that will produce different rates 
of growth in shoots depending on their position on the trunk. At the uppermost part (a) of the tree (be it the top of the trunk and branches at the very top of the tree), 
growth will be strongest. This means that there will be more buds appearing in this area, the shoots that they produce will be more vigorous and will have a greater 
growth rate. Conversely, in the lowest areas of the trunk (c), bud production and shoot growth will be weakest. The areas inbetween (area b) will tend to have bud 
production and shoot growth rates inbetween areas (a) and (c).

This principle is pretty straightforward. However, it should be noted that different tree species naturally have different degrees of apical dominance. For our purposes as 
bonsai enthusiasts, there is no exact science in explaining these differences. Various tree species are just variously described as being ‘ a little apically dominant’ or 
‘very apically dominant’. It is only with experience that one can establish what these descriptions actually mean in practice! There are also a much smaller number of tree 
species that can be described as being ‘basally dominant’. In these cases it simply means that the base of the tree is the most dominant part of the tree and the top of 
the tree is the weakest and the strengths and weaknesses of areas (a) to (c), are reversed. So, bearing in mind the growth tendency of the majority of deciduous trees, if 
the tree stump in this example were to be allowed to grow freely without our intervention, the leader at the top of the trunk would grow the most and thicken the most.

In this case that is what we hope to achieve, maximum growth in the new trunkleader so that it will thicken as rapidly as possible, creating better taper to the top of the 
stump. However, without any pruning, the new shoots in the middle part of the tree (area b) would grow faster than those shoots in the lowest areas of the trunk (c). This 
would produce branches in area b that were thicker than the branches in area c. This is the opposite of the desired effect in bonsai where the lowest branches are also 
the thickest.

A second important effect of leaving the remaining shoots unpruned is that some of the tree’s resources or energy would be wasted growing these middle branches. 
Pruning the growth of the middle branches will divert the tree’s resources to the trunk leader to ensure maximum growth.

And so, the correct way to deal with this example tree is allow the new leader to grow freely. To allow each of the middle branches to extend and open 3 or 4 leaves and 
then pinch out the rest of the new shoot so it will not extend any further leaving the tree’s resources to be diverted elsewhere. The shoots in the lowest parts of the tree 
need to be thicker than the shoots in area (b) and should therefore be allowed to extend further than the shoots in area (b), and are left to grow until around 8 or 9 leaves 
before being pinched out.

The result of this pruning or pinching out will be something akin to the diagram on previous page.

When the new leader has begun to grow strongly it is time to consider carving the top of the trunk to create better taper to the trunk.  The preferred time to do this on 
deciduous trees is during the growing season, preferably after the first flush of growth has hardened off. At this time of year the wound resulting from chopping the trunk 
heals relatively quickly and callus formation (to cover the exposed cambium and to begin the years-long process of covering the large wound) is at it’s most rapid.

Carrying out this work during the dormant season or during early Spring is unlikely to harm the tree itself but healing of the resulting wound will be slow or non-existant if 
carried out in the Winter. An imaginary line can be made from the base of the new trunkleader sloping either sideways or backwards (so that the resulting wound is not 
visible from the front of the tree) using a sharp knife and the excess bark and wood can be removed.
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Actual physical removal of the excess wood can be difficult on thick trunks and requires the use of power tools as well as saws. 
However, where the top of the trunk has a smaller diameter, knob cutters are often sufficient and the excess wood can be removed 
bit by bit.Note that the more of a downward slope you create when cutting the trunk back, the better the taper you create in the 
trunk. However... the more taper you create, the larger the wound and the longer it will be before it heals over (if it heals over 
completely at all).

With some species such as Elm there is a good possibility of new buds and shoots appearing 
along the line of the wound. However, on species that will not do this, the lack of new buds and 

shoots in this area can leave a large empty gap in the branch structure.

By the end of the first year of development, (depending on your feeding regime, the vigour of the tree and the species used), the 
stump will look similar to that shown above.

Due to the pinching out and pruning of the shoots according to their position on the tree, the new trunk leader is the thickest shoot, followed by the lowest branches, 
with the branches in the middle of the tree being the thinnest.

Note that after pinching out the new shoots in the Spring, each will have been very likely to produce at least two new smaller shoots at the pinching point. If and 
whenever this occurs during the growing season, the same process of pinching out should be carried out on the newest shoots.

At the end of the growing season (or in certain climates at the very beginning of the next growing season) the stump’s growth must be pruned back.

Cutting back the current year’s growth creates better branch taper in the future; the new shoots that will appear on the branches in the following year will always be 
distinctly thinner.

New shoots grown in the same growing season as each other will always end up being the same diameter, even when comparing shoots that grew in the Spring and late 
Summer as each other (as I found out after trying to build branch taper on a small bonsai over the course of one growing season!).

Therefore, if the pruning back of the branches (when developing the branch structure) is not carried out in-between growing seasons , the lack of taper will be obvious in 
the future.

More discussion on the principles and technique of branch development and ‘Winter’ pruning is continued later in this Article Series.

The basic principle of pruning this Elm air layer at the end of the first season of development is to prune according to the apical dominance and the individual 
development of this tree.

That is, the new trunkleader is not pruned at all as the process of thickening the upper trunk has yet to be finished. The new branches are pruned according to their 
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position on the trunk; the lowest branches in area (c) are pruned back hard to just 3 or 4 leaf-joints and the middle branches in area (b) are pruned back even harder, to 
just 1 or 2 leaf-joints.

One important consequence of pruning back this hard is that it will encourage further production of new buds from the trunk and is 
an opportunity to fill out any empty spaces in the trunk with new branches. Indeed, this maybe the last opportunity for this event to 
occur without having to remove all of the branches again in the future.

Those that are not required for the future design are removed to divert the tree’s resources into development of those that are.

New shoots are then pinched out as they extend with no interruption in the growth of the trunkleader, pinching out of the lowest and 
middle shoots according to their position on the tree.

By this stage in development, it may become noticeable that there will also be shoots with atypical growth rates. It is not unusual to have a very weak shoot in the 
middle area (b) of the trunk that should not be pinched out as early as the other shoots in area (b) so that it can thicken a little more.

Conversely there maybe a shoot in the lower part of the trunk that is considerably stronger than would be expected considering its position. Such a shoot can be safely 
pinched out earlier than would be normal.

Notice that I have made no mention of repotting at the beginning of the second year; unless there is a strong reason for repotting and/or root pruning the tree (issues 
with poor soil, an urgent need to shape the nebari etc), allow the roots free growth to encourage the fastest possible development of the trunkleader.By midsummer of 
the second year an Elm will have had the appearance of the new Spring shoots that have then been pinched out; resulting in a second flush of shoots that should also 
be pinched out. This process of allowing varying degrees of growth that is then pinched out (and pruned back if necessary) carries on throughout the growing season.

For some vigorous tree species this process can need to be repeated 4 or 5 times between Spring and Autumn, with other species or with weaker trees, there maybe 
only 2 or 3 new flushes of growth in a growing season.

Winter pruning Year Two. The branches are all pruned back hard in accordance to their position on the trunk and their vigour in the same way as they were at the end of 
Year One. With the Elm airlayer’s trunk leader having reached the desired thickness, all of the top growth is chopped back to a thinner side shoot. By comparing the two 
images above it is possible to see that by chopping back in the way that I have done, the trunk now has a smooth tapering trunk with good movement.

One mistake that I often see by beginner enthusiasts is to not be brutal enough when they chop back resulting in the top of the trunkline looking too long and taperless 
itself, while the unnecessary additional height reduces the power and strength of the tree itself.

However difficult it maybe to reduce 2-3 years worth of growth and a metre or two of live wood to just a few centimetres, it is an essential apect of trunk-building to then 
be able to reduce the growth back properly.
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It is important to understand that once the trunkleader has been chopped back and the top sacrificial growth removed, in the future it will not noticeably increase in 
diameter as growth from the top area (a) will always been tightly controlled to ensure that the uppermost branches of the bonsai remain thinner than those in the middle 

and lower areas of the bonsai.

If the trunkleader is not thick enough to make a smooth transition up the trunk from the original stump, it should be allowed to 
continue to thicken. (Note that the process of chopping back the trunkleader can also be made during the growing season, this part 
of the technique is not limited to the dormant season).

Year Three: In the Spring, with the trunkleader having been pruned back so hard, a large number of very vigorous buds will appear at 
the top of the trunk. It is important at this time to be very diligent about removing un-needed buds and pinching out the new shoots.

Now that the trunk and trunkline has been fully developed, the balancing of vigour throughout the tree will change. Development of 
the uppermost branches (the apex or crown) begins and the shoots that grow here must be thinner and weaker than those in the 

middle and lower areas of the tree.

This requires that any new shoots in this uppermost area are only allowed to extend and 
open 1 or 2 new leaves before being pinched out while shoots in the middle area are 
allowed to extend by 3 or 4 new leaves and the lowest and naturally weakest shoots 
should be allowed to extend to 5 or 6 new leaves.

This process of redressing the energy and 
vigour of the tree continues throughout its life 
and the basic principles concerning growth 
and thickening of the branches can continue 
to be applied wherever necessary. Branches 
that are too thin for their position on the trunk 
(in particular lower branches) can be allowed 
to extend (grow) longer in order to thicken 
them faster than the other branches.

It can also be ensured that branches in the 
uppermost areas of the trunk do not become 
too thick by pinching them out.Elm stump June - 2006 Autumn - 2009
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Finest North American 
Native Species Bonsai

E)+#&"* W$'#& C&-)"
!uja occidentalis

H&'.$#: !" inches
C!*#)'*&": Japanese, Tokoname-ware

#e Eastern white cedar, also known as American 
arborvitae, is native to the northern areas of the 
United States and Canada where it naturally grows 
in wetlands but also on cli$s. #is specimen was 
collected by the owner in !!"% where it was growing 
in a “rock pocket” in New York State. #e present 
front was facing the sky and the back was lying 
against a rock. It had a trunk which extended along the 
rock for approximately three and one half feet. 
Most of the foliage and branches were along that 
section of the trunk. #is bonsai was originally 
styled as a cascade style. Gradually the foliage 
became dense and the long trunk was removed 
to create a more compact and powerful design. In 
"##! it received the Member's Choice Award in 
honor of Yuji Yoshimura at the $&'( Upstate New 
York Bonsai Exhibition.
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

Bishopsford Bonsai 
Nursery Houtbay Gail & Lionel Theron 021 790 3478 bford@cybersmart.co.za

Blaauwberg Bonsai Kai Dawn Collier 076 529 7848 mrjade@mweb.co.za

Boland Bonsai Kai Stellenbosch Coenie Brand 082 804 9195 cjjbrand@snowisp.com

Bonsai Society of 
South Africa Goodwood Ben van Heerden 082 870 6212 pekebonsai@vodamail.co.za

Bonsai Tree Somerset West Terry Erasmus 082 890 7927 info@bonsaitree.co.za

Cape Bonsai Kai Newlands Tony Bent 083 230 5348 tony@nanoson.com

Helderberg Bonsai Kai Strand Ras Smal 084 655 0718 info@bonsaigarden.co.za

Kat River Kai George Tobie Kleynhans 083 635 1447 toblen@mweb.co.za

Olive Grove Bonsai 
Centre Kraaifontein Rudi Adam 021 987 4040 rabonsai@telkomsa.net

Overberg Bonsai Kai Hermanus Wynand Vermeulen 071 363 2169 wynandwurms@gmail.com

Pygmy Bonsai Nursery George Andre Krige 083 471 5415 pygmy.bonsai@gmail.com

Potter’s Yard Houtbay Phil Levitt 021 790 0559 phil@pottersyard.co.za

Stone Lantern Bonsai 
Nursery Durbanville Steven le Roux 083 375 0446 stonelantern@hotmail.com

Tygerberg Bonsai Club Stellenbosch Ben van Heerden 082 870 6212 pekebonsai@vodamail.co.za
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

Bonsai Huisie Krugersdorp Andries Straus 083 393 0188 info@bonsai.co.za

Brenthurst Gardens Houghton 011 646 1529 thegarden@brenthurstgardens.c
o.za

Dunmau Bonsai Olifantsfontein Duncan Wiles 081 382 5233 wiles@icon.co.za

East Rand Bonsai Kai Boksburg Rudi Buys 084 575 8141 erbk@telkomsa.net

Eastern Bonsai Society Highlands North Hansie Bekker 082 820 4306 hansieb@lantic.net

Far West Bonsai Kai Randfontein Kathy Steyn 083 710 4243 pennantpress@y.co.za

Jo-Da Bonsai Nursery Dunotter John & Frieda Haw 011 734 2765 joda0@absamail.co.za

Lieberman Pottery Johannesburg Adrian Lieberman 011 482 2215

Midway Bonsai Society Midrand Hennie Reynecke 082 414 1171 hennie.ero@kingsley.co.za

Mikibu Bonsai Randjiesfontein Jonathan Cain 083 698 9069 jonathan@bonsaisa.co.za

Pretoria Bonsai Kai Pretoria Org Exley 082 809 2037 org@ntp.co.za

Sawasdee Bonsai 
Empire Lonehill Bill 083 307 1885 billruth@telkomsa.net

Shibui Bonsai Society Emmerentia Derry Ralph 011 788 6104 bonsaikebana@mweb.co.za

Southern Bonsai 
Society Alberton Kallie du Plessis 082 678 2795 kareldup@netralink.com

Topsom Nursery Witkoppen Ellen Chen 011 023 7733 topsomnursery.ellen@gmail.com

Vereeniging Bonsai 
Club Vereeniging Deon Rynders 083 414 6472 orthorite@webhome.co.za

mailto:info@bonsai.co.za
mailto:info@bonsai.co.za
mailto:thegarden@brenthurstgardens.co.za
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

EASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCEEASTERN PROVINCE

Border Bonsai Kai Gonubie John Jansen 083 448 3417 john.jansen@bipa.co.za

Eastern Province 
Bonsai Kai Port Elizabeth Lionel Owen 083 495 3375 lilowen@netactive.co.za

Fuji Bonsai Port Elizabeth Greg Blandford 082 417 1455 fujibonsai72@gmail.com

MPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGAMPUMALANGA

Nelspruit Bonsai Kai Nelspruit Eddie Jenner 083 324 6671 earthmatters@mweb.co.za

NORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPENORTHERN CAPE

Kalahari Bonsai Kai Upington Jandre Brink 083 388 8476 kalaharibonsai@gmail.com

LIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPOLIMPOPO

El Shaddai Kwekery Phalaborwa Willie Viljoen 082 923 8195 whv@lantic.co.za

Tzaneen Bonsai Club Tzaneen Hennie Smit 083 259 2806 midas@inx.co.za

Waterberg Bonsaiklub Bela-Bela 
(Warmbaths) Ian Pringle 083 468 3578 pikkian@iafrica.co.za

NORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCENORTH WEST PROVINCE

Klerksdorp Bonsai Kai Klerksdorp Pieter Loubser 082 564 4878 mploubser@gmail.com

Rustenburg Bonsai Kai Rustenburg Koos Robbertse 083 273 2968 smarais@angloplat.com

mailto:john.jansen@bipa.co.za
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CLUB TOWN/SUBURB CONTACT PERSON PHONE NUMBER EMAIL WEB SITE

FREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATEFREE STATE

Bloemfontein Bonsai 
Kai Bloemfontein Vian Herbst 083 458 7183 vian@fxsos.co.za

Platberg Bonsai Kai Harrismith Mariaan Pienaar 083 454 9174 bartsch@dorea.co.za

Die Towerpot Harrismith Magda 058 622 3373

KWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATALKWAZULU NATAL

Bonsai Boyz Pinetown Ed Brits 082 771 5395 info@bonsaiboyz.co.za

Bonsai Boyz Umhlali Carol Brits info@bonsaiboyz.co.za

Ballito Bonsai Club Umhlali Caroll Hermann 082 579 5599 info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za

Durban Bonsai Society Durban Edwin Borensee 084 625 8920 borresene@velavke.co.za

Kengai Bonsai Kai Assegay Lynn Theodoro 083 254 1022 mistymoonbonsai@gmail.com

Pietermaritzburg 
Bonsai Society Pietermaritzburg Jurgen Nuss 083 745 6078 nuss@telkomsa.net

“The Castle” 
Indigenous Bonsai Hillcrest Garry or Alan 082 801 8860         

073 588 8768 indigbonsai@mweb.co.za

Zululand Bonsai 
Society Richards Bay Barry Stofberg 083 324 9392 info@zululandbonsai.co.za

mailto:vian@fxsos.co.za
mailto:vian@fxsos.co.za
mailto:bartsch@dorea.co.za
mailto:bartsch@dorea.co.za
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Join this forum and take part in the conversation about the African 
Bush Daisy herehttp://www.sabonsai.co.za/forum/index.php/topic/

1024-african-bush-daisy/

Bonsai Tree runs a very active forum and 
always has interesting topics.  Go hae a 
look at Terry’s photos of his recent trip to 
Japan.

PYGMY BONSAI NURSERY  is a nursery based in George and sells 
Japanese and Chinese species as well as a wide range of pots

EBS is hard at work for the SABA convention later this 
year.  Please see the article in the beginning of the 
magazine on page 3 or read more on their web site.

ZULULAND BONSAI

Nicknamed Mr Miyagi, Shaun once again reminded us to not be afraid and be 
“ruthless” when attempting to style and train our trees.

“I specialise in Figs because I started with them and they grow well in Durban but 
I work with a vast amount of species. I maintain that with bonsai you need to be 
ruthless,” said Shaun in an interview with the Fever afterwards.

Shaun was assisted by Martin Minny and Neil Holley, all from the Durban Bonsai 
Society. Martin and Neil demonstrated their bonsai tree carving skills with a die 
grinder, creating stunning jinning features to a number of trees, as well as keeping 
us entertained with a witty running commentary.

JoDa Bonsai Distributors have a Automatic Watering 
Device in stock. Automatic Watering Device. It waters 
your bonsai or house plants “whilst your away”. Set it 

up and try it out a few days before you go away for best 
results. Simple instructions included @ R25 each.

Boland Bonsai Kai het vanjaar ‘n kampioen 
opgelewer toe Alex Rodewald derde by Oyama se 
jong ontwerpers geëindig het en die klub toe by 
die mini-konvensie in Bloemfontein 
verteenwoordig het. 

Dit is ook verblydend om te hoor dat Louis Nel se 
versameling by die Stellenbosch se botaniese 
tuine gehuisves word.  

PLEASE CLICK ON THE HYPERLINKS TO READ THE FULL NEWSLETTER OR LINK BACK TO THE CLUB

News from Clubs
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After the formalities of the AGM, we had an 
informative talk on Bonsai soil mixes. However due 
to time constraints this needed to be kept short. 
Thank you to Erich for an interesting, interactive talk.

Thank you to all the donors of the raffle prizes. Thank 
you to Stan and Jethro for the eats.

Cape Bonsai Kai

Jan-Jurie had a presentation on White Fly who went into detail on the different 
varieties, and the varying stages of damage caused by them. Explaining that they 
feed on the plant sap and then introduce toxins which in turn open the plant to 
other diseases. Various pesticides work on killing them and they can be killed at 
different stages depending on chemical used.

calendar

when? who? where? what?

2 March 2013 Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria AGM

30 March 2013 BRAT Open 
Day Heidelberg

20 - 22 April 
2013 BCI Yangzhou, 

China BCI-Bonsai

4 May 2013 Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria New Talent 

Competition

24 - 27 October 
2013 EBS Convention SABA

2 November 
2013

Pretoria Bonsai 
Kai Pretoria

Besoek 
Hannes Frits se 

tuin
Jacques Taljard won the Procumbens nana competition 
by popular vote.  Congratulations and don’t forget to get 
your prize from Carol at Bonsai Boyz at our next club 
meeting.  The next meeting will be on the 21st of 
January 2013 at the Litchi Orchard, Umhlali.  See you all 
there!

JoDa Bonsai Distributors

We are “Down Sizing” our business  specializing in specific 
product ranges. Accordingly, we have some unique and special 
bonsai products we have to sell  at discounted prices as 
follows:

Tools: Large  branch bending clamps;  Samurai cutter;  Gravers 
– carving chisels etc;  bonnsai Pictures: Block Mounted and Framed and many other items

Please email your newsletter and club activities for 
inclusion in this section to:  info@bonsaisouthafrica.co.za.

    © BONSAI SOUTH AFRICA
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FAR WEST BONSAI KAI

Dr. Tony Harrison discussed Satsuki Azalea’s with us.  

His Satsuki Azalea bonsai were imported from Japan 

and it was fantastic to see those trees.  

His tips, ideas and advice on how to grow 

and improve Azaleas were very 

interesting and informative.

Midway Bonsai 
Society

Penny started the 
demo by 
explaining to us that she grows bonsai trees for the fun of 

it, therefore it doesn't need to be perfect. She and Ray 
decided to demo doing a continuous landscape - lucky for us!

Firstly, you can have different types of trees planted together in a continuous 
landscape, however you need to consider the practicality of this - water 
requirements, light etc. You can also use cuttings to create a continuous 
landscape, or even those 'less desirable' trees in your collection.

N ext, a continuous landscape is not a sakai, but rather a forest and thus you 
need to stick to 'forest rules'. For example, in a forest you will have a main tree, 
with it's family around it. The same applies to the continuous landscape.

Eastern Province Bonsai Society

Suzanne Jooste has been a 
member of the Eastern 
Province Bonsai Society 
and previously started a 
club in Klerksdorp with 
Pieter Loubser.  She has 
approximately 30 trees and 
her favourite tree is a fig.


