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For articles and news:  

contact: 

carollh@telkomsa.net 

Or 

082 567 7583 

The views ex-

pressed in the E-

zine are not  neces-

sarily those of the 

editor or SABA.  

Emmy is a com-

plete bonsai enthu-

siast that attends 

all the Cape bonsai 

Kai‘s workshops 

and travels by 

bicycle. 

Showtime! 

Shows are a 

time to beauti-

fully display 

your trees. Con-

rad Botes de-

signed this for 

the Oyama Bon-

sai Kai show in 

2005 
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KENGAI BONSAI KAI—INDIGENOUS BONSAI SHOW 

From the editor……... 
Summer in KZN, is here with a vengeance. The heat is unbearable at times and I am losing trees and 

seedlings left, right & centre.  I don‘t get too upset about it, as I see it as an opportunity to get more 

trees. I would like to congratulate Carl and his wife on the birth of their second daughter, Isla. We also 

hope that she is much better by now.  It is also the start of our photo competition and we hope to have 

lots of entries.  

Our website should be up and running later this week. Please contact me with any correction and addi-

tions. Feel free to comment and make suggestions, I have had a few already and I hope to keep it fairly 

current. There is also an electronic link to the Newsletter from the website. I thank all those who submit 

articles for use and would like to encourage others to join in.  

 

 

 

Bonsai – Kuns in die Kleine; deur Pieter Loubser; 2008, Griffelmedia; 93 bladsye plus CD. Prys: R267. ISBN: 978-0-9802556-8-3. 

Hoewel die boek nie so omvattend is as sy vorige boek, Understanding Bonsai, nie behoort dit ‗n handige handboek te wees 

wat klubs met vrug aan beginners kan gee. Mense kan natuurlik vrae vra oor die prys vir slegs 93 bladsye (sy eerste boek is 

274 bladsye) maar die omvattende inligting, pragtige kleurfoto‘s en die CD agterin voeg waarde toe tot die boek. Dit is in ‗n 

handige format en die spesiale kassies in  die boek vir meer gevorderde bonsaiers is nuttig.  

Loubser se ‗n tandarts van Klerksdorp in die Noordwes-provinsie en groei al meer as 20 jaar bonsais. Miskien verduidelik dit 

waarom hy sulke juiste terme het om die verskillende style, tegnieke en benaderings te illustreer – ‗n tandarts wat nie raak 

kan boor nie, is nie juis gewild nie. Hy is ook self verantwoordelik vir van die sketse van bome in die boek. Baie van die 

wenke in die boek oor hoe om wonde te genees, foute te verdoesel en oor verskillende spesies is regtig nuttig. 

Saam met Carl Morrow en Keith Kirsten se Bonsai Success in Southern Africa asook Charles Ceronio se Bonsai Styles of the 

World, is hierdie boek ‗n aanwins vir die bonsai-boekrak. 

The Greyhound Pavilion    

         Kearsney College      Botha’s Hill 

 

      Saturday 28th March 2009       09h00 to 16h30 

      Sunday   29th  March 2009       09h00 to 15h30 

 

                           Admission      R10   

 

                     Something for everyone.   

      Trees on show   Demonstrations by Experts,  

                    Talks, Tree clinics, Sales 

                    For further details contact 

                Lynne Theodorou   083 2541022  

                      or E-mail atcon@3i.co.za 

Boek Oorsig ————————Willem Pretorius 
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Joey Baptista…………..Frits Jouber t 
Joey Baptista het by verlede jaar se skou van Boland Bonsai Kai uitstekend gepresteer met al die pryse wat aan haar toegeken is. Ons 

weet dat Joey ‘n baie toegewyde lid is, maar wie is die ―tannie‖ met die gryskop werklik? Fritz Joubert het ‘n paar vrae aan haar 

gestel. 

V: Joey, jy het ’n klompie jare gelede op Stellenbosch aangekom as iemand wat reeds baie bonsai-ervaring het. Hoe het jou 

belangstelling in bonsai ontstaan en hoeveel jaar beoefen jy dit reeds? 

A: Ek het baie oor die onderwerp gelees en ook bonsaiskoue bygewoon. Ek doen dit reeds die afgelope 27 jaar en geniet dit nog 

steeds. 

V: By watter klub het jy begin? Was jy ook by ander klubs betrokke? 

A: Ek het my in Mei 1981 by die Eastern Bonsai Kai in Transvaal aangesluit. In Augustus dieselfde jaar het ook lid van die Shubui 

Kai geword. 

V: Hoekom het jou aangetrokke tot bonsai gevoel en kan jy verduidelik waarom jy met hierdie tydverdryf begin het? 

A: Dis seker maar omdat ek baie lief vir die natuur is. Daarby het ek ‘n passie vir potplante. 

V: Watter mense het jou in jou bonsailoopbaan die meeste gehelp of geïnspireer? 

A: Derry Ralph, Alf Jones (albei in die Noorde), John Naka, Roy Nagetoshi, Peter Chang en ander. 

V: Met watter bome 

het jy begin en --  uit 

jou jarelange onderv-

inding --  wat is jou 

gunstelingbome om 

mee te werk? 

A: Ek het begin met 

enige boom wat ek by 

kwekerye in die hande 

kon kry, veral 

―maples‖, olienhout, 

wilde vye en olms. 

V: Hoeveel bome het 

jou vandag in jou ver-

sameling? 

A: Ek het altesame 36 

bome, chasanomo‘s en 

aksentplante. 

V: Wat was na jou 

mening die moeilikste 

aspek van bonsai om 

baas te raak en watter 

raad kan jy aan begin-

ners gee? 

A: In die begin was dit 

altyd moeilik om te 

besluit watter tak om 

af te sny. My raad aan bonsai-entoesiaste is: dit is jóú bome. Versorg hulle met toewyding. 

V: Ek wil nie te persoonlik raak nie, maar hoekom het jy uit die Noorde na die Suide verhuis? En is daar ’n verskil in die kweek van 

bonsai in die een streek in vergelyking met die ander? 

A: Ek het hierheen getrek om naby my dogter, Jana Dawson van Somerset-Wes, te wees. Ek het ook nog ‘n dogter in Johannesburg. 

Ja, daar is beslis ‘n groot verskil in die seisoene van die Kaap en die Noorde. 

V: Hierdie is ’n “gelaaide” vraag. Hoe vergelyk die Boland-klub met dié in die ou Transvaal? 

A: Daar bo bestee die mense baie meer tyd aan hul stokperdjie. ‘n Ander groot verskil is dat die bonsaikwekers in die Noorde betyds 

vir vergaderings opdaag. Dis nie soos hier waar mense stuk-stuk aankom nie. Indien jy by die Noordelike klubs laat sou opdaag, sal 

jy ‘n baie vuil kyk kry. 



 

Pietermaritzburg Bon-

sai Society 

The new year started on a high note 

with a good turnout of bonsai lovers. 

Our request was to bring anything un-

usual and did we have some most inter-

esting trees!!  It was great fun and chal-

lenging to develop some material into 

super bonsai.  Vicky has been a revela-

tion with his trees that he has been car-

ing for for many years. His Cuphea was 

certainly something different and and 

eye opener for me certainly.  It was 

fantastic what Joy and Bernie managed 

to do to the acacia group, you turned a 

tangle into a well balanced showpiece, 

well done.  Barbara L, it's good to see 

you regularly again it's a long way for 

you to come but it is always good to see 

you and your  Mom and the interesting 

trees that you seem to find up at Notties.  

There was a lot of banter and laughter 

and Brian must get credit for a lot of it.  

Oh, and he also has some very good 

trees and seems to come up with the 

most awesome material.  Your trees 

have improved dramatically in the few 

years that we have had the pleasure of 

knowing you.  I still classify one of the 

most dramatic transformation of a very 

ordinary tree into a classy bonsai, the 

cascade you did for Lindsay.   

 

Durban Bonsai Society 

Highlights of the Durban Bon-

sai society‟s activities in 2008 

include: 

 DBS hosted the Kwanba 

mini-convention in April with 

Charles Ceronio giving a talk 

and demo on “Slanting Styles” 

 The Muden dig in August 

was a great success with fan-

tastic material collected, perfect 

weather and a fantastic time 

had by all 

 Through the year, the club 

visited the collections of the 

Babcocks, Bothmas and Bred-

ins. 

 Club demos were given by 

Pierre, Shaun, Farouk and 

George 

Neil‟s series of articles on 

“Bonsai Basics for Durban” is a 

collection of local bonsai knowl-

edge that will prove to be a real 

asset for years to come. 

Kengai Bonsai Kai 

 Kengai is getting 

ready for their 

next annual show. 

Here are some 

pictures from their last ex-

hibit. Please see the ad else-

where in the magazine. Make 

an effort to attend, I heard 

last year‟s show was amazing. 

Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

Op 9 Augustus het ons 

op uitnodiging „n mini 

uitstalling by bg ouete-

huis gehou as deel van 

hul “Japanese dag”. 

Baie dankie aan Ben 

Kruger asook  André 

en Sylvia de Bruin wat 

bome uitgestal het.  

Ben het ook „n demon-

strasie gedoen. (Sien 

van die foto’s op die 

Gallery) 

 

Shibui Kai 

 

2009 cer-

tainly started 

off well for 

us with 10 

visitors at-

tending our 

first meeting.  The hands-on 

workshop was rather hectic, but 

thank you all for your great en-

thusiasm and getting stuck into 

your trees.  Thank you also to 

Mike for bringing his excess 

material and helping raise some 

funds, as well as to Elaine and 

Arthur for the refreshments 

served.  Workshops are always 

popular and if you need any 

help with your Bonsai, either 

bring it to a meeting or contact 

one of the more experienced 

growers for help and advice.  

We are pleased to welcome 

Wendy, Arthur and Stan as new 

members, and also welcome 

home to Helen Caenazzo, one 

of our Founder members.   

Continued….. 

Club News 

Please send us an email on who you 

would like to know more about. We 

would like to do an article per issue 

on our experienced Bonsai people. 



We hope you will all have a 

long and happy stay with us, 

learning and promoting Bonsai.  

With the sudden influx of be-

ginners, we will be having a 

class for beginners at my home 

for anyone interested.  We have 

already had an informal get to-

gether and will get down to se-

rious business on the 28th.  It is 

getting late for repotting so we 

will cover this later in the year, 

but we will cover the basics 

first and maybe try and organ-

ise a nursery crawl to look for 

material.  We will have more 

information for anyone inter-

ested at our next general meet-

ing 

   

Cape Bonsai Kai 

A s usual, our chairlady opened the meet-
ing, first welcoming two guests and then 
providing some interesting statistics on the 
December show. (Only 25% of the trees 

on show were indigenous species!). 

Trevor then took over the floor with a 
stimulating overview of the “Why”, “What”, 
and “When” of fertilising.  He pointed out 
the differences between macro- and micro
-nutrients; the function of the key elements 
- nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus; 
and explained the advantages and disad-
vantages of organic vs. inorganic com-
pounds. The take-home message was: 
Follow the instructions on the packet and 
don’t over-fertilise. Too much may be 
harmful to your trees – “weekly, weakly” is 

best. 

The “SOLITAIRE” is the biggest award a tree can 

receive at the Cape Bonsai Kai shows 

 

Club News…continued 
Rudi as judge for the evening then had 
some very favourable comments to make 
on a cotoneaster belonging to Viky – “a 

perfect combination of tree, rock and pot”. 

 

When Vicky’s turn came, she showed four 
of the trees which had been used to illus-
trate her talks during 2008.  With the help 
of the drawings she had made in the past, 
we were able to see how the trees had 
progressed and understand how impor-
tant it was to have a vision of the finished 

tree in mind when pruning and wiring. 

 

Oyama Bonsai Kai 

Oyama Bonsai Kai Easter show 
takes place at Kirstenbosch at the 
Sanlam Hall’ from the 10

th
 April to 

the 13
th
 April 2009. 

Time: 09h00 to 16h30 all four 
days. 

It will be appreciated if you can 
inform your members. 

 

Young Talent Competition: 

Please see the entrance form and 
the rules for this competition. 

 

I would like to make an appeal to 
all the clubs that they encourage 
their ‘young’ members to partici-
pate in this opportunity to ‘test’ 
their talent. 

I do believe the clubs need to 
make a concerted effort to support 
this by talking to and encouraging 
their members to participate. 

The winner of our club competition 
gets invited to the National Young 
Talent competition, held during 
the annual SABA conference. Due 
to the fact that there is no regional 
organisation….. The ‘winners’ club 
will need to ‘send’ him/her to the 
National competition. 

 

If there are any questions you are 

welcome to contact Hennie Nel— 

082 492 1891 

 

Kat River Kai 

On the 24th January some 15 

Bonsai enthusiasts met at the 

George Botanical Gardens and 

formed the KAT RIVIER 

BONSAI KAI. 

The first committee was 

elected, a name for the club and 

news letter decided on in less 

than 15 minutes! Very efficient 

time utilisation indeed.  This 

bodes well for the future of the 

Club.   

The committee members are 

Tobie Kleynhans, Earle Jef-

freys, Dayne de Wet, Thinus 

Theron & Drew de Kock. 

There meetings are held every 

second last Saturday of the 

month. 

We wish them all the best for 

the future.  

 

Please submit news items for 

the magazine by no later than 

the 10th of April for inclusion 

in the May/June 2009 issue. 



Between starting to write this article and the end (1 week) 

my father died, my second daughter – Isla – was born and 

my wife spent a week in hospital with a sepsis of un-

known origin.   For these reasons I am sure you will ex-

cuse the brevity of this piece!  

One of my firm policies is not to complain at the readers 

about things that they have not done.   This is, however, 

an exception.   My introduction to this competition re-

sulted in one photographic entry, thank you Yvonne from 

the Cape Bonsai Kai, and absolutely no response in the 

form of emails or comments about how this competition 

should be run or changed. 

What is the problem?   We are all busy people (I am cer-

tainly responsible for not driving things enough over the 

past couple of months) but I notice that people are taking 

photographs of trees all the time and so you really just 

need to take the time of an email to send me the results of 

some of you efforts.  

Getting a good photograph of a tree can be a fantastic 

challenge that has now become much easier with digital 

cameras as you get results immediately and so you can see 

if it has worked and, if it hasn‘t, you can try again.    

To get good pictures, you need to really observe the object 

in front of you to understand how the light is falling on it.   

This is also an important skill in your bonsai; to be able to 

really look at the subject in an analytical way and really 

see the tree rather than just looking at it. 

Techniques to light your trees are as diverse as the styles 

of bonsai themselves!   You can use natural light or artifi-

cial light, sharp light or diffused light, one light source or 

many light sources, flash light, tungsten or fluorescent 

light, reflectors can be used add light or black screens are 

used to deepen shadows etc etc etc.     Probably the most 

critical aspect in all of this is to make sure that the back-

ground does not hide details of the tree or distract you 

from being able to look at the tree. 

This picture of the tiny suiseki (figure 1) was shot with a 

handheld camera with a camera mounted flash.   It was 

shot into a polystyrene box so that there were lots of white 

reflective surfaces.   I was very surprised and pleased with 

how well the light has bathed the subject.   Unfortunately, 

when I used a bigger white box with a bigger tree this 

technique did not work showing the way in which you 

need to use different techniques depending on the condi-

tions. 

In figure 2 you can see the lighting arrangement used for 

the tree portraits that I have submitted to get this competi-

tion started.   It is a paper roll that is run off some stands 

across a table, there is a main light that has been diffused 

by a silver umbrella and a small fill light placed on the 

other side of the tree.    

 

There was also a huge amount of light flooding in 

from the windows in the room that added more soft 

light to the scene.   The results can be seen in the 

attached pictures. 

 

To remind you of the arrangements; I am working in 

collaboration with Caroll, using the Ezine as a show-

case of trees that will then have public participation 

to vote for the trees that they most like. 

Pictures can be submitted to photos@bonsai.co.za or 

they can be posted to  

SABA Photo Competition 

PO Box 2649 

Clareinch, 7740 

 

Please try to limit the size of each image to less than 

1.5 MB 

 

There are three categories 

Indigenous species 

Foreign trees 

Interesting bonsai related pictures 

 

In the email please provide the following informa-

tion: 

 

Name of the Artist: 

Type of tree: 

Name of the photographer: 

Years that the tree has been in training: 

Height of the tree: 

 

Pictures will be reviewed by me (I will just be look-

ing at the basic quality of the image making sure it is 

in focus, whole tree in shot etc.) and then sent 

through to Caroll who will include them in the Ezine.   

Readers will be asked to vote for their favourite tree 

and the most popular trees will be announced in the 

next issue.  

 

I would also love to get feed back from people on 

how they would like to see the competition develop 

and also reasons for them not submitting pictures to 

previous competitions.   Please send your comments 

to email address above 
 

Tommy Flaxman Memorial Competition Update-Carl Morrow 

mailto:photos@bonsai.co.za


Competition Photos 

Owner—Isabel Hofmyer—Ulmus parvi-

folia yatsubusa—Tree has been in train-

ing for 11 years & is 20cm high. 

Photographer—Carl Morrow 

Owner—Tony Bent—Juniperus 

procumbuns nana—Tree has been 

in training for 12 years & is 30cm 

high. 

Photographer—Carl Morrow 

Owner—Rudi Adlam—Pinus nigra 

austriaca  —Tree has been in train-

ing for 38 years & is 55cm high. 

Photographer—Carl Morrow 

Owner—William Romyn—Juniperus 

procumbens nana—Tree has been in 

training for 19 years & is 25cm high. 

Photographer—Carl Morrow 

Owner—Tony Bent—Buddleja 

saligna  —Tree has been in training 

for 15 years & is 35cm high.  

Photographer—Cal Morrow 

Owner—Neville Coxon—Olea  

europaea ssp Africana —Tree 

has been in training for 24 

years & is 65cm high. 

Photographer—Carl Morrow 

Owner—William Romyn—Ficus 

burtt-davyi  —Tree has been in train-

ing for 17 years & is 20cm high. 

Please click on the photograph you wish to vote for. This will 

send an email to Carl Morrow who will tally the votes for the 

month. The winning photos will automatically be entered into 

the Tony Flaxman Memorial  Competition. 

 

Please submit only one vote per email. 

You may enter as many photographs as you like. 

mailto:mailto:votes@bonsai.co.za?subject=f0902A
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Contacts 

Pietermaritzburg Bonsai Kai 

KUTEM RANGE 

Contact Tony Mortimer  

084 625 3359 

Demonstrator 

Errol Rubin—All rounder, good presentation skills 

and easy  talking style. Available for demo’s for 

workshops, etc. 

Please contact Errol on erubin@mweb.co.za  

Demonstrator 

Charles Ceronio—Author of many books, world 

renowned demonstrator. 

Please contact Charles on  

charlesceronio@telkomsa.net  

Demonstrator 

Duncan Wiles—Available for demo’s for work-

shops, etc. 

Please contact Duncan on centuref@icon.co.za  

 

Contact Jonothan for info on 

Ficus microcarpa 

   +27 83 254 1022 

http://www.saba.org.za/
http://www.pretoriabonsaikai.org/
http://www.bonsai.co.za/
http://www.pmbbonsai.co.za/
http://oyama.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=39&Itemid=39
http://kwanba.homegel.co.za/
mailto:erubin@mweb.co.za
mailto:charlesceronio@telkomsa.net
mailto:centuref@icon.co.za

